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Abstract
This book is a translated into English extended and significantly added
version of author’s brochures "Guidelines for teachers of mathematics to

prepare students for mathematical competitions" published at 1988 in
Odessa.

Preface

This book is a translation into English of my brochures "guidelines for teach-
ers of mathematics to prepare students for mathematical competitions" pub-
lished 1988 year in Odessa.

More precisely it is corrected and significantly added version of this brochure.
In comparison with the first original edition with solutions only to 20 problems
from 112 problems represented there this new edition significantly replenished
with new problems (around 180 problems).

And now all problems are accompanied by solutions which at different times
done by the author of this book (sometimes multivariants and with the analysis
and generalizations). Also, unlike the previous edition, all problems are grouped
into the corresponding sections of mathematics.

Part 1
Methodology Introduction

It makes no sense to repeat what has already been said about the usefulness
and expediency of mathematical olympiads of different levels.Therefore, let us
dwell on the issues that naturally arise in connection with the Olympiads, in
particular, with olympiads of high level, -issues of preparation to Mathematical
Competitions

The main question: Is it necessary such preparation?

It’s not a secret that students who are able to solve the problems offered at
these Olympiads, sufficiently gifted mathematically, have more advanced math-
ematical techniques and a number

of useful qualities, including the ability to self-organize and independent
work.That is, and so good.?
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But there is a fact of very serious preparation by level and by time, for
participation in international mathematical Olympiads. Is known significant
advantages of participants in the Olympiads, students of schools and classes, in
which mathematics is taught in a larger volume and with greater depth.

Finally, the more capable a student is, the more important and difficult is to
ensure the growing process of improving and systematizing mathematical edu-
cation, which should include not only the knowledge of concrete facts, but what
is more important, the ways of their formation (with the need to include their
proofs), intensive practical work with solving non-standard and nonaddressed
problems, that is everything that forming a culture of mathematical thinking.

(Culture of mathematical thinking:

-Discipline of thinking, algorithmic thinking, observation, ability to analy-
sis, generalizations, the ability to build mathematical models, to choose a con-
venient language description of the problem situation .... (the list can be con-
tinued)).

The existing system of teaching mathematics in no way contributes to readi-
ness of the student to solve unconventional, nonstandard problems of the Olympiad
character. If all this happens, it is not thanks to this system, but contrary to
it.

The main reason is that the goal of traditional school education is a certain
an admissible minimum of knowledge, limited by the amount of hours, the
program, its quantitative and qualitative composition and certainly the teaching
methodology based mainly on the memorization of facts and means for execution
of algorithmized instructions aimed at solving exclusively typical problems.

If within the framework of this system the student faithfully complies with
all the requirements, and limited by this, then his success isn’t sufficiently guar-
anteed. But this is not the main thing.

The main thing is that the creative attitude to mathematics will be hope-
lessly lost. And if this does not happen in some cases, it is only thanks to the
personality of the student and the personality of the teacher that have fallen in
the state of resonance.

It’s no secret that the assurances of the organizers of the Olympiads that
problems do not go beyond of school curriculum to put it mildly, distort the
real state of things.

That is, formally they do not sin against the truth, at least so, how much, say,
as the editor of the book, which write in the annotation, that for its reading
not necessary to have no preliminary information, except for the developed
mathematical thinking.

But the latter is already a result of a preparation of very long and intencive
and varied, the result of systematic training aimed at developing thinking non-
standard, but logically disciplined.

The essence of this statement will become clear after the complete list of
what is know the ordinary student (a student which is in full compliance with
the program).

Even in class programs with in-depth study of mathematics, much of this in
the following list is missing.
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So, what does not know (or know insufficiently) a ordinary school student :

1. Algebraic and analytic technic.

2. Method of mathematical induction at the level of well-developed technique
use it in different and, preferably, non-standard situations;

3. The theory of divisibility is, in a volume different from residual, vague
representations of a high-school student about knowledge, which was casually
recetved in middle school

4. The algebra of polynomials including the theory of divisibility of polyno-
maals

5. Basic classic inequalities and their applications.

6. Integer and fractional parts. Properties and applications.

7. Technique of solving systems of inequalities in integer numbers and
effective representation of integer multidimention domains;

8. Technique of summation, including summation by multidimention do-
mains.

9. Sequences -different ways of their definition (including recursive defini-
tion and generating functions) and elementary methods of solving certain classes
of recurrence relations and their applications in the theory of divisibility, sum-
mation, combinatorics and so on.

10. The Dirichlet principle.

11. Method of invariants.

12. Techniques of elementary (without derivatives) solving extremal prob-
lems, especially with many variables.

18. Solving equations in two or more unknowns in integers and especially
m non-negative integers.

14. Sequence analysis (boundedness, monotonicity, limit theory, including
an theoretical and practical basis, and basic limits). .

To this list it is necessary to add the lack of the ability to solve non-standard,
nonaddressed problems. An unconventional, unexpected problem should be
classified, understood, reformulated,

simplified, immersed in a more general problem, or treated by special cases
and identified the main theoretical tools needed to solve it. The usual work of a
student is simple. Here is a chapter, here is a problem to this chapter. Search,
recognition work is minimal and the emphasis is exclusively on the robustness of
standard algorithms, that is, the minimum problematic level which is the only
truly developing thinking factor.

And if thinking does not develop, then it degrades and even ideal diligence
can not be a compensation for this loss, accompanying such approach to math
education. Thus, a consequtive change of topics, not backed by "no-address"
problems does not allow you to achieve the desired effect.

That is, it is necessary that in each topic there are problems that can be
solved by using some a previously unknown combination of formally known
theoretical propositions from the preceding material.

A participant in the Olympiad needs some psychological qualities that also
require training and preparation, either special or spontaneous, accompanying
the solution of non-standard problemss in conditions of limited time.
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This ability to quickly and deeply focus on a specific problem, quickly relax
and switch to another task from any previous emotional state depending on luck
or failure.

Required sufficiently rich associative thinking and trained memory, allowing
to carry out the associative search for necessary means to solve the problem.

And most importantly, to learn to "misunderstand", that is, to face a prob-
lem in which there is nothing to grab on, there is no (at first impression) ready-
made approaches to its solution, calmly analyze it to look for something familiar
and similar to what you know, consider special cases (reduction), generalize(
induction), investigate the problem in limiting cases, introduce additional con-
ditions that simplify the situation, accumulate experimental material.

For a mathematician, a difficult problems is to take height, to overcome
not only intellectual barrier but also complexes, fears. Thus, are important the
methodical settings of the type: "How to solve the problem?"; psychological
attitudes: reaction to the shock of "misunderstanding," the creation of com-
fortable zones, the ability to relax, adjust to the problems, focus, quickly and
deeply dive into it, that is requirements for the student’s psychological status.

But the psychological and methodological qualities can only be developed
by a large amount of work to solve non-standard problems, with the subsequent
analysis of methodological, psychological and

especially technical and ideological aspects, with the formation of generaliz-
ing settings, which is also the goal of special training for students.

It often happens that children who are capable of creative work are not able
to work in a sporting situation, which of course affects their "sports" results,
but does not detract from their ability to mathematical creativity, which is by
essence isn’t a sports match.

However, as in other areas of human activity, people often bring sports
excitement in mathematic, turning it into a competition of minds. By itself it
is not a negative quality, but rather useful, developing

motive, under condition that the mathematics by itself is not reducible to
one more kind of sports competition.

It should not be forgotten that the Math Olympiad is not an aim in itself, but
a training ground on which many qualities necessary for the future researcher
are being perfected, such as perseverance,

will, technique, knowledge, skills, reaction to practical situations, thinking.

The list of problems given in this book does not in any way pretend to be
complete, but it is quite representative for such sections of school mathematics
as arithmetic, algebra and analysis.

The absence of geometric problems proper is caused by the desire to restore
the balance in the evidence base to school mathematics.

Traditionally, the concept of proof, the methods of proof, the level of rigor,
the axiomatic approach - what we call abstract thinking is basically formed in
the course of geometry, that is, a region

closer to sensory perception than algebra.

Arithmetic turns out to abandoned wasteland, somewhere in the backyard
of mathematical construction, and algebra is reduced to a set of formulas and

1985-2018 Arkady Alt 4
© y



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

rules that need to be remembered and applied.

At the same time, an insignificant part of students informally accepts and
understands the level of rigor and evidence in geometry and is able to transfer
the acquired thinking technique independently

to other mathematical areas.

For the others, the geometry - not motivated and it is unclear for what sins
the punishment by jesuitically sophisticated logic and for some reason mostly
"from the opposite", resulting in a

false and unimaginable premise to the almost illusive stunt of drawing a
black rabbit from a black hat, "what was required to prove ".

The loss in the geometry of its naturalness, the departure from the exposition
of it in the school at the level of Euclid, Kiselev, Kokseter did not bring desirable
effect in the plane of it’s modernization, rigor or deep understanding, since
geometry is not the object on which the axiomatic method, usually accompanied
with extreme formalism don’t bring true efficiency.

This is particularly true for the introductory courses specific to the school.
And although historically, it was in geometry, the axiomatic method showed us
its methodological power, geometry

is not at all the only reason for its primary demonstration.

Speaking of this, I in no way deny the use of the elements of the axiomatic
method and rigorous proofs in the exposition of geometry, moreover, I consider
their use necessary and beneficial.

I am only expressing the doubt, confirmed by my teaching practice, in the
appropriateness and effectiveness of primacy in the use of the axiomatic method
and proofs in geometry.

It is not with geometry that one has to start the introduction of mathemat-
ical formalism, which comes into conflict with the visibility which inherent to
geometry.

Due to the structural wealth of geometry, its axiomatics are voluminous
and combinatorially saturated and, although grown by abstraction from sensory
images, nevertheless do not live well with them.

Rather, they are poorly compatible with the level of rigor and formalism of
thinking, which is the inevitable companion of the axiomatic method.

And the roots of this in the psychology of perception and thinking.

It is known that it is most difficult to prove or disprove the apparently
obvious, visual:

"The sun revolves around the Earth," "The Earth is flat," "A straight line
that crosses one side of the triangle and does not pass through the vertices of
a triangle will cross exactly one of its sides."

Hence the Greeks instead of proof drawing and saying "look!".

History begins with geometry, the school copies history, although it is known
that when the path is passed, it is not the shortest and most effective.

At the same time, the Peano axioms for natural numbers, the theorems in the
divisibility theory, the axioms of various algebraic structures that are essentially
a subset of geometric axiomatics
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are much simpler (combinatorial complexity), less reducible to sensory im-
ages, and therefore their use is methodologically more justified.

[Advanced algebraic base assuming free possession of the symbolic transformative tech-
nique, systematic proof of all the theoretical facts that make up the qualitative and the
computational basis of what is commonly called school algebra (see items 1,2,3, ... of the
list of the above) - this should, in my opinion, precede the rest of the school mathematics,
including geometry.]

But in school, these topics are taboo. Suffers from such a one-sidedness
all math subjects algebra, and arithmetic, and geometry, that is, all of school
mathematics and not only.

Mathematics is one, its means are universal - this is the ideological basis
on which mathematics education should be carried out. And methodological
one-sidedness is unacceptable.

And, finally, the implantation of mathematical methodology into conscious-
ness should should be implemented by the way which is most motivated psy-
chologically.

The lack of habit of abstract reasoning at the level of the proofs of theorems
in arithmetic and algebra, in contrast to the intensive theoretical foundation in
geometry, subsequently creates a

considerable obstacle in the ability to find arithmetic (algebraic) means,
to dispose of them with the same rigor and thoroughness as is customary in
geometry.

Quite often the idea of the non-standard and complexity of the arithmetic
problem is related precisely to the absence of a completely elementary and es-
sential sequential theoretical basis related to arithmetic of natural, integer and
numbers in general, which forms, in addition to everything, is the foundation
of mathematical analysis. That is, the non-standard nature of the problem in
such cases is equivalent to non-informedness.

In these cases, the situation becomes ambiguous, because, on the one hand,
the lack of specific knowledge-tools requires its spontaneous invention in the con-
ditions of the Olympiad, and it is more complicated than choosing the necessary
combination of already known tools and technology for its purposeful use, and
on the other hand for an informed student solution of the such problem basically
becomes a matter of technique.

Thus, the olympiad (sports) value of such problems is doubtful. This does
not, however, diminish their possible educational value. But let us leave that
on the conscience of the composers of the Olympiad problems and consider the
positive aspect of this situation, which consists in motivation of the student in
additional technical and theoretical equipment, which ultimately brings him to a
higher level, and allows expanding the problem area, then there is more complex
problems, the solution of which already depends entirely from recognizing ability
of the participant of the Olympiad and his ingenuity in the use of already known
means. In this way, both the stimulation of mathematical education and the
escalation of thinking take place.

In the author’s opinion, the problems presented in the following sections will
convincingly argued that was saying in the introduction.
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Remark.

1.Abbreviation n-Met. Rec.(Methodical recommendations) means
that the problem originally has number n in the author’s brochures "Guidelines
for teachers of mathematics to prepare students for mathematical competitions"
published at 1988 in Odessa.

2.Abbreviation MR means Mathematical Reflections — AwesomeMath,;

3. Abbreviation ZK means Zadachnik Kvanta;

4. Abbreviation SSMJ means School Science and Mathematics As-
sociation Journal

5. Also, if problem marked by sign % it means that the problem was pro-
posed by author of this book.

Part IT
Problems

1 Divisibility.

Problem 1.1 (6-Met.Rec.)
Find all n such that 144... 4 is the perfect square.
—

n times

Problem 1.2 (8-Met.Rec.)
Prove that number 3851980 + 181980 jsn’t a perfect square.

Problem 1.3 (9-Met.Rec.)

Let f (x) = 2®—2+1. Prove that for any natural a numbers a, f (a), f(f (a)), ...

pairwise coprime.

Problem 1.4(23-Met.Rec.)
Find the largest natural = such that 427 + 41000 4 47 is a perfect square.

Problem 1.5(24-Met.Rec.)

Prove that 5™ — 4™ for any natural n > 2 isn’t perfect square.
Or,

Prove that set {6 — 4™ | n > 2} is free from squares.

Problem 1.6(25-Met.Rec.)
a) Prove that set {2" + 4™ | n € N} is free from squares;
b) Find all non negative integer n and m for which 2" 4+4™ is perfect square.

Problem 1.7(26-Met.Rec.)
Find all n € N such that 3™ + 55 is a perfect square.
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Problem 1.8 (27-Met. Rec.)

Prove that the following number is composite for any natural n:
a) a, = 32 2;

b) by, := 23" 43

) cni=23"" 45

Problem 1.9(28-Met. Rec.)
Prove that 5™ — 1 isn’t divisible by 4 — 1 for any n € N.

Problem 1.10(297-Met. Rec.)
Let a, b, ¢, d be natural numbers such that ab = cd. Prove that for any natural

number a?” + b2" 4 ¢2" + d2" is composite.

Problem 1-11(30-Met. Rec.)
Prove that 53" — 22" is divisible by 11 for any natural m, n.

Problem 1.12(32-Met. Rec.)

Is there a number whose square is equal to the sum of the squares of 1000
consecutive

integers?

Problem 1.13(33-Met. Rec.)
Let n be natural number such that 2n + 1 and 3n + 1 are perfect squares.
Prove that n is divisible by 40.

Problem 1.14(34-Met. Rec.)
Is it possible that sum of digits of a natural number which is a perfect square
be equal 19857

Problem 1.15
Find all non negative integer n and m for which 2™ 4 4™ is perfect square.

Problem1.16(37-Met. Rec.)
Prove that:
a) n! isn’t divisible by 2.
b) ord, (p —1)n)) <n+ord,(n!).
c) ()= (((n—1)HH"

()" _

o ora, ()

e) (n))! > ((n—1)H™.
Problem 1.17(38-Met. Rec.)
Prove that:
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a) ()5 (n)" V'

b) (D! ((n—1)H!"™;

c) () inn"

d) (n?)!: (n)";

e) (nmth)!: (nmyn”

£) (n-m): (n)™;
(2n)!

n!(n+1)!

h) (n+1)(n+2)...(n+k) : k! for any n,k € N .

g) is integer.

Problem 1.18(41-Met. Rec.)

Find all natural number n such that remainder from division S,, =1+ 2 +
..+ nbybd

equal 1.

Problem 1.19(123-Met. Rec.)
Show that the next integer above (\/g + 1)2n is divisible by 271 i.e.

[(\/3 + 1)%—‘ : 27*1 Show that there are infinitely many n € N for which
[(V3+1)""] not divisible by 27+2.

2 Diophantine equation.

Problem 2.1(22-Met. Rec.)

3z — V922 + 160z + 800
16

Find all integer x such that is integer.

Problem 2.2(35-Met. Rec.)
Prove that equation x? — 22y = 1978 have no sulutions in integers.

Problem 2.3(47-Met. Rec.)

Prove that if numbers n,m € N satisfy to equality 2m? +m = 3n? +n then
numbers

m —n,2m+ 2n+ 1,3m + 3n + 1 are perfect squares.

Problem 2.4(42-Met. Rec.)
Find all integer solutions of equation z3 —2y% —42% = 0 (excluding trivial z =
y=2z=0).

Problem 2.5(43-Met. Rec.)
How many natural solutions have equation 223 4 ¢ = 27?
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Problem 2.6(44-Met. Rec.)

Prove that equation 3 + 4% 4 23 + 3 = u* — v* has infinitely many solutions
in

natural x,y, z,t, u, v.

Problem 2.7(45-Met. Rec.)
How many natural solutions has equation z# + ¢5 + 212 = ¢4?

Problem 2.8(46-Met. Rec.)

Prove that for any given integer ¢ the following equations have no integer
solutions:

a) 23 +y3 =9t + 4;

b) 2% +y3 =9t £ 3;

c) 23 +yP 4+ 22 =9t + 4

d) 23 + 117y = 5.

Problem 2.9(50-Met. Rec.)
Let a be integer number such that 3a = 22 + 2y2 for some integer numbers

x, Y.
Prove that number a can be represented in the same form , that is there is
integers u, v that a = u? + 2v2.

Problem 2.10(40-Met. Rec.)

Find conditions for irreducible fractions % and g that provide silvability of
equation

y =22+ %33 + % in integer x,y.(that parabola contain at least one (then

infinitely many)
points M (x,y) with integer x,y.

% Problem 2.11(3932, CRUX)

Prove that for any natural numbers x, y satisfying equation 22 — 14zy +y2 —
4z =0

holds ged? (z,y) = 4.

Problem 2.12(54-Met. Rec.)

The store has a sealant in boxes of 16lb, 17lb, 211b. How some organization
can get without

opening boxes 185 1b of sealant and so, that the number of boxes was the
smallest?

Problem 2.13(55-Met. Rec.)
Find the number of non-negative integer solutions of equation 5z +2y+ 2z =
10n in term of

- rka t
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given natural n.

3 Integer and fractional parts.

Problem 3.1 (56-Met. Rec.)
Find [(V2+ V1)°].

Problem 3.2 (57-Met. Rec.)
Simplify

a) [(\/ﬁ+ Vi 14n+ 2)2} ;
b) [Va+Vn+1+vn+2].

Problem 3.3 (59-Met. Rec.)
1

Solve equation {z} + {} =1l,zeR
x

Problem 3.4 (60-Met. Rec.)

Prove equality Y [log,n] = > [V/n].
a=2 b=2

*Problem 3.5 (3095, CRUX)

Let a,b, ¢, p, and g be natural numbers. Using |z to denote the integer part
of x, prove that

o222} < |2

Problem 3.6 (10-Met. Rec.)
Prove that:

1
a) For any n € N holds inequality {n\/i} >

Qn\/i’ )
+e

b) For any £ > 0 there is n € N such that {nv2} < ——.

) Y { } 2nv/2
Problem 3.7 (11-Met. Rec.)
Let n € N isn’t forth degree of natural number. Then

1
4
{¥n} > FrETrE

*Problem 3.8 (J289,MR)
For any real a € [0,1) prove the following identity

(e [ o= [

Problem 3.9 (118-Met. Rec.)
For arbitrary natural m > 2 prove that L(m +v/m? — 1)nJ is odd

number for any natural n.
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% Poblem 3.10 (W16, J.Wildt IMO 2017)
For given natural n > 1 find number of elements in image of function

k2
k— [n} :{1,2,...,n} — NU{0}.
4 Equations, systems of equations.

*Problem 4.1(90-Met. Rec.)(Generalization of M703* Kvant)
Solve the system of equations.
{ (@+7)(@+1/2)=(+p)(y+1/y)=(+aq (2 +1/2)
zy+yz+zx=1
where p, g, r are positive real numbers.
Problem 4.2 (91-Met. Rec.)
Solve the system of equations
2z + 2y =y
2y + %z =z
222+ 2x =2
Problem 4.3 (92-Met. Rec.)
Solve the system of equations:
Tr—y=sinx
y—z=siny
z—x=sinz

Problem 4.4 (93-Met. Rec.)
Solve the system of equations:

T +ar9+...+x,=1
1
x%—l—x%—ﬁ—...—i—xi = o
Problem 4.5 (94-Met. Rec.)
Solve the system of equations:
2 .24 .2 _ 1
a) { vy e =l s
r+y+az=1+a 2

rt+ytz=a
b) L1, 1 1 a#o

T Yy z a

Problem 4.6 (95-Met. Rec.)
Given that
r+y+z=2
zy+yz+zx=1
Prove that z,y, 2 € [0,4/3].

Problem 4.7(96-Met. Rec.)

Solve the system of equations:
2 (cosx — cosy) = cos2x cosy
2 (cosy — cos z) = cos 2y cos z
2(cosz —cosx) = cos2z cosS T
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5 Functional equations and inequalities

Problem 5.1 (97-Met. Rec.)
Find all functions defined on R such that:

a) f(2?) = (f(2)*>1/4and z1 # 39 => f (1) # f (w2);
b) f(z)<z foranyz € R and f(z+vy) < f(z)+ f (y) for any z,y € R.

Problem 5.2 (99-(Met. Rec.)
Function f (z) defined on [0,1] and satisfies to equation f (z+ f(z)) =

f(x) for
any z € [0,1] .Prove that f (z) =0 for all z € [0,1].

Problem 5.3 (100-Met. Rec.)

Find all continuous on R functions f suth that f(z) f(y) —zy = f(x) +
f (y) — 1 holds

for any z,y € R.

Problem 5.4 (101-Met. Rec.)

Let n € N\ {1}. Find all defined on R functions f such that nf (nx) =
f(x) +nx for

any « € R and f is continuous in z = 0.

Problem 5.5 (14-Met. Rec.)
Prove that there is no function f: R — R continuous on R such that
fl@+1)(f(z)+1)+1=0.

Problem 5.6 (15-Met. Rec.)
For any given n € N find all functions f : N — R such that
fm+k)=f(mk—n),mkeNand mk > n.

*Problem 5.7 (U182,MR)

1
Find all continuous on [0, 1] functions f such that f () = ¢, ifx € {0, 2] and

1
fle)=fRz-1)ifzxe (2, 1} ,where c is given constant.

6 Recurrences.

Problem 6.1 (4-Met. Rec.)
Let p is some natural number. Prove, that exist infinitely many pairs (z,y) of

?tp Y+
and
Y x
Problem 6.2 (5-Met. Rec.)
Let sequence is defined recursively as follow:

are integer numbers.

natural numbers such, that

- rka t
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Apt10nio + 5
an+3:%,nGNandalzagzl,%:Q.

Qn
Prove that all terms of this sequence are integer numbers.

Problem 6.3 (16-Met. Rec.Problem 5, Czechoslovakia, MO 1986 )
Sequence of integer numbers aq, as, ..., Gy, ... defined as follows:

a1 =1,apy2 =2ap4+1 —ap, +2,n €N
Prove that for any n € N there is such m € N that a,a,+1 = ap,.

Problem 6.4 (17-Met. Rec.)

Prove that if sequence (ay),~, satisfy to recurrence a,4o = a? 41—y €
N with initial

conditions a; = 39, a3 = 45 then infinitely many terms of this sequence is
divisible

by 1986.

Problem 6.5* (31-Met. Rec.)
Given a quad of integer numbers (a,b,c,d) such that at least two of them
are different.
Starting from this quad we create new quad (a1, b1,¢1,d1) = (a —b,b—¢,c — d,d — a).
By the same way from quad (a1, b1, ¢1,d1) we obtain quad (ag, be, ¢2,ds) and
SO on...
Prove that at least one from the numbers a1, b100, 100, d100 bigger than
10°.

Problem 6.6* (19-Met. Rec)
Let a > 1 is natural number. Sequence a1, as, ..., Gy,... The sequence is defined
recursively

ar = a
ap=a"— > a

tln, t<n

Prove that a, : n for any n € N ( @y, divisible by n for any n € N).

Problem 6.7* (G.Demirov, Matematika 1989,No.7 ,p.34, Bolgaria)
Let sequence (a,,) defined by the recurrence
Apto = 10y — 2 (Gpy1 + apn) — ap—1 + 8,1 € N with initial conditions
ag =4,a1 = a9 = (a2 — 2)2, where a > 2.
Prove that for any n € N expression 2 4 ,/a,, is a square of some polinomial
of a.

Problem 6.8
Find general term of the sequence:

1 8
57 (84320 +8VT+3a) ;a1 = 35
1

1
b) api1 = 16 (1 +4a,, ++/1 —|—24an) ,ar = 1.

a) apy1 =

- rka t
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Problem 6.9%*

Let sequence (a,) be defined by equation (\/5 - l)n =Va, +1—/a,.

a) Find recursive definition for (a,) and prove that a, is integer for all
natural n;

b) Let t, := \/2a, (a, + 1). Find recursive definition for (¢,) and prove
that ¢,, is

integer for all natural n.

Problem 6.10.(Proposed by S. Harlampiev, Matematika 1989,
No.2, p,43, Bolgaria)
Let sequence defined by recurrence

2ap4+1 — 3ap410n + 17a,, — 16

3ans1 — 4ani1a, + 18a, — 17’
with initial conditions ag = a1 = 2.

Upt2 = n e NU{0}

1
Prove that a,, for any n € NU {0} can be represented in the form 1 + —
m

where m € N.

Problem 6.11*. (Proposed by Bulgaria for 1988 IMO)

Let ap =0,a1 = 1,an41 = 2an+a,—1,n € N. Prove that a,, 1ok = 1ok

7 Behavior(analysis) of sequences

Problem 7.1 (104-Met.Rec)
For natural n > 3 let a1, aq, ..., a, be real numbers such that a; = a,, = 0 and
ag—1 + ag+1 < 2ax,k=2,...,n — 1. Prove that ay > 0,1 =1,2,....n.

Problem.7.2 (105-Met. Rec.)
1

a) Let a; = 1 and ay,41 = a, + —,n € N. Prove that 14 < ajg0 < 18.
a

Find lower and upper boun?is for a,.(Problem 7 from all Soviet
Union Math Olympiad,1968)

b) Let a1 =1 and a1 = ay, + n € N.

%v
i.Prove that (a,) unbounded.
ii. aggoo > 30;

iii. % find good (assimptotic) bounds for (ay,).

Problem 7.3 (106-Met. Rec.)
Find all values of a,such that sequence ag, a1, ..., an, ... defined as follows
ap = a,an+1 = 2" — 3a,,n € NU{0} is increasing sequence.

Problem 7.4 (107-Met. Rec.)
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Known that sequence aq, as, ..., an, ... satisty to inequality
b

pyp1 < <1 + ) an, —1,n € N, where b € [0,1).
n

Prove that there is ng such that a,, < 0.

Problem 7.5* (109-Met.Rec.) (Team Selection Test, Singapur).
2

1
Let n € N, qp = 3 and agx41 = ag + %,k € N. Prove that
n

1
1——<a, <1
n

Problem 7.6 (110-Met. Rec.)
Find 1im {(2+v3)"}.

Problem 7.7 (111 -Met. Rec.)
a) Let sequence (z,,) satisfy to recurrence x,,+1 = x, (1 — z,), n € NU{0} and
zo € (0,1). Prove that lim nx, = 1;

n—oo
b) Let sequence (z,) satisfy to recurrence x,,1; = 2 — z,, + 1 and x; =
a> 1.

> 1
i. Find Y —;
n=1 Tn
.. . Tn+1
ii. Find |—2tL |,
L1X92...Lp

c) Let sequence (z,) satisfy to recurrence z,, = 0.522_; — 1,n € N with
initial
. 1
condition zg = —.

Find lim z,.

n—oo

Problem 7.8 (112-Met. Rec.)
Find lim z, where xg = 1/3, 2,41 = 0.522 —1,n € NU {0} .

n—oo
1
Problem 7.9" Let a; = 3 and a,41 = a, —naZ,n € N.

3
a) Prove that a; +as + ... +a, < 3 for all n € N.

b*) Find "good" bounds for a,,i.e. such two well calculating function
I(n) and u(n)

such that I (n) < a, < u(n) for all n greater then some ng and lim a(n =
n—oo U (n
an
n— oo l(’n,) B
. : . ap . u(n) . ap . l(n)
( This equivalent to lim —— = lim ——~ = lorto lim = lim =
n—oo [ (n) n—oo [ n) n—oo U (n n—oo U n)

1);
We call two function [ (n) and u(n) asymtotically equal and write it I (n) ~
u (n)
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(©1985-2018 Arkady Al 16



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

if lim i((z)) = 1. Thus function ! (n) and u(n) is good bound iff [ (n) ~

u(n) and

I(n) <a, <u(n).

c) Determine asymptotic behavior of a, ,i.e. find function asymptotically
equal to a,.

( or more simple question: Find lim n2a,,).

n—oo

Problem 7.10
Let sequence (an) satisfy to recurrence a,+1 =

i. If a; = 1 then (a,) is bounded;
ii. If a; = 3 then (a,) is unbounded.

2

-2
”2 ,n € N.Prove that:

Problem 7.11

3 1
Let sequence (a,,) defined by a; = 1,a5,41 = 70n + —,n € N. Prove that:
an

i. (a,) is bounded;

2 n
ii.Prove that |a, — 2| < <3> ,neN.

Generalization: a,4+1 = pa, + —, n € N for any given p € (0,1).
a

Problem 7.12 (Bar-Ilan University math. olympiad, Israel).
Let a; = 1,a,41 = 1+ —,n € N. Prove that there is real number b which
a

n
for all n € N satisfy inequality as,_1 < b < agy,.

Problem 7.13
(07

1 2
Let ap = land apy1 = — + — for n = 0,1,2,.....Prove that ———is
2 an, a2z —2

an
integer for every natural n.

Problem 7.14

n o 1 .
Let ag = land apq1 = n + — forn =0,1,2,....Prove that ———— is
2 an a? — 2
an

integer for every natural n.

Problem 7.15(All Israel Math. Olympiad in Hayfa)

Given m distinct, non-zero real numbers ai,as, ..., @y, m > 1.Let for any
natural r > 1

A, =af + a5 + ..+ a], . Prove that for odd m inequality A, # 0 holds for
all r up to finite

set of values 7.

Problem 7.16*(#7,9-th grade,18-th All Soviet Union Math Olympiad,1984,,
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(©1985-2018 Arkady Al 17



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

Proposed by Agahanov N.H.)
Let z1 = 1,20 = —1 and x40 = fo_H — %,n eN.
Find lim =z,.

n—oo

Problem 7.17
Given sequence of positive numbers (a,) such that a,11 < a, (1 —ay).
Prove that sequence (na,) is bounded.

Problem 7.18 (BAMO-2000)
Given sequence (a,) such that a; >0 and a2 < a,, — any1,n € N.

n —

Prove that a,, < — for all natural n > 2.
n

*Problem 7.19 (SSMJ 5281)

. a
For sequence {an}n>1 defined recursively by a,+1 = 77’1, forn €N, a; =

1+ an
a >0,
o0
determine all positive real p for which series > a, is convergent.
n=1
Problem 7.20
Given a3 = 5,a,41 = a2 —2,n € N.
a) Find lim —+l .
n—oo 41a2...ay
1 1 1
b) Find lim ( + +...+ ) .
n—oo \ a1 aias aias...ayn
Problem 7.21" “
Let a1 = a,where a > 0,a,41 = ﬁ, n € N.

a) Prove that sum S,, = a; + a1 + ... + a,, is bounded ;

b*) % Find "good" bounds for a,, if a; = 9.(Or find asymptotic representa-
tion for a,,)

¢) Find the nlinéo n2an,.

% Problem 7.22 (One asymptotic behavior) (S183)

2
Pt 9

, ,2,... and
2

Let sequence (p,,) satisfied to recurrence p, = pp—1 —
Po € (07 1) .

2 2
Prove that < ——,n € N, where p:= —.

—_— <,
ntvatprl "ty Po
8 Inequalities and max,min problems.
Comparison of numerical expressions.
Problem 8.1 (81-Met. Rec.)

Determine which number is greater (here V is sign of ineqeality < or > in
unsettled state).
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a) 3111 v 1714,
b) 12723 v 51318 ;
c) 5336 v 3653;
2
d) tan34°V 3’
e) sinlVlogs V2 ;
f) log(,,_1yn Vlog, (n+1);
h) 1003°° v 300!;
g) (n)’vnm
i) \/2 +vV3+V2+...V \/3 +v2+ V3 + ... (nroots in each expression).
For any natural n compare two numbers a,, = \/2 +v3++vV2+...and

by, = \/3 + V2 + 3+ ... (each use n square root simbols). What is greater?

Proving inequalities
Problem 8.2 (Inequality with absolute value)
Let a, b, ¢ be real numbers such that a + b + ¢ = 0.Prove that

1
a-b-cl < 7 max {laf® b el }

Problem 8.3 (69-Met. Rec.)
1
Let z,y,z>0and x +y+ 2z < ok Prove that

1
(1-2)(1-y)1-2)> .

Problem 8.4 (Problem 6 from 6-th CGMO, 2-nd day,2007).
For nonnegative real numbers a, b, c with a + b+ ¢ = 1, prove that

w&%1+ﬁ+ﬁ§ﬁ.

Problem 8.5 (70-Met. Rec.)
Prove that for any positive real ay,as, ..., a,,n > 3 holds inequality
oa; —az ) — Qg2
—— >0 (Or, ——————— >0 (apst1 = a1,0p12 = az).
cye A2 + asg ( @;1 Gi+1 + Qiy2 (an+ mt )
Problem 8.6 (71-Met. Rec.)
For any positive real a, b, ¢ prove inequality
ad b c3 a+b+c
2 SRET) T 2 3 2 :
a?+ab+b b +bc+c cc+ca+ta 3

Problem 8.7 (72-Met. Rec.)
Prove that any nonnegative real a, b, ¢ holds inequlity
a® + b° + ¢ > abc (ab + be + ca) .
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Problem 8.8 (74-Met. Rec.)
1
Prove that v/4a + 14+/4b + 1+v/4c+ 1 < v/21lifa,b,c > ~2 and a+b-+c =

Problem 8.9 (75-Met. Rec.)
Prove that (z1 + xo + ... + 2, +1)° >4 (23 + 23 + ... +22) 2, € [0,1] ;i =
1,2,..,n.

Problem 8.10 (76-Met. Rec.)
Let z, y, z be positive real numbers. Prove that 2%z +y3x+23y > 2yz (v +y + 2) .

Problem 8.11 (77-Met. Rec.)(Oral test in MSU)
Ty + $2y1>m1 <x2y2 + T1Yy2
T1y1 + T1Y2 T2Y2 + T2y1

x2
Solve inequality < ) > 1 for real positive

T1,X2,Y1,Y2-

Problem 8.12 (78-Met. Rec.)
Prove inequality

V24 VI 2V V6 26+ et \f2n -2 /m(n 1) 2 /(a1 D).

Problem 8.13 (79-Met. Rec.)
Given that aq, as, ..., a, are positive numbers and a;+as+...+a, = 1.Prove
that

n k 2 4
> ag 1( Z%‘) < -.
k=1 i=1 5
Problem 8.14 (84-Met. Rec.)
Let a1, as, ..., a, be positive real numbers. Prove that
(CLl +ag + ... + an)Q

L ifn=2,3
ajaz +azaz+...+ap—1an +anay < (al + a2n+ ot aﬂ)?
4
Problem 8.15 (85-Met. Rec.).Original setting.
Prove that for any numbers aq, as, ..., a, € [0,2],n > 2 holds inequality
n n
> 2 lai — a5l <n?
i=15=1
*More difficult variant of the problem:

,if n >4

n
Find max Y. |a; —aj|, if a1, a9, ...,a, be any real numbers such that
1<i<j<n
la; —aj| <2,4,5 € {1,2,...,n}.

% Problem 8.16 (as modification of S97,MR )

For any real zy, x5, ..., z, such that 1 + z2 + ... + x,, = n prove inequality
33,22 (x% + a2+ ..+ x%) <n.
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*Problem 8.17 (W6, J. Wildt IMO, 2014)
Let D; be set of strictly decreasing sequences of positive real numbers
with first term equal to 1.For any xy := (21, %2, ..., Tn, ...) € Dy prove that
& xd 4
=1 Tn +4Tp+1 — 9
and find the sequence for which equality occurs.

% Problem 8.18 (SSMJ 5345)

Let a,b > 0. Prove that for any z,y holds inequality
lacosz + beosy| < \/a® + b2 + 2abcos (z + y)

and find when equality occurs.

Y Problem 8.19
For any natural n and m prove inequality
(R +nm 4+ n+ l)n > (m+1)" (nh)™

Y Problem 8.20

Prove that (n+ 1) cos T
n+1

m
—ncos — > 1 for any natural n > 2.
n

Finding maximum,minimum and range.
Problem 8.21 (82-Met. Rec.)
—z? 22 -1
Find the min vl without using derivative.
622 —Tx +3

Problem 8.22 (83-Met. Rec.)
1 1

Let S (z,y) :=min {x, — Y+ } where x, y be positive real numbers. Find
y x

max S (z,y) .
Ty

*Problem 8.23(58-Met. Rec.).

Find the maximal value of remainder from division of natural number n by
natural number a,

where 1 <a <n ( max r,(n),n e N).

1<a<n
Y Problem 8.24
Find min F (z,y, z) ,where F (x,y,z) = max {|cosz | + |cos2y|, |cosy |+ |cos2z|, |cosz |+ |cos2z|}.
z,Y,z
Problem 8.25 (73-Met. Rec.)(M1067, ZK)
Let x,y, 2z be positive real numbers such that xy + yz + zz = 1.
x Yy z

a2 1—y? 1T

Find the minimal value of expression

*Problem 8.26** (SSMJ 5404)
For any given positive integer n > 3 find smallest value of product
1

1+x1+1+x2+m+1+mn

T1%2...x, Where 21,9, ...,z, > 0 and
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9 Invariants.

Problem 9.1 (65-Met. Rec.).

—b a+b b

a a
a) An arbitrary fraction — may be replaced by one of the fractions ,

Is it possible that after several such transformation starting with fraction
1/2 obtain the fraction 67/917?

b) An arbitrary pair of fraction (%, 2) may be replaced by one the following

pairs of fractions
a+b c+d a—b c—d b d

(45 ) (52 ) (55).

Is it possible that after several such transformation starting with the pair
(1/2,3/4) obtain the

the pair (5/6,9/11)?

c) Given the triple of number (27 \/5, 1/ \/5) .Allowed any two numbers from
current triple (a, b, ¢)

replace with their sum divided by v/2 and their difference divided by V2. Is

it possible after some
numbers of allowed transformations obtain the triple (17 V2,2 — 1) .

Problem 9.2 (66-Met. Rec.).

On Rainbow Island living 13 red, 15 green, 17 yellow chameleons. When two
chameleons of

one color meet each other then nothing happens, but if they have different
color, they both change

the color to the third one. Is it possible that with time all chameleons on
island became of one color?

Problem 9.3

In the box are 13 red and 17 white balls. Permitted in any order and

any number of the following operations:

1. Remove from the box one red ball and put it in a box two white balls;

2. Put it in a box one red ball and two white balls;

3. Remove from the box two red balls and put it in a box one white ball;

4. Remove from the box one red ball and two white balls.

Is it possible that after some number of permitted operations to lay in

the box 37 red and 43 white balls?

9.1 Miscellaneous problems.

Problem 10.1 (1-Met. Rec.)
The 8 pupils bring from forest 60 mushrooms. Neither two from them bring
mushrooms equally.

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 22
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Prove that among those pupils has three pupils, whose collect amount of
mushrooms not less
than the other five pupils.

Problem 10.2 (2-Met. Rec.)

2000 apples lies in several baskets. Permitted to remove the basket and
removing any

number of the apples from baskets.

Prove it’s possible to obtain situation that in all baskets that remains num-
bers of apples

are equal and common number of apples would be not less then 100.

Problem 10.3 (3-Met. Rec.)
Prove that digit of tens in 3™ is even number.

Problem 10.4 (7-Met. Rec.)
Does exist natural number such that first 8 digits after decimal dot of y/n
are 198519867

Problem 10.5 (12-Met. Rec.)
Prove that if 2a+3b+6¢ = 0, a # 0 then quadratic equation az?+bx+c = 0
has at least one root on the interval (0,1).

Problem 10.6 (13-Met. Rec.)
Prove that if a (4a + 2b + ¢) < 0 then b* > 4ac.

Problem 10.7 (18-Met. Rec.)
Prove that derivative of function

r—1 x—3 r—2n+1
f(x)_fo-x—ll.m. xr —2n

is negative in all points of domain of f ().

Problem 10.8 (20-Met. Rec.)

Is it always from the sequence of n? 4+ 1 — th numbers ay, ag, ..., ayz2, ay2 11 is
possible to

select a monotonous subsequence of lenght n + 17

Problem 10.9 (22-Met. Rec.)
Let natural numbers n, m satisfy inequality /7 — m > 0. Then holds in-
equality "
Jioms b

n mn m
As variant : Find max {m2 —n? | m,n € Nand — < \ﬁ} .
n

Problem 10.10 (39-Met. Rec.)
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Rational number represented by irreducuble fraction P belong to interval

6 7
13715/ °

Prove that ¢ > 28.

% Problem 10.11

Find all one hundred digits numbers such that each of them equal to sum
that addends are

all its digits, all pairwise products of its digits and so on,... and at last
product of all its digits.

Problem 10.12 (51-Met. Rec.)

Let P (x) be polynomial with integer coefficients. Known that P (0) and
P (1) are odd

numbers. Prove that P (x) have no integer roots.

Problem 10.13 (52-Met. Rec.)

Known that value of polynomial P (z) with integer coefficients in three dif-
ferent points equal to 1.

Is it possible that P (z) has integer root?

Problem 10.14 (53-Met. Rec.)

Let P (z) be polynomial with integer coefficients and P (n) = m for some
integer n, m(m # 0).

Then P (n + km) divisible by m for any natural k.

Problem 10.15 (61-Met. Rec.)
Find the composition g (z) = f (f (...f (z) ...)), where
P —

a)f(x)=ﬁ;
b) fla)= 3!

a3
Problem 10.16 (62-Met. Rec.)

1 1 2
Let F(z) = Find F— 4+ F(— ) +..+F(1).
et ) = oy Find (1988) + (1988) te P

Problem 10.17(63-Met. Rec.)

Let f (q) the only root of the cubic equation 3 +px — ¢ = 0,where p is given
positive real number.

Prove that f(q) is increasing function in ¢ € R.

Problem 10.18 (64-Met. Rec.)
Let P (x) be a polynomial such that equation P (z) = x have no roots. Is
there a root of the
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equation P (P (z)) = a?

Problem 10.19 (67-Met. Rec).

The two rows of boys and girls set (in the first row, all boys, all girls in the
second row),

so that against every girl stand the boy that not lower than girl, or differs
by the growth

from her not more than 10 cm.

Prove that if children positioned in the each row accordingly their growth
then against

each girl will be a boy which again not lower than girl, or differs by the
growth

from her not more than 10 cm.

Problem 10.20 (86-Met. Rec.)
Find all values of real parameter b for which system
{ x> (y—b)
y > (z—b)*
has only solution.

*Problem 10.21 (CRUX 3090)
Find all non-negative real solutions (z,y, z) to the following system of in-
equalities:
22(3 —4y) > 22 + 1
2y(3 —4z2) > a? +1
22(3 —4x) >y? + 1

*Problem 10.22 (87-Met.Rec.)

Let Ay, A, A3, A4 be consequtive points on a circle and let a; is number of
rings on the

rod at the point A; = 1,2,3,4. Find the maximal value of 2—rings chains,
that can be

constructed from rings taken by one from any 2 neighboring, staying in cyclic
order, rods.

Problem 10.23 (Problem with light bulbs).

n light bulbs together with its switches initially turned off arranged in a row
and numbered

from left to right consequtively by numbers from 1 to n.

If you click to the k-th switch than all light bulbs staying on the places
numbered

by multiples of k change state (turned off, turned on).

Some person moving from left to right along a row of light bulbs switch clicks
each

bulb (once). How many bulbs will light up when he comes to the last light
bulb.
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*Problem 10.24 (0274, MR4,2013).
Let a, b, c nonnegative integer numbers such that a and b are relatively prime.
How many lattice points belong to domain

D :={(z,y) | x,y € Z,z,y > 0 and bz + ay < abc}.

Problem 10.25 (102.-Met. Rec.)

Let « be irrational number. Prove that following function f(z) is non
periodic:

a) f(z)=sinazx + sinz;

b) f(x)=sinax + cosz;

c) f(z)=tanaz + tanz;

d) f(z)=tanax + sinzx.

Problem 10.26 (103.-Met.Rec)

Let L +a2. Determi L + ! + ..+ 1 f
et a1 = -, anyr1 = ap+a;,. Determine or
1= g fntl a1 +1 " ag+1 a, + 1

n > 2.

Problem 10.27 (Austria — Poland, 1980).
Given numerical sequence which for any k,m € N satisfies to inequality
|a'm+k' — ag — CL'rn| <L

1
Prove that for any p, ¢ € N holds inequality Y% <=+ -.
p

1
q
Problem 10.28 (M.1195 ZK Proposed by ,Proposed by O.T.Izhboldin)

1
Prove that if sequence (a,,) satisfied to condition |ap4m — an — am| < ,then
m
(a,) is arithmetic progression.
*Problem 10.29 (3571,CRUX,2010)
For given natural n > 2, among increasing arithmetic progression z1, zo, ..., x, such

that
2?2 + 23 + ... + 22 = 1, find arithmetic progression with greates common
difference d.

Problem 10.30.Quickies-Q2(CRUX?)
What is the units digit of the real number

(15 + v220) ™ + (15 4 v/220) ™" 7

Part I11
Solutions.
1. Divisibility.
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Problem 1.1
Noting that 144 = 122 and 1444 = 382 we will prove that there are no other
squares among numbers a,, = 144... 4.
——

n times

4(10" —1)  13-10" —4

Since a,, = 10™ + suffice to prove that 13-10™ —

4 can’t be a perfect square for n > 4.Let n > 4 and assume that 13- 10" — 4 =
t? <= 13-10" = t? + 4 for some t € N.

Since n > 4 then 13- 10" : 16 = t> 44 : 16.
Since t2 +4 : 16 = t2+4 : 4 then t = 2k for some k and , therefore,

2+4:16 <= 4(k*+1) 116 <= k*+1:4imply k is odd, that is k = 21+1.
Then t2 4+ 4 = (41 4+ 2)° + 4 = 1612 + 16/ + 4 isn’t divisible by 16 and this

contradict to t2 + 4 : 16.

Using modular notation we have t> = —4 (mod 16) = t = 2k and, there-
fore, 2 = —4(mod 16) <= 4k?> = —4(mod 16) <= k? = —1(mod4) but
that impossible because for k = 0,1,2,3 (mod 4) we have k? = 0, 1 (mod 4) .(This
kind of solution we call "Reduction by modulo 16”.)

Problem 1.2

This problem can be solved by reduction modulo 13. Indeed, since 385 =
—1(mod 13) and 182 = 52 (mod 13) = 1 (mod 13) then 385'%8" = 1 (mod 13) and 181980 =
(182)940 = 1(mod 13) .Hence, 385980 + 181980 = 2 (mod 13) .There is no nat-
ural ¢ such that ¢ = 2(mod 13). Indeed, since ¢t = r (mod 13), where r €
{0,£1,42,...,46} then t? = r% (mod 13) and r? (mod 13) € {0, +1, +3, +4}.

But 2 (mod 13) ¢ {0, +1, +£3, +4} .

Addition.

Note that natural numbers represented in form 3k + 2,5k + 2,7k + 3,7k +
5,7k + 6,11k + r,where r € {2,6,7,8,10} can’t be a perfect square.

Problem 1.3

Let f, = fofo...of (n-time composition). We should prove that ged (f,, (a), fm (a)) =
1 for any n,m € N and n # m.

First note that ged (z, f (¢)) = 1.Indeed, ged (z, f (z)) = ged (z,2° —z + 1) =
ged (x, —x + 1) = 1.Suffice to prove that ged (z, f,, (x)) = 1 for any n € N
and any integer x. Note that f, () can be represented in the form f, (z) =
P, (z) + lwhere P, () some polynomial with integer coefficients.

Indeed,

Py (2) =2 = L andfni1 (z) = 2Ppys (2) + 1= [ (fn (2)) =

(2P, (2) +1)° = (@P, (z) + 1)+1 =2z (2°P2 () + 32 P2 (z) + 2P, (z)) +1 =
P (z) = 2?P2 () 4 3zP2 () + 2P, () .

- rka t
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So, ged (z, fr (2)) = ged (x, 2P, () +1) = ged (z,1) = 1.(Here was used
again the Preservation Lemma (see solution to the Problem 6.1))

Problem 1.4
Consider 2 cases.
1. x < 27.Then

427 + 41000 4 4:E — y2 . 22?0 (1 + 254721 + 2200072@) — y2 R

Y= 2Ia — 1 4 25472:6 4 22000721 — a2.

Since 1+25472m+2200072x > 22000721 and 1+25472$+2200072z < 1_’_2.210007:0_’_
22000—2w — 254—2m < 21001—w then 22000—2w < a2 < (1+21000—$>2 —
21000—z g « 1 4+ 21000=% that ig the contradiction.

2. Let 27 < x. Then,

427 + 41000 + 4% = y2 — 254 (1 + 227;—54 + 21946) _ y2 —

y=22Tq — 14220754 4 91946 _ 2

Note that 1 4 22754 . 21946 — | 4 91946 | 92054 _ | 4 9. 91045 | (9o—2T)
be perfect square if 1945 = ¢ — 27 <= =z = 1972.For any x > 1972 we have
92054 — 42 and g2 < 142726 92054 _ || 9.9r—27 4 92254 _ (1 + 290—27)2
since 27720 > 21946 — 2 926 > 1946 <= z > 1972.

Hence, (29727)% < a2 < (142°727)% = 27727 < g < 14 2°727 that is
the contradicton.

So, there is no x > 1972 for which 427 4 41000 4 4% i a perfect square and
answer to the problem is z = 1972.

Problem 1.5

Suppose that there is m such that 5" — 4™ = m%.Then m = 1 (mod 2) <=
m = 2k + 1 and, therefore, 5" = 4" +4k(k+1)+1 = 5" =1(mod8) <=
n=2tteN.
Thus, 5" — 4" = m? <= 5% — 4% =m? — 5% —m? =4% —
5/ —m = 2P 5t — op—1 4 9¢—1
5t +m = 29 = { m=201t_2r7l —
ptqg=4t,p<q ptq=4tp<q
5t = 2p=1 (24P 4 1) Bt = 924-P 1 1 e o
—1 —1 -1 —1 5" =4 + 1
m = 20-1 — 2» = m = 20-1 — v = 30 1| teN

p+q=4t,p < q p=1l,g=4t—-1,teN

Since n > 2 then t > 1.But for any ¢ > 2 holds inequality 5 < 4%'~1(can be
proved by MI ). Thus, set {5 — 4™ | n > 2} is free from squares.
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Problem 1.6
a) Suppose that there is m such that 2" + 4" = m2.
Then2"(1+2”):m2:>{ n:2,lj = 1+2% =42 —
m = 2"a
2%k < a2 < (2]’C + 1)2 <= 2% < a < 2F +1 that is the contradiction.
b*) First consider particular case.
Let n = 0. Then we obtain equation 1 + 4™ = k? which have no solutions
inmeNU{0}.
Indeed, since k = 2p+1,p € N (because p > 2 is odd) then 14+4™ = k? <=
4" =p(p+1).
If p is odd it must be equal 1 (because prime decomposition of p (p + 1) is
22m).
Then 4™ = 2 that is the contradiction;
If p is even then p 4+ 1 > 1 is odd and, therefore, has odd prime divisor —
that is the contradiction again. Thus, 1+ 4™ can’t be a perfect square.
Then for further we can assume that n € N. We will prove that if 2" + 4™ =
k% for some m € NU {0} and k € N then n > 2m.
Indeed, assume that n < 2m we obtain 2744 = k? «— 2" (1 + 22m_") =
k2.
If n = 2m then 27t! = k2 that is a contradiction because n + 1 is odd;
If n < 2m then 1+22™~" is odd and, therefore, from 2" (1 + 22’"_”) =k?
follows that n = 2p for some natural p and k = 2Pq for some odd ¢. Hence,
1+4+220m=p) — g2 = 144™m P = ¢2But 1 + 4™ P can’t be a perfect square.
Since n > 2m then 2" 4+ 4™ = k? — 4™ (2”*2’” + 1) = k% and,
therefore, 2"~2™ 41 is a pefect square. Consider equation 2P +1 = ¢? += 2P =
(g—1)(g+1) wherep € Nand ¢ > 1is odd. Then ¢g—1 = 2%, ¢g+1 = 2°, where
b>aand b+ a =p.
We have g = 2071 42071 2071 9071 =] = 2071 (2070 1) =1

{ a=1 <:){al :>{q3
b—a=1 b=2 p=3
q =
=3
if n=2m+ 3 and m € NU{0}.
Problem 1.7
We should find all n for which 3™ + 55 = m? for some m.
Case 1. Let n = 2k + 1 then 32+ 455 = m? = m? =2 (mod4).
But that impossible because for any m holds m = 0,1 (mod 4) .
Case 2. If n = 2k then 3%¢ + 55 = m? = 32¢F < m2.
For k such that

Thus, 2P 4+1 = ¢? <= and, therefore, 2 4+4™ is a perfect square

3% 455 < (3 +1)° = 55<2-3F 41 <= 27<3" = 4<k

we have 32 < m? = 3% 4 55 < (3¢ +1)° — 3% <m < 3% + 1,that is the
contradiction.
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Remains consider £ =1, 2, 3.

If k=1then 3°* +55=9+4+55=64 = n=2,m=38

If k = 2 then 3%F + 55 = 81 + 55 = 136

If k=3 then 32% + 55 = 3% + 55 = 784 = 282 — n =6,m = 28.
Answer: n = 2,6.

(Variant of the problem.

Find all n € N such that a™ + b is perfect square if:

a) a=4,b=5;
b) a=80b=09;
c) a=3,b=>55).

Problem 1.8

a)

Solution 1.(Elementary with Math Induction)

Note that ag =32 +2=11,a; =32 +2=33242=3%2 _9 411 =

9(3% —1) +11 and 3% —1 = (3°—1) (3%° + 320+ ...+ 3% + 1) divisible
by 11 because 3% — 1 =243 — 1 =11%. 2.

And we will prove, using Math Induction, that a, divisible by 11 for any
n € N.

Since Base of Math Induction already provided, remains the to prove (Step of
MI) namely, for any n €€ N in supposition that 11 | a,, we will prove 11 | ap41.

n+5 n n 16
We have sy = 32777 42 = 32770 o = (8277 42) —2) 42 =
(an — 2)16 + 2. Since

(an—2)"" =a}f - (116> a2+ (126> alt 92— (1?) an 20420

and 11 | a,, remains to prove 11 | (216 +2) <« 11] (2% +1).
We have 215 + 1= (2°+1) (2! —=2°4+1) =3-11- (219 =25 +1).
Solution 2.(Elementary, using factorization
a” —b" = (a—b)a"t +a""2b+ ... + b").

Since remyy (3%) =1 (3° —1 =243 -1 =112 2) we will find rems (2***1) .

We have 24"+ = 2(16™ — 1)+2 and since 16" —1 = (16 — 1) (16" ! + ... 4+ 1) divisible
by 5 then 24! = 5k + 2 for some natural k.

Hence, a,, = 3°"724+2 = 35%+2_9411 =9 (3°% —1)+11 =9 (3% — 1)+11 =
9(3°—1) (3*=1 4+ +1)+11=18-112 (3°*=D 4 4+ 1) +11.

Solution 3.(Academic)

Since by Little Fermat Theorem 3'° = 1 (mod 11) and 2" = 1 (mod 5) (because
24 = 1(mod5)) yield 2*"*! = 2(mod10) then 2*"*! = 10k + 2 for some
k € N and, therefore, 32" +2 = 310k+2 4 2= 32 4 2= (mod 11).

b) Since 22" +3=23""" _g 411 =8" 8411 =8 (834"*1 - 1) +11

then 11| b, <= 11]8"" -1 1.
Also note that 34" —1 = (3% — 1) (3*(*=1) 4 34(n=2) - 4 1) =80 (34"~ 4342 4 1) =
10k,
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where k=8 (34 =1 4 34=2) 4 4+1).

Hence, 83" 711 = 2301 — (210) %1 — (210 1) ((210)" 7" 4 (210)" 7% 1)

1023 (21971 4 (219)" 77 1) = 1193 ((210) T 4 (219 41

c) Note that ¢ = 13,¢; = 2% +5 =223 15 =228 8413 =8 (2240 — 1)+
13 and 2240 — 1 divisible by 13 because 2 = 65—1 =5-13—1 implies 13 | 212 —
Land, therefore, 2210—1 = (212)"-1 = (212 = 1) (212)" 4+ (212) " 4 ..+ 1) =
13k for some k € N.

We will prove that 13 | ¢,, for any n € N.

Since 2'2 = 1 (mod 13) and 3%*" = 1 (mod4) (because 3% = 1 (mod4)) yield
34l = 3 (mod12) then 3%"*! = 12k + 3 for some k € N and, therefore,

en =28 45 = 2123 L 5 =93 4 5 =0(mod 13).

Problem 1.9.

Suppose that 5" —1 is divisible by 4 — 1 for some n € N.Since 4" —1 : 3 then
5™ —1 is divisible by 3 as well, that is 5” = 1 (mod3) <= 2" =1(mod3) <
n = 0(mod?2). So, n = 2k and, therefore, 52% — 1 :4?% -1 «—= 25 —1: 16" —

1 = 25F —1:15 = 25K —1:5 <= 1:5, that is contradiction.

Problem 1.10
Since a"b™ = c"d" then WLOG we can assume that n = 1. Let k =
ged (d,b) and ¢ := pP =3 then d = kq,b = kp,ged (p,q) = 1 and since
d_q

a
ab=cd <= — = -+ then a = tq,c = tp.
c

=3 =
Therefore, a2 +b%+c?+d? = 2> +k2p? +t2p?> + k2% = (p2 + q2) (k2 + t2) .

3

Problem 1-11

We will find remig (24712) Since 242 = (—1)*"*! (mod 5) «= 2%+2
—1(mod5) <= 242 = 4(mod5) and 2*"*2 = 0(mod2) then 24n+2
4 (mod 10) and, therefore, 53— 22 = (5" —2%) (mod 11) = 0 (mod 11).

Problem 1.12
Suppose that for some natural n there is natural m such that

(n+1)°+ (n42)°+ ...+ (n+1000)* = m? —

1000m + 2n (1 + 2 + ... + 1000) + 1% + 22 + ... + 1000% = m? <=

10001001 -2001
6 -m

1000n2 4+ n - 1000 - 1001 +

- rka t
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100012 + n - 1000 - 1001 + 500 - 1001 - 667 = m?.

Since m? divisible by 500 then m divisible by 50, that is m = 50k for some
k € N and, therefore,

1000n2 + n - 1000 - 1001 + 500 - 1001 - 667 = 2500k% <~

2n? 4 2002n + 1001 - 667 = 5k* = 2n* +2n + 2 =0 (mod 5) =

4n?+4n+4=0(mod5) <= (2n+ 1) =2(mod5) that is contradiction,
because there are no squares of integers which is congruent 2 by modulo 5.
Indeed, for r (mod5) € {0,+1,+2} we have 72 (mod 5) € {0,41}.

Problem 1.13

Let 2n+41 = ¢2,3n+1 = p2.Since ¢2 odd then ¢ = 2k+1 for some k € Z and,
therefore, 2n + 1 = (2k +1)° <= n = 2k (k+ 1) .Hence, p> = 3- 2k (k+ 1) +
1 =6k?>+6k+1 = pis odd, that is p = 2t + 1, for some integer ¢.Therefore,
PP =6k2+6k+1 < (2t+1)°=6k2+6k+1 <

2t(t+1)=3k(k+1). Then 3n =6k (k+1) =4t(t+1) : 8 = n:8
Si 24+¢% = 5n+2 then p>+¢? = 2 (mod 5) <= p* =1(mod5) —
mce p q- =on en p q- = mo qzzl(modf))

n=p?—¢*>=0(mod5).Thus, n : 40.

Problem 1.14

Let S (n) be sum of digits of natural number n. Assume that there is a
N such that S (a?) = 1985. Then a?> = S (a*) (mod3) = 1985 (mod 3)
—1(mod3) but that isn’t possible because for any integer a we have a
0,41 (mod3) = a*=0,1(mod3).

I m

Problem 1.15.
Let 2" + 4™ = 2 Firstly we will prove that n # 2m. Suppose that n =
2m.Then 22™ + 4™ =2 «—= 22m+1 —¢2 that is the contradiction.
Consider case n < 2m.Then 2" + 4™ = {2 «— 2" (1 + 227”_") =2 =
{ ?;2%}; for some natural p and odd gq.
Hence, 1+ 22m=P) = 2 — 220m=P) < ¢2 < (14-27m7P)
q <14 2™7P that is the contradiction.
Let now n > 2m.Then 27 + 4™ = 2 — 2°™ (1 +2”’2m) = ¢2.Since
n can’t be even (because otherwise we get contradiction ) then n = 2p +
1 for some natural p > m and, therefore, 22" (1—&-22(?*"’)*1) = t? =
1+ 22(p—m)+1 — q2
{ t=2"Mq
Letl:=p-—mthen | > 0and 14+2%*! = 2 <= 22+l = (4-1)(¢+1) =

? = 2mP <

for some natural q.
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q_1:20 q:2b—1+2a—1
g+1=2" = 1=201 201 <:>{a_1%
0<a<ba+b=20+1 0<a<ba+b=20+1 7

Hence, m = p—1, n =2p+ 1 and t = 3- 2P~ ! for any natural p,that is
22p+1 4 gp-1 — (3.90-1)%

Problem 1.16 n

a) Since ord, (n!) = [5] + [

n n

S

] where k is such that n > 2F and
n < 2% then

ordy (n!) <

) (p—1n n (p—1)n n
b) Since —— < pk_l,k =1,2,... then . < s

and, therefore,

ordy (=) = $5 [E 0T <o LT ko (o)

Emax |
c) By Legendre formula ord, ((n!)!) = [n] , where 2kmax < n! and

k=1 |2
Qkmaxtl > p)
! —1)! —1)! ! —1)!
Since ;—k = (712# >n {(n ok ) } then [;} >n [(n o ) } and, there-
fore,

Fmax [ (n — 1)!
ordy ((n)!) > n k§1 [ ok

=n-ord, (((n =) = ord, (((n —1)HH™").

[

kmax n ktnax n
d) Since ord, ((pn)!) = [pk =n+ [ ] =n+ ordy, (n!)

2
then ord, ((];n')') = ordy, ((pn)!) — ord, (n!) = n.

&) () > (n— )" <= (al)! > Z') — > ()™

We will prove more general inequality m!n™ > m™ for any m,n € N,n > 3.
Math Induction by m € N;m > 3.
Let m =1 then Iln! > 1! <= n>1;
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m =2 then 2In? > 22 «— 2?2 >4 «— n? > 2;
m = 3 then 3In3' > 33 < 6n® > 27 < 2n% > 9 holds for n > 3.
Instead step of MI we will use multiplicative reduction, that is we will prove

inequality
1ym+1 m—+1
(1) (m+1)n > (m+1) meN.
mln™ mm
‘We have
1 m—+1 1 m 1 m 1 m

(1) = (m+1)n2(m# — nzw = n> (1+) = n>e> (1+>

m m m m

Applying inequality m!n™ > m™ for m = nl,n > 3 we obtain inequality
() > ((n—1))™ for any n > 3.

If n=1then (1)! > (1 - 1)) = 1=1.

If n =2 then (21)! > ((2 — 1)!)2! <= 2> 12 =1 also holds.

So, (n)! > ((n — 1))™ holds for any n € N.

Problem 1.17

a) Suffice to prove that ord, ((n!)!) > ord, ((n!)(n71)1> = (n—1)lordy, (n!) for
any prime p.

By Legendre formula

Kmax |
ord, ((n)) = > {n} , wherept™> < nl andp®=>+1 > nl.
k=1 LP
) n! (n—1)n {n} {n'} [n]
Since — = ———— > (n—1)!|—| then |—| > (n—1)!|—| and,
pk pk ( ) pk; pk; ( ) pk
therefore,

ordy, ((nh)!) > (n —1)! I:Izj( LZ“} =(m—-1!ord,(n!) =(n—-1)!ord, (n!).

) n!l (n—1n (n—1)!
b) Since P >n [ o then
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n n
c) n—k =n" L. % >nnt {nk} S [nk} >nnt [Z] and, therefore,
p p p p p
ord, ((n™)!) > n""tord, (n!)
m-+k m m m-+k m
e) r — =nk. ni > nk [nl ] — [n - ] > nk [nk] and,therefore,
p p p p p

g) First we will prove that ords ((2n)!) > ords (n!) + ords ((n + 1)!).
To prove that suffice to prove inequality

] [+ [52) ena

1
For k = 1 holds equality n = {g] + {n—;— } .
n 1 n 1 n+1
Let k > LThen 5 = 2 [ 2] + 5 [ . ]
Since for any positive x and natural m we have
- > {—] = mzm{—} = [x]zm[—} = — > {—}
m m m m m m
then ) LT ) )
n n n+ n—+
k-1 [E] = [27} md | 73 } = [ 2k ]
Hence,

n 1 [n 1 n—|—1_> n n+1
9h 1~ gk 1 {§}+2k—1 2 —{QT]JF o |

n n n+1
> -
3] 2 [ + |5
and, therefore, ords ((2n)!) > ords (n!) + ords ((n + 1)!).
Let now p > 2.Note that 2n > p ({n] + [n—l— 1]) JIndeed, let n = Ip +

1
rowhere 0 < r < n—1If r < n —1 then :[n—i—
p p

1
fore,p([;ﬂ + {n;— }) = 2pk < 2pk + 2r = 2nIf r = p — 1 then [Z] =

n

] = k and, there-
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1
k, [n;— } =k + 1 and, therefore,

p({;] + [nZID — ok +p <2k +2(p—1)

because 2(p— 1) >p < p > 2.

Since
1 2 1 1 1
wze (5] [57]) = Sl [
b p p p b p p
o 7] T .
then applying inequality — > [—} we obtain
m m

2n> 1 |n 1 (n+1 >2n> n n+1
e T e R e V7 I O

p
2n n n+ 1}
— |z ||+
[ p } [p’“} p*
and, and, therefore,

ordy ((2n)!) > ord, (n!) + ord, ((n+ 1)!).

Combinatorial solution.

2n
2n)! 2n\ -
Note that oy ((nj—)l)' = nj—l . Since ged (n,n + 1) = 1 then < nn> D (n+1) iff

n

2n 2n
2n\ - "\ n "\ n 2n
n< ) t(n+1) = n 1 is integer. But, i :<n—1> eN.

h) (n41)(n+2)...(n+m) : m! for any n,m.
First solution is combinatorial:

(n+1)(n+2)..(n+m) _ (n—i—m—&—l).

m!

m

Second solution.
m+1)(n+2)...(n+m) (n+m)!

Since = we will prove that
m! nlm!

ordy, <(n+m)') >0 < ord, ((n+m)!) > ord, (n!) + ord, (m!).

nlm!

Since [z + y] > [z] + [y] then {n—}—km} > {i} + {W:} and, therefore,
p b b~

ordy, ((n+m)!) > ordy, (n!) + ord, (m!).
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Problem 1.18

1
Since Sn:n(nTchen Sy =1(modb) <= n(n+1)=2(modb) <—
n*+n—-2=0(mod5) < (n+2)(n—1)=0(mod5) +—
n+2=0(mod5) n = —2 (mod5)

n—1=0(mod5) — n = —4 (mod 5)

Thus, n =5k — 2,k e Norn=5k—4,k € N.

Another variant of solution:

Since 5 is prime then
Sp—1 n(n+1)—2

1)—-2
€l — EZZM

_ / 2 —1):
E 5TE E €2 <= (n+2)(n—1):5 <=

n+2i5 | n+2i5 _ [n=5k-2keN

. . =bk—-4,keN
n—1:5 n+4:5 " k€

Problem 1.19 ) )

Let a, == (V3+1)" +(V3-1)" = (4+2v3)" + (4—2v3)". Then
a, satisfy to the recurrence a1 — 8a, + 4a,—1 = 0 and a9 = 2,a7 = 8.S0,
an is integer for all n € N. Since (4 — 2\/§)n € (0,1) then from representation

(V3+ 1)2n =a, — (V3-— 1)% and (V3 + 1)% € (a, —1,a,) follows that
apn, = “\/?:—I— 1)271—‘ ([z] is ceiling of x)

We see that a,, : 2"t for n = 0, 1.From supposition a,: 2", a,_1: 2" and

ant1 = 8ap, — 4an_1 =4 (2a, — a,—1) immediately follows that a1 19.om,
Let now by, = % then by = 1,0y = 2 and byy1 = 4by — by_1.
Since by41 = bp—1 (mod 2) then by, = 1(mod 2) and ords (agy,) = 2m + 1.
( agm = 22+ by, where by, odd for any m € NU{0}.)

2. Diophantine equation.

Problem 2.1
We will solve equation

3z — V922 + 160z + 800
y =

T — 927 + 160z + 800 = (3z — 16y)° —

8y2 — 25

524+ 3zy — 82 +25=0 < z = .
oy — oyt TS 3yt
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Note that

ged (8y” — 25,3y +5) = ged (y° + 15y + 25,3y + 5) = ged (3y* + 45y + 75,3y + 5) =

ged (40y + 75,3y + 5) = ged (y + 10,3y + 5) = ged (y + 10, 25) € {1,5,25}.

Since z is integer iff ged (y + 10,25) = |3y 4+ 5| then possible three options:
By+5| =1 < y=-2, B3y+5| =5 < y=0and |[3y+5| =
25 <= y=-10.

8-4—25
Hence for y = —2 we obtain x = 615 = —7,for y = 0 we obtain x = —5
8-100 — 25
and for y = —6 we obtain x = 310y 5 = —31.

3z — V922 + 160z + 800 .

So, 16 is integer only for x = —5, -7, —31.

Problem 2.2

Since = z — 2y (mod 2) then equation 22 —2xy = 1978 have no sulutions in
integers (z,y) with odd x because then z? — 22y = x (z — 2y) is odd, and
have no integer sulutions (z,y) with even x because then x? — 2xy is divisible
by 4 but 1978 isn’t divisible by 4.

Problem 2.3
Note that 2m? + m = 3n2 4+ n can be rewritten as

2 2

2m? =24+ m-—n=n?> < (m—n)2m+2n+1)=n

and as

2

3m? —3n*+m—n=m? < (m—n)Bm+3n+1)=m?

Note that if m —n is a perfect square then it immediatelly imply that 2m +
2n+1,3m—+3n+1 are perfect squares as well. Thus, suffices to prove that m—n is
a perfect square for any natural n, m that satisfies to equation 2m?4+m = 3n2+n.

3 1
Since 2m?+m = 3n?+n <= m2m+1)=n(Bn+1) < m_sntl
41 n 2m +1
m a
Let 4 be irredusible fraction such that i = — = —.
b 2m +1 n b
Th m _a q n+1l  a bm—an =20
o n b an 2m+1 b 3bn—2am=a—>b
ab — b?
n=-———
3b2 — 2a2
a? — ab

T Bp —9g2

Since d (Sb2 —2a?,a% — ab) =d (3b2 — 2ab,a® — ab) =d(3b—2a,a—0b) =

d(b,a—b) = d(b,a) = 1 and similarly d (3b* — 2a?,a® — ab) = 1 thenn,m €
Z iff [3b* — 2a%| = 1.

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 38



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

But 3% — 242 = —1 have no solutions because
30* — 20> = -1 = a* = —1(mod 3)

and that isn’t possible.

So, remainse 3b? — 2a? = 1 which have infinitely many integer solutions.

Since all integer solutions of equation 2m? +m = 3n? 4+ n can be represented
in the form

(m,n) = (a2 —ab,ab — b2) where a,b be any coprime numbers satisfying
302 —2a%2 =1

then m —n = a® — ab— (ab—b?) = (a—b)°.

Problem 2.4
Let (z,y, 2) # (0,0,0) is integer solution of equation 23 —2y%—423 = 0. Since
x divisible by 2 then x = 2z then

823 — 22 — 423 =0 = 423 — P -2 =0 = ¢y 2 = y=20 —

4ot —8yP — 223 =0 <= 22 —dy} — PP =0 = 2=22 =

203 — 4y — 820 =0 = 2% — 27 — 42 =0.
Thus, starting with non-zero solution (x,y,2) we obtain new non-zero so-

1
lution (z1,y1,21) = 3 (z,y,2). Similarly from (z1,y1,21) we obtain integer

1
non-zero solution (zs,ys,22) = 3 (21,91,21) and so on.....from (Zn,Yn,2n) #

1
(0, 07 0) we obtain (xn—i-la Yn+1, Zn—i-]-) = 5 (xna Yn, Zn) NUAS N. Hence, (xna Yn, Zn) =

— (z,y, z) be triple of integer numbers for any natural n.Since |z| + |y| + |z| €

2n
x|+ + |z
N and (2n,Yn, 2n) # 0 for any n then |z,| + |yn| + 2| = HL#

infinite strictly decreasing sequence of natural numbers.

And that is the contradiction to Well Ordering Principle: Any non empty
subset of natural numbers has the smallest element. So, equation z3—2y3—423 =
0 have no non-trivial ineger solution.

Problem 2.5
We will find a solution in the form (x,y, z) = (2”7 2m 2’“) .By sbstitution in
equation we obtain 237+1 4 25 = 27k and we claim

3n+1=>5m 3n+2="7k Tk = 2 (mod 3)
Sm+1="7k S5m+1="7k 7k =1 (mod 5)
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We have
Tk = 2 (mod 3) k =2 (mod 3) k =2 (mod 3) PN
7k =1 (mod 5) 2k =1 (mod5) 2k = —4 (mod 5)

k =2 (mod 3) k =2 (mod3) 5k = 10 (mod 15) _
{ k= —2 (mod 5) = { k=3 = 3% = 9 (mod 15) < 2k =1(mod15) <

k=8(mod15) <= k=15t+8,t€Z.
Then, 3n4+2 =7k +8 <= 3n = 105t + 54 <= n = 35t + 18 and
Sm+1=7k+8 <= bm =105t + 55 <= m =21t +11,t € Z.
Thus, (z,y,z) = (23718, 221+11 215448) g solution of equation 222 +y° =
27 for any natural ¢.
Indeed, 2 - (235t+18)3 + (221t+11)5 — 2105455 4 9105455 _ 9l05¢+56 _

(215t+8)7 _

Problem 2.6 (44.Met.Rec)
We will find a solution in the form (z,y, z, ¢, u,v) = (¢,t,t,t,2v,v) .By sbsti-
tution in equation we obtain 4¢3 = 16v* — v* <= 4t3 = 15v*. If we can prove
that equation 4t = 15v* has infinitely many natural solutions then original
equation has infinitely many natural solutions as well.
We will find a solution of equation 4¢3 = 15v* in the form (¢,v) = (4“15"7 4cl5d) ,a,b,c,d €
N.
Then 4t% = 150* becomes 439111530 = gic]54d+l {

We have

3a+1=4c
3b=4d+1

3a+1=4c <= 4c—3a=1 < 4(c—-1)=3(a—-1)

c—1=3p c=3p+1
{ a—1=4p ,DEZL <= { a=dp+1 ,p EZ.
. c=3p—2 . . .
In particular, a—dp—3 p € N give us infinitely many natural a, c.
o b=4qg—1
Similarly, 30 =4d+1 < 3(b+1) =4(d+1) < d=3q—1 ,q €
. . b=4q—-1 . . .
7Z and, in particular, d=3g—1 ,q € N give us infinitely many natural b, d.

Thus, (t,v) = (4*~315%~1 43%=215%~1) p ¢ € N give us infinitely many
natural solutions (¢,v) of equation 4¢3 = 15v*.Indeed, 4 - (441”3154‘1*1)3 =
4121)7815121173 and 15 - (431)721531171)4 — 412p781512q73'

Problem 2.7

From experience of solutions to problems 2.5,2.6 where we used that all
exponents are totaly coprime, can be impression that this equation have no
natural solutions becuase all exponents
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aren’t totaly coprime. But it isn’t so. Here we can use another idea of
solution.

We will find natural solution represented the form (z,y, z,t) = (azS, bz?, 2, cu) .

For such (z,y, z,t) equation becomes (a4 + 05 4 1) 21?2 = ¢*u* and we claim
a* + b5 + 1 be 4-th degree of some natural number. Easy to see that a =
2,b = 2 satisfy this requirement. Then for (z,y,z,t) = (223,222,z,cu) we
have 812!2 = c*u* <= 32* = cu.Thus, we obtain infinitely many natural
solutions of equation % + ¢ + 212 = #* represented by quads (x,y,z2,t) =
(223,222, 2,32%) ,z € N.

Problem 2.8

a),b),c)

Since for any integer number a can be represented in the form a = 3k +
r where r € {0,1,—1} then a® = 27k® + 27k?*r + 9kr? + 73 and, therefore,
a® = r3 (mod 9) for any a € Z. Thus, since r € {0,1,—1} thenr3 € {0,1, -1} as
well. Hence, for z,y,2z € Z we have x = 3k + p,y = 3l + ¢,z = 3m + r, where
p,q,r € {0,1,—1} and, therefore, 2% + 3® = p + ¢ (mod 9) and 23 + y3 + 23
p? + ¢ + r3(mod9) where —2 < p? +¢®> < 2 and -3 < p? + ¢ + 13
3.Thus, 2® + y* = +4(mod9), 23 + y> = £3(mod9) and 22 + y> + 23
+4 (mod 9) impossible.

d) Since 117 : 9 then 2® + 117y = 5 — 2° = 5(mod9) — 2°
2(mod3) = z® =8 (mod9),

but 5 isn’t congruence to 8 by modulo 9.

Remark.(Just in case).

Since 2® 4+ 12+ 23 = 3zyz+ (z + y + 2)° =3 (¢ + y + 2) (zy + yz + zz) then

P+’ +22=2+y+2(mod3).)

A

Problem 2.9
Since

3a = 2°4+2y* = 2%42y* = 0(mod3) <= 2? =9 (mod3) <= |z| = |y| (mod3) =
then

z =0(mod3),y = 0(mod3)
x =0 (mod3),y =0 (mod3) where |o|=|§| =1

Casel. Let = 0(mod 3),y = 0 (mod 3). Then x = 3p,y = 3¢,p,q € Z and,
therefore, 3a = 9p? + 18¢> <= a =3 (p* +2¢%).
Note that (n?+2m?) (p* +2¢%) = n?p? + 4m?¢® + 2n%¢* + 2m?*p? =
n?p? +4nmpq+4m?q® 4+ 2n2q* — dnmpq+2m?*p* = (np + qu)2 +2(ng — mp)2 .
Since 3 =1+2-1 then a = 3 (p? + 2¢%) = (p+2q)2+2(q—p)2.

Case 2. Let x = 6 (mod 3) ,y = ¢ (mod 3) , that is © = 3p+4,y = 3g+0 where
lo| = |6] = 1.Then 3a = 2% + 22 <= 3a = 3p+0)° +2(3q+0)° =

- rka t
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9p? + 6pd + 18¢% + 12q0 + 202 + 6% = 9p? + 6pd + 18¢* + 12q0 + 3 =
a=3p*+6¢>+2(pd+2q0) +1 :3p2(52+6q202+2(p6+2q0)+1 =

p26% + 4202 + dpgdo + 2 (pd + 2q0) + 1 + 2p26% — 4pgdo + 2¢202 =

(pd + 2q0)2+2 (pd + 2go)+1+2 (pd — 2q0)2 = (pd + 2q0 + 1)°+2 (pd — 2q0)2 .

Problem 2.10 “ c
Let 3 and p be irredusible fractions for which equation y = 22 + -z + — in

b d
b
integer x,y is solvable in integer z,y. Since Ec = by — bz®> —axr € Z and
ged (¢,d) = 1 then b : d, that is b = kd.
d d
Since, (yf:rQ)dfc = abx = % = % and ged(a,b) =1 =

ged (a, k) = 1 then o = kt for some integer t.Hence,

B g I C _prp o Gt
y_x+bx+d<:>y_kt+kd+d<:>y k*t* = T

t
Since ged (¢, d) = 1 and are

€ Z yield ged (a, d) = 1 (because otherwice,if

at + ¢ at + ¢
€7 =
p

ged (a,d) = p # 1) then

ged (¢,p) =p # 1.

But ged (¢,d) =1 = ged (¢, p) = 1. That is contradiction.

Thus, we obtain the following necessity condition for irreducible fractions
a

c
— and - :

b

eZ:>EeZ<:>
p

1. b = kd, for some integer k;

2. ged (a,d) = 1.

Let 2 and < be irredusible fractions such that b = kd, for some integer k and
ged (a,d) = 1.

Then equation at + ¢ = 0 (mod d) have infinitely many solutions in integer
t because ged (a,d) = 1.

Let t be any such solution.Then for x = kt we have

akt ¢ at +c

2 @ c 2,2 2,2
- - =k“t — 4+ - =kt
m+bm+d +l<:d+d + d

€ Z.

* Problem 2.11(3932 CRUX)
Let z,y be natural solution of equation 2% — 14zy + 3% — 4z = 0.
Since = = y (mod 2) and

e’ —lUzy+y’—da = 0 <= y*—lday+492° = 4 (122° + 2) < (y— 72)? = 22 (122° + z)

y— Tz

2
then 122242 = ( > , that is1222 + z is the perfect square of integer

number.

- rka t
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y—Tz
2
tion 12u? + u = v2. Opposite, let (z, z) is positive integer solution of equation
1222 4+ x = 22.
Then = and y = 7z & 22 satisfy to equation 22 — 14xy + % — 42 = 0.
Solving equation 1222 + z = 2? in natural numbers.

Let k := ged(z,2) and let a := Zh o= % then 1222 + 2 = 2?2 <=

Therefore, pair (u,v) = (w,

D is positive integer solution of equa-

k?
12z +1 z a
=-=- <
z x b
b2
ar b =0 T
{ 12bx —az = —b — ab , where a, b
2= —
a? — 122

Since ged (a2 — 1262, bz) = gcd (aQ, b2) =1 then x can be integer only if

la® —12b%| = ged (a® — 12b%,0%) = 1.

But since a? + 1 for any integer a isn’t divisible by 3 then equation a? —

12b> = —1 <= a® + 1 = 12b* have no integer solutions. Thus, remains only
equation a? — 126> = 1. Since a® — 120> = 1 implies that a,b are relatively
prime then any natural solution (a,b) of Pell equation a? — 12b> = 1 induce
natural solution (z,z) = (b%,ab) of equation 122% + z = 22 that is

S:={(z,2) | #,z € Nand 122*> + 2 = 2*} = {(b*,ab) | a,b € N and o* — 12b* = 1}

.("Pell parametrization" of all natural solutions of equation 122 + x = 22).
Note that (a,b) = (7,2) is smallest natural solution of a? — 12b*> = 1 and,
therefore,

{(a,b) | a,b € N and a? —120° = 1} = {(@n,bn)}, 51

where both a, and b, satisfy to the same recurrence 7,42 — 147,41 +
rn, = 0,n € N with different initial conditions a1 = 7,as = 97,b1 = 2,by =
28.Let 6, := Tb, — 2a,,n € N then §,,0 — 146,41 + 6, = 0,n € N and
01=0,00=7-28—2-97=2.

Since 69 = 2,69 — 01 > 0 and 0,42 — §pt1 = Opy1 — O + 126, then by Math
Induction §,, > 0 for any n > 1 and §,,+1 > ¢, for any n € N.

Hence 7b% — 2a1b; = 0 and 7b2 — 2a,,b, = b,0,, > 0 for any n > 1.

So, all pairs (z,y) = (b?, 7b* + 2ab) where (a, b) be any solution of Pell equa-
tion a? — 12b% = 1 in natural numbers, excluding solution, indused by (a,b) =
(2,7) and y = 7b? — 2ab, represent all natural solutions of equation 2% — 14zy +
y? — 4z = 0.

Then ged (z,y) = ged (b%, 7b% + 2ab) = bged (b, 7b + 2a) = bged (b,2a) =
bged (b, 2) = 2b(because all b, are even) and, therefore, ged? (z,y) = 422
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Problem 2.12
So, we have to solve equation 16z + 17y + 21z = 185, x,y,z € NU {0}.
Let u := z+y,n := 185 —21z then equation becames 16u+vy = n,where u >
y>0 and 0 < z < 8 because 185 — 21z > 0 <= 2z < 8.Let ¢t := 8 — z.Then
n=17421t,0<t<8,z=8—t.Sincey=n—16uthen 0 <y <u < 0<

n—16u <u < [n—|—16} Sug[n}.

17 16
16
Noting that n < 185 — n < 256 <= % > % we conclude that

equation 16u + y = m have integer solution (u,v) such that v > y > 0 iff

n+ 16 n -
{ T } = [1—6} , that is iff for ¢ € {0,1,...,8} holds

(1)

33+21t]  [17+21t
17 o 16 ’

Then for each such ¢ we have n = 17 + 21t,u = [%} Y = 16{%},x =
u—1y,z=8—t.

n+ 16 n
NPT
0 17 1 1 1 1 0 8
1 38 3 2
2 59 4 3
3 80 5 5 5 0 5 5
4 101 6 6 6 5 1 4
5 122 8 7
6 143 9 8
7 164 10 10 10 4 6 1
8 185 11 11 11 9 2 0
Thus, minimal number of boxes provide solution (z,y, z) = (0, 1,8).

Remark.
Intuitively, it is clear that the larger the capacity of the boxes involved in
terms of transportation
for a given volume of cargo, the smaller number of boxes needed.
Hereof, maximal value of z which provide solvability of equation 16x + 17y +
21z =185
in nonnegative integer x,y at the same time provide mimimal value of cor-
respondent
sum x+y+z. For z = 8 we we have 16x+17y+21-8 = 185 < 16z+17y =
z=0
y=1
So, solution (z,y,z) = (0,1,8) provide minimal number of boxes which is

17 «~—

9.
This intuitive and plausible reasoning leads to the following elegant solution:
Solution 2.

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 44



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

Let ¢t := x4+y+2.S0, we should minimise ¢ for nonnegative integer x, y, z that
satisfy

16z 4+ 17y + 21z = 185.

Note that 185 — 21z = 16z + 17y > 0 — 185 — 21z > 0 <«<— =z <
@ £E < BS} =38
21 — 121

Also note that 185 = 16z + 17y + 21z = 21t — 4y — ba = 21t = 185 +
4y + 5z > 185 —

185 ez 185 + 20

b= 21 iz { 21

system of equations

} = 9.From the other hand for ¢ = 9 we obtain

@) {16x+17y+212—185 (:>{y+52_18516(x+y+z) —

T+y+z=9 z+y+z2=9

y+52=185—-16-9 y+ 5z =41
{ r4+y+2=9 = x=9—(y+2)

Since x >0 < y+2z<9and y =41 -5z then (41 -52)+2<9 <~
4z > 32 <— 2z > 8.
Thus, 8<2<8 <= 2=8 = y=1 = z=0.

Problem 2.13

Since z = 10n — 5z — 2y and z > 0 then number of non-negative integer
solutions of equation 5z + 2y + z = 10n equal to the number of non-negative
integer solutions of inequality bz + 2y < 10n.

10n — 5z 0<x<2n
< <z <
Then{ 5I;2y>—010n e | Usys 2 } = 1 gy < 5(2n — )
Y = 0 < 10n — 52,2 > 0 SY= 2

2
1 then number of non-negative integer solutions of equation 5z + 2y + z =
10n equal to the sum

> ({5(2712_3?)]-&—1):271—1—14-% [52]“]:271+1+2f (mwk):

=0 k=0 k=0

om —
Since for each z € {0, 1, ...,2n} number of pairs (z,y) equal to [M] +

2n k 2n 2n k
2n+1+ Y [} + X 2k=2n+1+2n2n+1)+ > {} =
k=0 2 k=0 k=0 2

n 27/ n 22_1 n n
4n2+2n+1+z[2}+ [ 5 ]:4n2+2n+1+zz'+§j(z'—1):

i=1 i=1 i=1 i=1

WP mA1+ Y Qi) =P+t 1+ Y (2 (-1)7) =

i=1 i=1
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A’ +2n+1+n’>=5m%2+2n+1.

3. Integer and fractional parts.

Problem 3.1
By Power Mean Inequality we have

<€@+VZ> _2Hd (%+5/1)3<24~

2 2

We try to prove that (v/2 + \3/41)3 > 23. Since (V2 + \3’/11)3 = 6+6 (V/2 + V/4) then
(V2+V3)° > 23 «= 6(V2+ V) > 17 <= 12 92+ 12 V4> 34,

Note that 12 ¥/2 = 3v/27 = 3/128 > 37/125 = 15. Thus remains to prove
12 V4> 19 <= 3%.25 > 19%. We have 19° = (20 — 1) = 8000— 12004601 =
6859 and 3%-28 =9.256-3 =9 768 = 7680 — 768 = 6912 > 6859.

17
Another proof of inequality 2+ 4> 5 :

Let 2 := ¢/24 /A then (V2 + ¥/4)° = 646 (2 + ¥4) <= 2° = 62+6. So,
x > 2 is root of cubic equation z® — 6z — 6 = 0. Let p (z) := 2® — 62 — 6.
Note that p(z) 1 [v/2,00).Indeed, let v/2 < z; < 2. Then p(z2) — p(z1) =
23—x3—6 (x3 — w1) = (z2 — x1) (23 + z221 + 2§ — 6) > 0,because x? > 2, zow1 >
17 17

1
2,22 > 2. Also, note then p(6) =@ 23 < 0. Since 67 > /2 and

17 17
p(x) T [V2,00) then z > 5 (From supposition v2 < 2 < z < 5 follows

17
0O=p(z)<p (6) ,that is the contradiction).

Problem-3.2
a) We have

U¢E+vn+1+vn+@1::Pn+3+2¢nm+4y+%ﬂmn+w+2¢m+1ﬂn+%}:

3n+3+[%ﬂﬂn+”+Q¢hm+2%+%dn+lﬂn+%y

Since by 2-AM-GM Inequality 24/n(n+ 1) < n+(n+1) = 2n+1,2y/n(n+2) <
n+(n+2)=2n+2,2y/(n+1)(n+2) < (n+ 1)+ (n+2) = 2n+ 3 (we wrote

< instead < Dbecause condition of equality in AM-GM Inequality is not
fulfilled) we obtain

2vn(n+1)+2yn(n+2)+2/(n+1)(n+2) <6n+6
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(Or, since 24/n (n+ 1) = VAn2 +4n < VAn2 + dn+ 1 =2n+1,2\/n(n +2) =
VAn? +8n < ViAn2 + 8n + 4 =2n+land 2y/(n + 1) (n +2) = Vdn2 + 6n + 8 <
VA2 +12n + 9 = 2n+3 then 2¢/n(n+ 1)+2/n(n +2)+2y/(n+ 1) (n + 2) <
6n + 6)

We will find lower bound for 2y/n (n + 1)+2y/n (n + 2)+24/(n + 1) (n + 2) using
3-AM-GM Inequality again, namely,

Vit D/ D4Vt D42 >3y Vet D) Vam+2) /it D (n+2) =

3nn+1)-nn+2)-n+1)(n+2)=3¢/nn+1)(n+2).

Note that n(n+1)(n+2) = n® +3n2 +2n > (n+5/6)> for any n >
2. Indeed,

2 125 125
n3+3n2+2n—(n+5/6)3:2—3_722(671_1)_2716Z

125 11 125 11 125
> 2 =

n

—(6-2-1)———>—.2-"=—__ " 5.

12 © A TTRT 206~ 6 216 "
Hence,
2vn(n+1)+2¢/n(n+2)+2y/(n+1)(n+2)>2-2(n+5/6) =6n+5.
Since

6n+5<2yn(n+1)+2yn(n+2)+2y/(n+1)(n+2)<6n+6

then

[2\/n(n+1)+2\/n(n+2)+2\/(n+1)(n+2)} =6n+5

and, therefore,

[(ﬁ+\/m+mﬂ =9n+8.

b) Since* [x] = [ [a:]} then, using a) we obtain

Vit i T4 vie 2] = | (Vi Vi T v g -

[\/[(\/mmwmﬂ — [Von+8].

Appendiz.
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Let p:=[y] thenp>0and p< /2 <p+1 < p* <z < (p+1)2.Since
p? is integer lower bound for x and [z] is biggest integer lower bound for z then
P<fl<e<@p+)’ = P<f<p+)’ = p< VRl <ptl

Vel =»

Problem 3.3 )
Obviously that 2 # 0 and easy to see that = ¢ Z because otherwice {} =1,
x

1
i.e. contradiction. Denoting n := [z] + [] + 1 we obtain that if x is solution
x

1
of equation {z} + {} = 1 then = ¢ Z and for some integer n this z satisfy
x
1 1
r+—|=|z|+—=>2.
x

1
equation 4+ — = n. Moreover, since |z| # 1 then |n| = 2]
x x

1
Let now n is integer such that |n| > 2 then equation z + — = n <<=

x
n++vn?—4

22 —nzx + 1 = 0 have two irrational solutions z = 5 or r =
/S
% = and for each we have

{x}—l—{i} — {a}+{n -} = {a} + {~a} = 1

1
Thus all solution of equation {z} + {} = 1 can be represented in form
x

n+vn?—4

T = 5 , where n € Z and |n| > 2.

¢
Problem 3.4.

Let S, = {(a,b) | a,b € N\ {1} and a® < n} Note that a® <n < a <
Yn < a<[¥Yn].Foranyb e {2,3,...,n} let Ay := {a | a € N\ {1} and a < [/n]}. Then
Sn = U Ap x {b} and, therefore, |S,| = > [4s] = > ([Vn]—1) = > [¥n] —
b=2 b=2 b=2 b=2
(n—1).
Note that a® < n <= b < log,n <= b < [log,n]. For any a €

(23,0} let By = {b| be N\ {1} and b < [log, n]} .Then S, = |J {a} x
b=2

n n

B, and, therefore, |S,| = > |Bs| = > ([log,n] — 1) = i [[log, n]]—(n — 1) .Thus,
b=2

a=2 b=2
bzzzz [log,n]] = (n—1) = bzzzz [Wn]—(n—-1) <= GEZ:Q llog, ] = bET:L:Q Vnl.

*Problem 3.5 (CRUX #3095)
Consider two cases:

1. Let [c—l—pb] < a, then p [c—i—pb

} < pa and we have inequality
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c+ pb

{chpb} < c+pb

: B
q q

= c+pbq{
Thus

b
c+pa+pb—(p+aq) {Ct}p}

ctpla+d) {c—&—pb} B
p+q q

(Gl ) B Gl s )

ptq

p+q

chpb} - c+pla+bd)

c+pb} <
p+q

So, we obtain inequality [ , which implies {

copert]

2. Let [c +pb

} > a, then c+ pb— ga > 0 and consequently

[c—i—p(a—kb)] _ [c—l—pb—qa+a(p+Q)]

N [c—kpb—qa} >a
p+gq p+q

p+q

Problem 3.6
a. Let p:= [n\/ﬂ then p < nv2 < p+ 1( nv/2 # p because V2 ¢ Q) and

on? — p2 on? — p2 1
n\@} =nV2—p= > >
{ P nv2 +p 2nV2 2nv2

because p < nv2 = p? < 2n? — 1< 2n? —p?

b. We will consider now natural n such that 2n? — 1 be a perfect square
(for example n = 1,5) that is we will find all pairs (n,p) of natural numbers
such that 2n? — p? = 1.

Let (n,p) be such pair. Then 2n? = p?> +1 < (p+ 1)2 and, therefore,

<2< (p+1)? = p<n/2<p+1 = [nV2] = p.

Also, since 1 = (v2+1)* (V2—1)" = (3+2v2) (3—22) then 1 = 2n%—
p? = (n\/i—kp) (nﬂ—p) = (n\/§—|—p) (3—1—2\/5) (n\@—p) (3—2\/5) = ((3n+2p)\/§+4n+3p) ((3n+2]
2 (3n +2p)° — (4n + 3p)°.

Thus, (3n + 2p, 4n + 3p) is natural solution of equation 2z? — y? = 1 and
starting from solution (1, 1) we obtain infinite sequence (n1,p1) , (n2, p2) , ..., (g, k) , ...of
natural solutions of equation 222 — y? = 1 defined recursively as follows

(1) ,kGNandn1 :plil.

Nk4+1 = 3Nk + 2Pk
Di+1 = 4ng + 3pk
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. n n n n 1
Since ng11 > 3ng <= 3;:; > S—k k € N and then 3:?: > 3—1 = 3 —
nre1 > 3% k€N = ny > 381 k € N.(Similarly p > 3%71).
1
Recall that p, = [nxv/2] .Then {nyv2} = npv2 — pp = ———— and
[ ﬂ { } neV2 + p
1 - V2 — p B 1

_ — = <
neV24pr 20V2 2nv/2 (nV2 + pi) 2nk\/§(nk\/§+pk)2

1 1 1 1 1

= . < . .
2npV2 (3F-1V2 + 3’“*1)2 2nv2 321 (2y/243) T 2mv/2 32T

Since for any positive real € we can find & such that < ¢ (for example

32k—1
1
take any £ > log, g) then for this & we have
1 1 1 1+¢
neV2+pr 2nV2 2le\/5 nk\[
Remark.

Note that since 2pg41 = 8ny + 6pr and 2p,, = ng11 — 3ng we have ngqo —
g1 = 8ng + 3 (Ngr1 — 3ng) < Ngeo — 6ngrr +np = 0,k € Nand ny =

1 1 2k—1
1,no = 5.Also note that Znif[nk\/ﬂ2 = 1land {nk\@} < +1/3

202
Problem 3.7
Let p := [¥/n]. Since n € N isn’t forth degree of natural number then

p<¥n<p+l <= p*<n<(p+1)" and

n—pt 1 N 1
Vn3 +pVn? + p2yn+p3 \4/n3+p\/4n2+p2%+p3 4/n3

{Vn} =Vn-p=

because Vn? +pvn2+p*n+p> < Vn3 + n- \4/n2—|—(\4/ﬁ)2 %+(¢/ﬁ)3
%

*Problem -3.8. (J289, MR) (Identity with integer parts).

1 1 1 1
Letn:=|——| thenl <n<—<n+l = —<l1—-a< - <=
l1—a l1—a n+1 n
-1 1 1
n <a< n and, therefore, w < a(l—l— }
n n -+ n
1 21 1
M <— L +1<all+ |— +1<n+1.Since + =
n+1 n 1—a

n — — + 1 > n for any natural n then
n

vza(is [ ]) erensn e (i [ ])] ¢ 1o
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e o ) -]

Or, such variant:

1
Prove that [(1 - x) 1+ [z])} + 1 = [z] for any real z > 1. Let n :=

1 1 1 n—1 1 n
[z] then1<n<z<n+]l = —— <= < — <— <l--<
n+1 x n n T n+1
and, therefore,
-1 1 1 1 21 1
=Dr+1) (1) (14 [a]) < MPHD o< <1> (1+ [2])+1 < n+1.
n x n+1 n T

2 _

1 1
+1=n——+1>n for any natural n then
n n

. n
Since

n§<1—;>(1+[ﬂc])+1<n+1 — [(1—i>(1+[m})}+1:n.

T

Thus, [(1 - 1) (1+ [x])} 1= a].

Problem 3.9. /

Let a,, := (m +vm?2 — 1)” + (m —vm?2 — 1)” then for a,, we have recur-
rence

Gp+1 — 2may, + a,—1 = 0 and initial conditions ag = 2,a; = 2m.

So, a,, is integer and even for all n and since, m — vm? —1 € (0,1) then

(m—vm? — l)n € (0,1) and sequently 1 — (m — v/m? — l)n €(0,1).

Therefore in representation

(m+m)n:an7(mf mel)n :(anfl)+(17(mf m2 —1 ")
L(m—l—myﬁ =aq,—1 and{(m—l-myl} :1—(m— m2—1)n.
Thus, {(m + M)nj is odd for all n.

% Poblem 3.10 (W 16, J.Wildt IMO 2017)
k2

For given natural n > 1 let I, :== {1,2,...,n} and let f (k) := [} for any
n

kel,.
Then we should determine |f (I,)].
Consider two cases.
Casel. n is even, that is n = 2m.

Lemma.

For any k € I, holds inequality f (k+ 1) — f (k) < 1.

Proof. 12 )
2 1

First we consider k € I,,,_1.Let 1 <k <m—1then f(k+1) = [ZJF]
m

k% +2m
dl1 k)= |———|.
and 1+ f (k) [ 5o }

- rka t
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Note that £k < m — 1 yields

E+2(m—-1)+1 k*+2m —1 k? +2m
1) < = < =1 .
f(k+ )_[ 2m } [ 2m }_[ 2m ] +f (k)
Also for k = m we have
m2+2m+1
m2 +2m + 1 2
NVN=|————— | = | ——=<% | =
Fm 1) = [ 2 2
{m2+2m+1} [1]
—_ m+2+ |— .
m m
2 - 2 _1+[5}_1+f(m)'
Corollary.

FL) = {0,1,2,..., [%]}

Proof.
. . . (k+1)?
Note that f (k) isn’t decreasing, that is f (k+1)— f (k) = |
k? m? m 1
> . = —_— = _— = —_— = . S
{ n } > 0. Also, f(m) {Qm} [ 5 } and f (1) {2m} 0. Suppose that

there is ¢ € I,,, /o for which f~1(i) = 9.0bvious that 1 < i < [%} Let k, :=
{k|ke€l,and f(k)<i}. Then f(ks) < i < f(ki+1) = f(ki+1)—
f (ks) > 1,that is contradiction to Lemma.ll

Now note that f (k) is strictly increasing in k € {m + 1,m + 2,..,2m} . In-
deed, since for any k € I,,, we have

B (m + k)? _[m®+2mk 4+ k*] m? + k2
fim k)= 2m N 2m =kt 2m
then
2 2 2 2
Flm+ (k+1)) = k+1+ W > k+{m2;k } — f(m+k) forany k € In_s

m

Hence, |f (Iam\Im)| = m and since |f (I,)| = {2

m+[%}+1= [3m+2]

[ +1 then £ (I)] =

2

- rka t
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Case 2. n is odd, that is n = 2m + 1.
Then as above we will prove divide this case on two parts.
First we consider f on I,11.
For any k € I,,, we have

k2 42k +1 k2 4+2m+1 k2
= < = =
flk+1) { 2m+1 }_[ 2m +1 } 1+{2m+1] L+fk+1)
and
m2+2m+1 m? 1
f(erl){ 2m +1 }1+{2m+1]’f(1){2m+1]0'

By the same way as above, using inequality f (k+ 1) < f(k) + 1, can be
2

proved that for any 0 <4 < 1+ [ mn } there is preimage in I, 41.
2m +1
m2
S I, =1 .
o0 If ()l = 14+ |5

Remains consider behavior of f on Inpi1\Imi1 ={m+1+k|kel, }.
For any k € I,,, we have

k24 k+ (m+1)°
2m +1

(m+1%+2(m+1)k+ k>

fm+1+k)= o 1

and then

k24 k+ (m+1)°
2m +1

(k+1*+(k+1)+ (m+1)?

>
Flm+14 (k+1)) > k+1+ S

> k4 =f(m+1+k).

Since f (k) is strictly increasing in k € Inpm41\Tm+1 then | f (Izme1\Im+1)| =
m.Thus,

m? 3m?+m
I'm = 1 =1 o 1 |-
|f Tama)] = m + +[szrJ +[2m+1]

1+ [3;”] if n = 2m
So, [f (In)| = 3m? + 3m + 1

1 if = 2m + 1
J{ 2m + 1 ]1" mt

For n = 2m we have |f(In)|:1+[372n} :1+[6T} :1—1—[].

For n = 2m + 1 we have
12m? + 12m + 4

3m? +3m+1 om + 1
I,)] =1 — | =1 =
|f (Z)] +[ 2m +1 ] + 4
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32m+1)°+1 [ 1 }
i Sk e el 3@2m+1)+
om+ 1 — 1t 2m + 1 1+{3(2m+1)}_1+{3n}

1
+ 4 4

So. It =1+ | 7]

Problem 3.11(U182)
1
Let x € (2, 1) Define sequence (z,),,5, as follows:

ro: =z and x, =2z, 1 — 1,n > 1.

1 1
Then for any x € ok 1> there is n such that =z, € { 2} Indeed, from
Tpt1 = 2T, — 1 <= xp41 — 1 =2(z, — 1) follows z,, — (xg—1) =
Ty =1-2"(1—2).
Since
1
1 1 "<
0<a, <= < 0<1-2"(1—-2)< - < ; 17T =
2 2 < 2n+1
11—z —

1
log, —— — 1< n < logy ——
gy 7 Ll sn<logy1—

1
then Llog2 1J is such n, (because for any real a by definition of integer
—x

part of @ we have |a] <a < |a|+1 < a—-1< |a] <a).
Hence, for such n we obtain f(xz) = f(zg) = f(2ze—1) = f(x1) =

fQRrr=1) = f(22) = ... = f(¥p—1) = f(22n—1—-1) = f(zn) = c. Thus
f(x) = ¢ for any = € [0,1) and, since by condition f (z) is continuous on
[0,1], then f(1)= lir{{ f(x)= lir{{ c=c

O

O

4. Equations, systems of equations.

* Problem 4.1(Generalization of M703* Kvant)
Let a := g+ r,b := r 4+ p,c := p+ ¢.Since p,q,r > 0 then a,b, c satisfy
to triangle inequalities and, therefore, numbers a,b,c determiner a triangle
ABC with sidelengths a = BC,b = CA,c = AB. Note that x,y,z have
the same sign and since zy+yz+zx and (¢+7)(z+ 1/z) = (r+p)(y+ 1/y) =
(p+ q) (z + 1/z) are invariant with respect to transformation (z,y, z) — (—z, —y, —z) we
further assume that z,y,x > 0.

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 54



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

Let o :=2tan 'z, 8 :=2tan"'y,~ := 2tan~! 2. Since z,y, z > 0 then

2 2 2
a,B,7€(0,7), a+l/wx = —, y+1/y = —, z+1/z = —, sy+yztzr =1
S S sin 7y

ino’ ing3’
(1) tan%tang—&—tangtan%—i—tan%tan%:1

and
(g+r)(z+1/z)=(+p) (y+1/y)=@+q) (2 +1/z2)

can be rewritten in the form

2) a:b c

sina  sinf8  sin~y

Now we will pay attention to the correlation (1).

We have (1) < tan% (tang + tan ;) =1- tangtan%. Note that

tan g tan% # 1 because otherwise since 3,7 € (0,7) we obtain tan% =0 <=
a = 0 (contradiction with o > 0). Thus,

B Y
(1) <t (ﬂ a) g Tty — t (ﬂ O‘) tan (247) —
an(———)=—~ =< an(———) =tan| =+ =
2 2 B v 2 2 2 2
1 — tan — tan —
2 2
T a [ T af v T
S =t s = =7 (b —— ==+ (0,7).
53 2+2 a+ B+ 7r(ecause2 5 2+2€ 2)

Since «, 8,7 € (0,7) and o« + 8+ v = 7 then «,3,7 can be consid-
ered as angles of some triangle with correspondent sidelengths sin ¢, sin 3, siny
which due to (2) is similar to triangle ABC.Hence, « = A, = B, = C and,

A B C A B C
therefore, (33, y,z) = | tan bR tan 5 tan 5} and (z,vy, z) = | —tan 50 tan 507 tan 5

solutions of the system

{ a(z+1/z)=by+1/y)=c(z+1/2)
zy+yz+zr=1

. A B C . a+b+c
It remains only to express tan 3 tan 5 tan 5 viap,q,r. Let s := — =
P+ g+ r then

A r  Js=b)(s—¢c) | qr
taLnQ_s—a_ s(s—a)  \Vpp+qg+r)
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and, cyclic,

¢ B D _ pq
an—=,/———— tanC =,/ ————.
2 Valp+qg+r) Vrp+q+r)
1 [ar [rp /pq) . .
So, (x,y,2) = t—— —, ./ —,1/— | all solutions of original sys-
@y ) ptqg+r < p q r 8 Y

tem.

Problem 4.2
First note that z,y, z # 41 ( if, for example, 22 = 1 then first equation give
us ¢ = 0).

2x
2 y:]__ 2

2r+zy=y ny
Then 2% +ylr =2 — z= 1.2
222+ 220 =2 Ezy
T2

Let o := tan™! (z) then x = tana, where a € (—7/2,7/2). Hence, y
tan2c, z = tan4a and third equation becomes tana = tan8a <= 8a =

k k
a+kr <= Ta=kr < a::7wherek€Zand‘7ﬂ <g — |k <
k 2k 4k
3. Thus, (x,y,2) = (tan %,tan %,tan 77T> k€ {-3,-2,-1,0,1,2,3}
represent all solutions of the system.
Problem 4.3
y=f(z)
Let f () := x — sinz.Then system becomes ¢ z = f (y)
z=f(z)

Note that function f(x) increasing in R.Indeed, let x; < x and 0 <
X9 — a1 < 7 then f(x2) — f(x1) = x2 —sinzy — (r1 —sinzy) = 29 — 1 —

. . To+2x1 . Ta— 21 . T2 — X1
(sinzg — sinwy) = xo—x1 —2COS 5 sin 5 > r9—x1—2sin >

0 because sint <tfor0<t< z.

Assume that x # y let it be © < y then f(z) < f(y) <= y< 2z =
fy) < f(2) <= z <. Thus, z < y < z < z that is the contradiction.

Ify<azthen f(y) < f(z) <= 2<y = f(z)<fly) <= <2z =
f(z) < f(2) < y < z,that is the contradiction again. So, x = y. Similarly
we get y = z and, therefore, t =y = z =t where ¢ is any solution of equation
sint = 0,that is t = nw,n € Z.

Problem 4.4.
First we will prove, using Math Induction, that for any real z1, o, ..., x,, holds

inequality

(1) n(zi+23+..+a2p) > (1 + T4 . )’
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and equality occurs iff x1 =z = ... = x,,.
1. Base of Math Induction.
2 (a:f —|—m%) > (x1 + x2)2 — (1 — .132)2 > 0 and equality occurs iff
Tr1 = T2.
2. Step of Math Iduction.
Since (z1 +z2 + ... + xn)2 <n(z?+a23+..4+22) by supposition of Math
Induction then

(1 4+ 22+ ..+, + san)Q =(x14+z2+...+ xn)2+2xn+1 (x1 +x2+ ...+ xn)—i—xiﬂ <

n (2 423+ o+ 20422041 (@1 + 22+ o @)+ (20 + 2]+ (2R g+ 2d) et (2l +2l) =

(n+1) (23423 + ...+ a2 +22,,) because 2z, 2; < 22 +a7,i=1,2,...,n.

Equality occurs by supposition of Math Induction iff 1 = 2o = ... = z,, and

Tpt1 = x4,0 =1,2,...,n by base of Math Induction.

Coming back to the system, since n (2} + 3 + ... + 22) = (z1 + x2 + ... + Tn)’
1

we can conclude that z1 =22 = ... = 2, = —.
n
Problem 4.5. ) ) ) ) ) )
Tty +z-=1 r+y =1-z2
a)Wehave{ r+y+taz=1+a {w—l—y:l—I—a—az

Since (z—y)° = 2(z+ 9% — (z+7y) = 2(1-2%) — (14+a—az)’ =
2(1-27%) — (14a—az)’ = —(a®*+2)22 +2a(a+1)z — a® — 2a + 1 then
—(a®+2)22+2a(a+1)z—a’—2a+1>0 < (a®+2)22—2a(a+1)z+
a?+2a—1 < 0, where latter inequality solvable iff discriminant of quadratic tri-
nomial isn’t negative, that is iff a2 (a + 1)* — (a?+2) (a? +2a—1) =2—4a >
0 < a<1/2

Thus, for @ > 1/2 the system is solvable only if a = 1/2 and in that case
we get for z inequality ((1/2)2 + 2) 22—-3/224(1/2)° <0 «— i (3z—1)°<
0 <= z=1/3.

For a = 1/2 and such z the system becomes

2?2+ 9?2 =8/9
{ r+y=4/3
So solution is (x,y,2z) = (2/3,2/3,1/3).

= r=y=2/3.

b) Solution 1.
Let x,y,z be solution of the system. Then z,y,z can be represented as
solutions of the cubic equation

(w—2)(u—y)(u—2)=0 < W—(z+y+2)u’+(zy +yz +22)u—ryz =0 <=

1) w®—av® + (xy+yz+ 22)u — Yz = 0.
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1 1 1

1
Since —+—+—- = — <= a(zy + yz + zx) = xyz then equation (1) becomes
Ty z a

u —au? + (zy +yz + 2x)u—a(vy +yz +22) =0 <=

(zy + 22 +yz +u’) (u—a) = 0.

Since u € {z,y, 2} then in particular for u = = we have

(zy+zz+yz+2°) (z—a) =0 <

xr=a
(z—a)(z+2)(z+y)=0 <= | z=—x
y=—x
y+z=0
Consider case z = a.Then ¢ 1 n 1 g & z=—ywherey € R\ {0} is
y oz
any. If z = —z then y = a and if y = —x then z = a.So, we get solutions

(z,y,2) = (a,t,—t),t € R\ {0}.And by symmetry we have also (z,y,2) =
(t,a,—t),(t,—t,a), t € R\ {0}.

Solution 2.

rt+yt+z=a rt+y=a—=z rt+y=a-—2z
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 z—a zZz—a RN
1,111 =41 1 1 1 - " 0
r 'y z a T Yy a =z Ty az
{a:er—O
rT+y=a—=2 Try=a—z c-a
z=a T=aq
==a rTt+y=a—=z = -z
zy+az=0 Y 4
TY = —az y=a
r=—z

Problem 4.6 (95-Met. Rec.)

We have
TH+y+z=2 r+y=2—-=z r+y=2-=z
Ty +yz+zzx=1 xy=1-2z(y+2) ay = (z—1)°

Since (z + y)2 —day = (v — y)2 then obtained Vieta’s System have solutions
iff (2—2)°—4(2—1)°>0 < 2(32—4) <0 < z€[0,4/3] and, due to
symmetry, z,y € [0,4/3] as well.
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Problem 4.7 (96-Met. Rec.)
Solution.
Note that

2(cosx — cosy) = cos2zcosy <= 2cosx = cosy (2 + cos2zx) <—

2cosz
2 = 1+2cos’z) < =
cosz = cosy (1 + 2cos® z) COSY = T
2|cos z| 1 2
Al te that ———— < —= < 2 -1) >0 <=
so mote that ;-5 "5~ < 7 (V2]cosz| —1)" >
1 2 2v/2
|cos x|, |cosy], |cos z| < —=.Since cosy = Lﬂ = V2cosy = %
V2 1+ 2cos”x 1+ (V2cosz)
2t
denoting, u := v/2cosz,v := v/2cosy,w := V2cosz and f(t) := T cen
rewrite original system in the form
[ (w)
(1) f(v) , whereu,v,w e [-1,1].
f(w)
Note that f (¢) increasing in [—1, 1] .Indeed, for —1 <¢; <ty <1 we have
2t 2t 2(ta —t1) (1 =21t
Fts) = f(t2) = —22 1 2(t2—t1)( 12)>0

1+62 1+ (EB+1)2+1)

because t1t2 < 1.Since f (t) increasing in [—1,1] then w,v,w can be solution
of (1) if w = v = w. Indeed, if we assume that v # u then in case u < v we
obtain f(u) < f(v) <= v<w = f(v) < f(w) < w < u and,
therefore, u < v < w < u,that is contradiction. If u > v then f (u) > f (v) <=
v>w = f(v)> f(w) <= w > u and, therefore, u > v > w > wu ,that is
contradiction again. So, u = v = w = t, where t = 0 is only solution of equation
f(t) =0.Thus, cosx =cosy =cosz=0 <= z,y,z€ {n/2+nw |neZ}.

5. Functional equations and inequalities

Problem 5.1(97-Met. Rec.)
a) Note that f (2?) — ( f@)*>1/4 =

f@®) = f@)21/d= f@)+( f(@)® < [(@®) = f(2)>(f(z)=1/2)".

Let = 0 then

F(02) = f(0)>(f(0)=1/2)% <= 0> (f(0)—1/2)® <= [(0)=1/2%
Let z = 1 then

FO) = f)>(f(1)=1/2)° < 0> (f(1)-1/2)° < [f(1)=1/2
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Thus, f(1)= f(0) and that contradict to claim
1 # 32 = f(z1) # f(22).

So, there is no functions that satisfy to conditions of the problem.

b) Let z =y = 0. Then f(0+0) < f(0)+ f(0) <= 0< f(0). From the
other hand since f (z) < z for any = € R we have f (0) < 0. Hence, f (0) = 0.By
replacing y in inequality f (z +y) < f (z) + f (y) with —z we obtain

fO)<f@)+f(-2) <= 0<f(@)+ f(—2) =

—fl)sf(-p)<—2 — —f@@) < -2 < < f(2)
and since f (z) < z then f (z) = x.
Problem 5.2 (99-Met. Rec.)
Note that equation f (z + f (x)) = f () have sence only if

+f(2) €[0,1] = —z<f(@)<l-z = —(@+f(@2) < f@+ (@) <1-(z+[(2) =

€T 1—=z
—r—f@) < f@)<l-z-[f(2) &= —5 < @) < —
O oy gy EEHIE) s I@) g 1o l@)
-3 < f(z) < %,and SO on....

1—2

For any natural n, assuming _Z <f(x) < for any = € [0,1], and by

replacing  with = + f (z) € [0,1] we obtain

_Lf(x)gf(x+f(x))§M —s
2O pay RO Ty < T

- x,x € [0,1] holds

1
Thus, by Math Induction, inequality _z < f(x) <
n

1—
for any natural n.Hence, lim (_f) < lim f(z) < lim — 0<

n— oo n n— o0 n—oo M

f@)<0 <= f(z)=0.
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Problem 5.3(100-Met. Rec.)
Note that

f@) f)-—zy=f@)+f(y)-1 <= f@)fy)-f@)-fy+tl=2y <= (f(z)-1)(f(y) - 1) =2y

Let y = 1. Then (f(z)—1)(f (1) —1) =z for any = € R. In particular for
z = 1 we obtain

tw-nr=1 = | JP T = IS
If f(1) =2 then (f(x)—1)(f(1)—1) =z yields f(z) -1 =2 <
f@) =zt
f(I)ff(l):2then (fx)=1)(f(Q)—1)=zyields (f(z) - 1) (1) =z <=
z)=1—-=2.

Thus, functions f () = x+1 and f (z) = 1 —z are all solutions of functional
equation of the problem.

Remark.

Continuity requirement in the problem is unnecessary.

Problem5.4 (101-Met. Rec.)

x
By replacing in equation x with — we obtain that
n

@ =f(2) e = r@=7(5)+2

n

for any real . Then
FE) =Lr(2) 2 e L@ = Lp(2) - 2
n/  n’ \n2 n? n’ \n/ n2’ \n2 n3’
Hence,

Parvar (7) = (D) +ivms (o)

:Jc3 — f(x):%f(m)+x+x

n n? n nd’

1
And again by replacing x in f (z) = —f (E) + 2 with % we obtain
n° \n n n

)b
Hence,
oot (35) o1 () 3 (1 (3) ) =
f(x):% (%)—I—%-ﬁ-%—&-%andsoon....

- rka t
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1 k
For any k € N assuming that f (z) = Jf (%) + 2:1 %
=

1
Then by replacing z in f (z) = —f (E) + 2 with ik we obtain
n’ \n n n

xy 1 T T 1 xy 1 x T
£ (5e) =5 Gaer) + e = il () = ! () + e
and, therefore,

1 T 1 z ko x 1 x T
fla)+ ﬁf (E) - ﬁf (ﬁ) + i; n2i—1 + n’“‘lf (n’“‘l) + pr

S

f(z) = nk+1f (nkl;rl) + Z

Thus, by Math Induction f (z) = ( )—|— Z 7 for any k € N.Then,
1 1
: LA . n p2ktl na 1 T
since len;o l; Tt zlen;O I and hIn nk+1f (nk-H) =
1=
0(1 i (nk+1) (khm nk$+1> = f(0) (due continuity of f in x = 0)
nx
and klingo nk+1 0) we obtain that f (x) = prRET
Remark.

And again Continuity requirement in the problem is unnecessary. Suffice
claim that f is boundeed in some neighborhood of 0.

Problem 5.5(14-Met. Rec.)

Suppose that there is function continuous on R such that f (z + 1) (f (z) + 1)+
1 =0. First not that f (z+ 1) (f(z) +1)+1 =0 yields f (z) # —1 for any z €
R because otherwise if f (z) = 0 for some xo then we get f(xo+ 1) (—1+1)+
1=0 <= 1 = 0. Furtermore, f(z) # 0 for any z € R,because other-
wise if f (zg) = —1 for some xy then we obtain f(xg+1)(0+1)+1=0 <
f (zo + 1) = —1 and that contradict to previous conclusion. Hence, since f (x) is
continuous on R then f (z) preserve sign on R.

From the other hand since

1 1 1 1
f(x—l—l):—W,xeRthenf(x—i-Q):—f(x_’_l)_’_l:—_ i ) 7@
fz)+1
If f(x) > 0 for all z € R then since f(z+2) = —1 — %x) < 0 we get

contradiction. If f(x) < 0 for all x € R then in the case —1 < f(x) < 0

- rka t
(©1985-2018 Arkady Al 62



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

1
we have f(z+2) = -1 — m > 0, that is contradiction again; In the case
T
1
z) < —1 we obtain f (z + 1) = ————— > 0—contradiction.
£ @) fat) =~

Problem 5.6(15-Met.Rec.)
For given n € N any natural a can be uniquely represented in the form*

a=k(n+1)+r, where ke NU{0},r € {1,2,...,n+ 1}

Let a € Nbe any. If a >n+2 then k> 1and f(a)= 1
f(k(n+1)4+r—1+1).Applying f(m+k) = f(mk—n) form==Fk(n+1)+
r — 1,k =1 we obtain

fl@=f((k(n+)+r—1)-1—n)=f(k(n+1)+r—1—n)=

flk(n+1)+r—1—-n)=f((k—1)(n+1)+r).
Thus, ifa >n+2 <= k > 1 then

fla)=fla=m+1)=..=fla—k(n+1))=f(r).

Let a € {1,2,...,n+ 1} then k = 0 and a = r.We will prove that f (r) =
f (@) for any r € {1 2,..,n+ 1} .Since » > 1 then by replacing ¥ € N in
fkn+ )—i—r) f(r) Wlth?"WQObtaiIlf(')" (n+1)+7r) = f(r) and applying
fm+k)=f(mk—n) form=r(n+1),k=r weget
fO)=frn+)+r)=f(r*n+1)—n)=Ff(r*(n+1)—n—-1+1) =

fF((rP=1)(n+1)+1)=f(1).

*Remark.
If a,b € N then there is unique pair (k, r) of integers such that a = kb+r and
1 <7 < b.Indeed, by Representation Theorem (division with remainder) there
are unique integer number p, p such that a = pb+p and 0 < p < b. If p # 0 then
=p and k :=p; If p=0thena =pb < a = (p—1)b+ b and
k:=p—1,r:=0.
We will prove uniqueness.

a=kb+r a=kb+rmr _
Let 1<r<b and 1< <b then kb+r = kib+r, =
blk—ki| = |r—ri|.Since 1 —b < r—ry < b—1 then |r—ry| < b.Hence,

blk—Fki|<b <= |k—ki| <l <= k=k = r=rnr.

*Problem 5.7(U182)
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1
Let x € (2, 1) .Define sequence (mn)nzo as follows:
ro: =z and x, =2z, 1 — 1,n > 1.
1
Then for any z € (2, 1) there is n such that z, € [0,
Tpt1 =22, — 1 =
Tpy1—1=2(x, —1) follows z, —1 =2" (29 — 1) <= 2z, =1-2"(1—x).
1 1 2" <
Slnce()gzn§§<:>0§172n(1,x)§,<:> 1 1-=x =

;} . Indeed, from

(\}

1 1 1
1Og2 m -1 S n S 10g2 m then {logz HJ

is such n, (because for any real a by definition of integer part of a we have
la] <a < la]+1 < a—-1 < |a] < a). Hence, for such n we obtain
fa)=f(zo) = fQRro—1) = f(z1) = fQRr1—1) = f(22) = ... = f2n1) =
[y —1) = f(zn) =c

Thus f (z) = ¢ for any = € [0,1) and, since by condition f (x) is continuous
on [0,1], then f(1)= hr{l, f(z)= lim c=c

rz—1—
6. Recurrences.
Problem 6.1( 4-Met. Rec.)

2
z +pand

Let (z,y) be pair of two coprime natural numbers such that

2 2
x
y e are integer numbers and let ¢ := s
x

Y
"exotic". Assume also that z > y and ged (z,p) = ged(y,p) = 1 We will
prove that ¢ > x and (¢,2) be exotic pair, that is ged (¢t,z) = 1,ged (¢,p) =
+p a*+p

1 and — are integer numbers.
x
2

€ N. Such pairs we will call

+p

l.t>2 — >z = 22 +p>ay & z(r—y)+p>0 (since

T > y);
2. Since ged (y,p) = 1 and ged (2% + p,p) = ged (22, p) = 1 then

a4 p z?+p
gcd(t,p)=gcd( , 729) = ged (y ” ,p) = ged (2® +p,p) = L.
(Here we used two folowing properties of ged :
i. Preservation Lemma: gcd (a,b) = ged (a — kb, b) for any integer k;
ii. Cancellation Property: If ged (¢,b) = 1 then ged (a,b) = ged (ac, b) )
<x2 + p) n
2 2 p 2 4 9002 2, .4
3. 2P e N Indeed, =2 = Y S e
x x x zy
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2 4 9pa2 2, 4
and LT EPT DY T = 2px+a3+p-
T T Y

2 2 2 2 4
+ + 2pz® +py” +
R N L _

2 2
p+ <x +p) € N then p? + 2pz? + py? + 2* : zy? because ged (z,y?) = 1.
Yy

(Ifa:b, a:candged(b,c)=1then a: be).
2
Also, obvious that TP

=yeN
Thus from exotic pair (x,y) we obtain new exotic pair (¢,2) with ¢ > z and
so on.... This process is infinite. To complete solution we have to prove existance
of exotic pair. Easy to check that pair (z,y) := (p+ 1,1) is exotic. Indeed,
2?2 +p Y’ +p
x

€ N because y = 1, =leNandged(p+1,1) =ged(p+1,p) =

2
. x, +
ged (1,p) . Thus, if o := 1,27 :=p+ 1 and zp,41 = — p,n € N then we get
Tn—1
increasing sequence xg, 1, ..., Tn, -..such that any pair (x,11,x,) is exotic. Since
2
T, +
Tparl = — P < 22 — 1, 17,1 +p=0,n€N then
Tn—1

2 2 2 2
Tyl — Tn42Tn = Ty — Tpn41Tn—1 = Tpy) T Tnt1Tn—1 = T) + Tpp2Tn

neN —

Tn+1 + Tn—1 Tn42 + Tn
Tn+1 (xn—&-l + xn—l) = Tn ($n+2 + xn) — = s
T anrl

Tpt1l +Tp—1 T2+ To 7P2+3p+1+1 _p+1D(p+2)

=p+2.

Tn 1 p+1 p+1

Thus the sequence xg, x1, ..., Tp, ... in reality defined by Linear Homogeneous
Recurrence

xn+1_(p+2) mn+mn71:07neN
zo=1,z1=p+1

of the second degree with constant coefficients.
By the way appears the following problem:
Find sufficient and necessity conditions for xy and x; for which all terms of
the sequence
ap +p

n—1

X0, L1, ..., Tn,..defined by recurrence x, 1 = ,n € N be integer num-

bers.
Problem 6.2(5-Met.Rec.)

First of all we note that a,, # 0 for any n € N. It can be easy proved by
Math Induction.
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1. Base of Math Induction: a1, as, a3 > 0;

2. Step of Math Induction: For any n € N assuming ay,, Gn41,apr2 >

An4+10n4-2 +5
[¢29)

0 we obtain a,+3 = > 0.Thus, an, Gpt1,0n42 > 0 =

. Ap+10n+2 + 5
An+1, An+42, An43 > 0.Since An43 = ai < Ap430n — Ap410n42 =
n
5,n € N then for any n > 2 we have

An+30p—0p+10p4+2 = Ap420p—1—AnGp+1 < (an+3 + anJrl) Gp = Ap42 (anJrl + anfl) <

Ap+3 + Ap+1 _ Ap+1 + Ap—1

Gp4-2 Qp
Gst a1 if n is even
That yields Gn41Fan-1 a4ajg a
an if n is odd
asz
2:-1+5
Noting that a4 = % = 7 we obtain
Gpt1 + Gn_1 3 if n is even 1 n—1
_— = = — — > 2.
a {4ifnisodd 3 (THE) ) n =2

Thus, sequence (a,) can be defined as follows

ap=ag =1,a3 =2
{ Upi1 = % (7+ (—1)"_1) Ay, — Gpq ;1> 2

and, therefore, a,, € Z for any all n € N.

Remark.

In connection with Problem 4 (final stage) and Problem 5 we can consider
the following

% Problem.

Prove that for any natural number p there are infinitely many triples (z,y, z) of
distinct natural

numbers such that:

i. ged(z,p) = ged (y,p) = ged (2,p) = 1

.o TY+ z .
i, TP and 2P e integer.
x

z
Solution.
Assume that we allready have a triple (z,y,z) of distinct natural numbers

that satisfy to i. and ii. And in addition assume that z > y > z,

is integer
and x,y, z are pairly coprime, that is ged (z,y) = ged (y, 2) = ged (2, ) = 1. Let
t.= Y+ and we will show that triple (¢,2z,y) has the same properties as
z
the triple (z,y, z) ,that is:
1. t> x>y (suffice to prove t > z);
2. ged (¢, p) = ged (x, p) = ged (y, p) = 1(suffice to prove ged (¢,p) = 1);
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3. t,x,y are pairly coprime;
t+y te+p xy+p .
4. , , are integer.
T t
Indeed:
T
1. TP xy+p>az < x(y—2z)+p>0 (since y —z > 0);
z

Ty +p Yy +p
2. ged (t,p) = ged yz ,p>=gcd<z- yz ,p):gcd(warp,p):

ged (zy, p) = 1because ged (z,p) = ged (y,p) = ged (2,p) = 1
3. Suffice to prove ged (¢, z) = ged (¢, y) = 1 because ged (z,y) = 1.

We have ged (¢, z) = ged <my+p’$> = ged <Z xy—l—p,x =
2z z

ged (zy + p, ) = ged (z,p) = 1 and, similarly, ged (¢,y) = 1.
Ty +p
+y 1Y wAptyz

t
4. Since = = WAPrYzE

nd =
x x Tz x
yerp GZ’:Uy—i—p—i—yz :y+xy+p€Zthenxy+p+yzfxz

z
Ty +p

Y+

T z

lx+p 'x"_p_ya:Q—l—px—&—pz

Y Y Yz

:w2+p~xT+Z€Z(sincexzz €Z),

yxr +p

(because ged (z,2) = 1),

y:ﬁ2 + px + pz
and ¥—————

Y
2
w:p+x.wez(since
z

tr+p

€Z).
Ty +p
t

z

€ Z.And at last =z el

Hence, yz? + px + pz : yz =

So, starting with triple (x,y,z) we construct new triple (¢,z,y) which has
the same properties as (z,y,2) and since z < y < x < t the process of con-
struction of triples can be continued indefinitely. Thus, everything reduced to
finding at least one triple that satisfy to our claims.

Easy to see that (z,y,2) = (2p+1,p+1,1) satisfy to these claims and

Apt1G + .
then, sequence (a,) defined by recurrence an,43 = M,n € N with

Qn
initial conditions ai,a2 = p + 1,a3 = 2p 4+ 1 provide us infinitely many triples
(ant2,Gni1,ay) satisfying the problem.

Problem 6.3(16-Met.Rec., Problem 5, Czechoslovakia, MO 1986)

Let @,, be some solution of the recurrence angg —2ap4+1+a, =2,n € N. For
example @, := n? satisfy to recurrence ((n+2)* — 2 (n+ 1)*> +n? = 2). Then
b, = a, —n? satisfy to recurrence b,, 2 —2b, +1+b, = 0,n € N which has general
solution b,, = dn + c.(Indeed, since by, 42 — 2bp41 + by, =0 <= bpy2 — bpp1 =
bp+1 — bp,n € N then b,41 — b, = by — by,n € N.That is (b,) is arithmatic
sequence with common difference d := b — b and therefore b,, = dn+ c for some
ct).Hence, a, = n?> +dn+c,n € Nand we have a1 =1 <= 12+d-1+c=
1 <= d = —c. Hence, a,, = n%? — c(n — 1). Since by condition of the problem
ay, is integer for all n € N then ¢ € Z. (Indeed, ay =4 — ¢ = c € Z).
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Now we can complete the solution.
Equation a,a,4+1 = a,,, we can consider as quadratic equation with respect
to m in natural numbers. We have

Anant1 = @y <= (n* —c(n—1)) ((n+1)2—cn> =m?—c(m—1) <
m* —cem+c— (n® —c(n—1)) ((n+1)2—cn>20 =

m*—em+ 2(c—1)n* —n'— (—c+1)n*+c(c—1)n=0 <

m=n?+n-c(n—1)
m=n(c—(n+1))

m*—cm+(c—cn+n+n?) (cn—n®>—n) =0 < [

If c > n+2 thenn (c — (n + 1)) > 0 and we can take m = cn—(n? + n) € N;
Ifc<n+1then n4+n—cn—-1)>n>4+n—(n+1)(n—1)=n+1and
we can take m =n?+n—c(n—1).

Problem 6.4(17 Met.Rec.)

First note that a,41 > a, + 1,n € N.ndeed, ay —a; > 1 and for any
n € N assuming agy1 > arp + 1,k = 1,2,...,n we obtain ant42 — any1 =
afH_l —any1 —an > a2 — 2ap41 + 1 = (ap1 — 1)2 > a2 > 1.For any term
a, of the sequence (a,),~,; We set in correspondence remainder from division
a, by 1986, that is a, — T1os6 (an),n € N. Further we will use short notation
Tn = T1986 (an) . Then to each pair (an,an,+1) We set in correspondence pair
of its remainders (r,,7,+1),n € N. Since set of all pairs (a,,a,+1) is infinite
(because (an),~, is strictly increasing) and set of pairs (ry,,7,41) is finite (
because r, € {0,1,...,1986} for any m) then there are at least two natural
k,m such that (rg,rg+1) = (T'm,"m-+1) -Assume that k < m and let p := m — k.

Note that sequence 11,73, ..., Ty, ...defined recursively as follows:

T = 39,7"2 =45
Tnt2 = T1986 (T34 —Tn),n €N

From the other hand note that 7;_1 = rigs¢ (r? — 7i41) ,4 > 1.Indeed,
r? —ri 1 = a? — a;r1 (mod 1986) = a;_; (mod 1986) = r;_; (mod 1986)
and, since 0 < 71986 (Tz2 - 7‘1'_;'_1) < 1986 we obtain Ti—1 = T'1986 (TZQ — Ti-‘rl) .
If £ > 1 then applying this "back (reverse) recurcion" to (r,7r4+1) and
(PmsTm+1) we obtain (rg_1,7%) = (m—1,7m) -Repeating this procedure k —

1 times we obtain

(7‘1,7"2) = (T'HL—k‘-‘rlvT’nL—k‘-‘rQ) — (T17T2) = (Tp+1’rp+2) .
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Then using recurrence 7,42 = 71986 (7'721+1 — rn) ,n € N we obtain that
(r1,72,73,..,7p) = (Tp+1,Tp+2, Tp+3, ---s T2p) and futhermore, by Math Induction
we can prove that (7pi+1,7pit2) = (11,72) for any ¢ € N . Having (rp41,7py2) =
(r1,72) as Base of Math Induction and in supposition (rpit1, Tpi+2) = (r1,72) and
using rp42 = 11986 (TEL_H — rn) ,n € N we obtain

(Tpi+1,rpi+27rpi+37 "'7Tp(i-i—l)vTp(i+1)+17Tp(i+1)+2) = (r1,72,73, '-~7Tp7Tp+1an+2)

and, therefore, (rp(¢+1)+1,rp(i+1)+2) = (Tpt1,Tpy2) = (r1,72) .
Thus, sequence 11,732,735, ..., Tn, ... is periodic with period p,that is for any
n,i € Nholds r,,4,; = r,.In particular, since rs = 71956 (a3) = 1936 (452 - 39) =

1086 (1986) = 0 then r31,; = r3 =0 for any i € N <= asqp : 1986 for any
ieN.
O
Problem 6.5(31-Met. Rec.)
So, we have ag = a,by = b,cog = ¢,dyp = d and
Ap+1 = Ap — bn
bn+1 - bn — Cp,
(1) o1 = o — d ,neNU{0}.
dn+1 = dn — Gn

Obvious that for any n € N holds a,, + b, + ¢, + d,, = 0.

Also we have apt1 + Cpy1 = ap — by + ¢ —dpy <= Gpy1 + Cpp1 =
an + ¢ — (bp +d,) and since — (b, +d,,) = an + ¢, then apy1 + cpy1 =
2(an +cn),mE€N < a, +c, =2"1(a; +c1),n € N. From the other hand
since ap+1 =ap, —b, < b, =a, —apy1 = bypy1 = apq1 — apyo then ¢, =
by, — b1 becomes ¢, = ap—apt1—(Gpy1 — pao) <= Cp = @n—20n11+Anao.

Hence, ap+c, = 2" (a1 +¢1) = an+an—2a,11+an12 =2"" (a1 +¢1) <

(2)  anio—2an41+2a, =2""'p,n € N, where p=a;+c; = a—b+c—d
Since 2"~1 =27 —2.27=1 4 2.927=2 then
(2) = ant2 —2"p—2(aps1 — 2" 'p) +2 (@, — 2" 'p) =0 =

Apy2 —27p 1 oang - 2" p &n — 2n7,1Lp =0 <=

Vv VR v e ()

Gy — anlp
(v2)"
Since general solution of the homogeneous recurrence
b
(3) Tyt f2cosZ “Tpt1 + zn = 0,n € NU {0}
is z,, = a cos %—i—ﬁ sin %, n € NU{0} then a,—2""1p = (\/i)n (a cos 2L 4 Bsin ﬂ) —

4 4
a, = (\/5)" (acos%r + Bsin %T) +2"2p,n € NU{0}.

T
Tpt+o — 2COS 1 - Tpt+1 + Tn = 0, where z,, :=
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1- 1-
Since a; = (\/5)1 (acosf + Bsin 47T> +271p =

1 1 ai +c¢ ai +c¢ a; —c¢
a1=\/§<a-+ﬁ~>+1 L= g = atft e = atf=

and , ) )
az:(\@) (acos ;;T#—Bsin !r>_|_20p —s
a1 —b1 =20+ (a1 +¢1) < —-b—c1 =20
ﬂiibl'i‘cli b—c+c—d d—b
= = . ==
then
a=-B-c —b1+cl+a1_cl_a1+b1_a—b+b—6_a—c
- T 2~ 2 5 =5
Hence,
a _(\/5)11 a—CCOS@+uSin@ +2TL—2(G+C_b_d)_
" 2 4 2 4 =

n—2

2732 ((a—c)cos%r+(d—b)sin%r>+2”’2(a+c—b—d).

By cyclic symmetry we also have

n—2

cn =22 ((c—a)cos%+(b—d)sin

nmw

n—2 _J_
4)—|—2 (cta—d-0)

1
and applying formula max {z,y} = 3 (r+y+ |z —y|) we obtain

n—2
max {a,,c,} =2" 2 (a+c—b—d)+2 2 ‘(a—c)cos%r—i—(d—b)sin%r‘

and cyclic
n—2
max {b,,dp} =2""2(b+d—c—a)+2 2 ‘(b—d)cos%—&—(a—c)sin%‘

To solve the problem suffice to prove that p, := max{a,,bn,cn,dn} >
n—2

273 for any, divisible by four, natural n, that is prove the inequality
@) py> 2k EN,

Since for n = 4k we have cos % = coskr = (—1)" and sin " _ sinkr =

0 then iy, = 2 'max {2** " (a+c—b—d) +|a— [, 221 (b+d—a—c)+|b—d|} and
pap > 2261 keN «—
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(5) max{2**1(a+c—b—d)+la—c[,22 1 (b+d—a—c)+b—d|} >

If a+c # b+dthen max {227 (a+c—b—d) +]a—c|,2** P (b+d—a—c)+|b—d|} >
max {22~ (a+c—b—d),22* " (b+d—a—c)}+min{la — |, [b—d|} =
22k=llg+c—b—d|+min{la—c|,[b—d|} >2**Ta+c—b—d >
221 >2> 1.
If a + ¢ = b+ d then inequality (5) becomes max{|a —¢|,|b—d|} > 1.
If a # ¢ or b#d inequality (5) obviously holds. The case when a = ¢
and b = d impossible because then since a + ¢ = b+ d we obtain a = b = ¢ = d.
Thus, inequalty (5) proved and since iy, > 22*~! k € N then in particular we
have 10 > 222571 = 249 5 10° (1219 > 230 — (210)% > 1000% = 10° ).
Analysis and generalization.
We will prove more general statement, namely we will prove that

max {an, bn, cp,dn} > 2%2 for any natural n > 2.
Proof.
Since a,, + ¢, = —b, —dy,n € Nthen a1+ cni1 = ap — b+, —d,, <=
ant1 + cnt1 = 2 (an + ¢n) ,n € N and, therefore,
an+cn=2""Y(a1+c1) <= ap+c,=2"1(a+c—b—d),neN.
Hence, b, +d, = — (a, +¢,) =2""1(b+d—a—c),neN.

n + Cn =2""2(a+c—b—d),

Noting that max {a,,c,} >

max {by, dn} > b’”LTd” =2 2(b+d—a-—c)

we obtain max {a,, cn, by, dn} > 2" 2|a+c—b—d|.

T >p
Because -
( { y=-—p

= max {z,y} > [p|.
TZ>p

> >
2> —p <= 1z > |p| <= max{z,y} > |p|

Indeed, if z > y then {

>
and if z < y then { yy>—_pp < y > |p| <= max{z,y} > [p|).

Thus, in case a + ¢ # b+ d, since |a + ¢ — b —d| > 1 we obtain

n—2
P = max {an, by, Cnydp} >2"72>2"2  forn > 2.
Remark. .
In fact inequality p,, >2 2 for n > 2 holds any n € N.
For n = 1 we have max{ai,b1,c1,d1} = max{a —b,b—c,c—d,d—a} >

12 1
1>22 = —Q.Indeed, since at least one of difference of integers a —b,b—c, c—

d,d—a isn’t zero and a—b+b—c+c—d+d—a = 0 then can’t bea—b < 0,b—c <
0,c—d<0,d—a<0. (otherviceifa—b < 0,b—¢c<0,c—d <0,d—a < 0 then
a—b = b—c = c—d = c—a = 0). Hence, at least one of a—b, b—c, c—d, d—a begger
then zero and, therefore, max, {a — b,b —¢,c —d,d —a} > 1.

Consider now case a + ¢ = b+ d. Due to cyclic symmetry of recurrence (1)
we can assume that a # 0 or b # 0 because if a = b = 0 then ¢ = d and at
least one of them isn’t zero (otherwice, we obtain @ = b = ¢ = d and that is
contradict to condition of the problem). In that case we can cyclicly rename

- rka t
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numbers and get a # 0 or b # 0.Then a, + ¢, = b, +d, = 0,n € N. It can be
easy proved by Math Induction.Indeed, we have a1 +¢c; =a—b+c—d =0 and
b1 +diy = — (a1 + ¢1) = 0 and since a,, + ¢, = b, +d,, = 0 then a,, + ¢, = 0 yelds
i1+ cCpg1 =an —bp+cy —dp=0and b1 +dpi1 = — (a71,+1 + bn+1) = 0.
Since apy1 + bpy1 = ap — by + by, — ¢y = @y, — ¢, = 2a, and
Gp+t2 = Gpt1 — bpy1 then

2a'n+a"rL+2 = On+1 +bn+1 +an+1_bn+1 < Gp42 = 2an+1_2ana ne NU{O} <~

Ap4-2 1 Qp41 Gnp

Vo BT Ve

z-x,,H_1—|—3:,,L = 0,n € NU{0}, where z,, := ainn,n € Nu{0} .
(v2)

(1) zp42—2cos 1

Since general solution of the homogeneous recurrence (1) is z,, = « cos % +
ﬂsin%, n € NU{0} then a, = (V2)" (acos%ﬂ- +Bsin%) ,n € NU

0- 0-
{0} ,where «, 5 be some real constants. Since ag = (\/5)0 (a cos Tﬂ- + (Bsin 47T> —

a:aandalz(\/i)l <acos1;f+ﬁsin1'ﬂ> — a1\/§<a-1+5-\}§> —

i 73
n nm . nm
a—b=a+p < [ =-bthena, = (\/5) (aCOST — bsin T) ,n € NU{0}.
Hence, max {ay,, ¢, } = max {a,, —a,} = |a,| = 2"/? ‘acos %T - bsm—’ n e

N and, cyclic we have

max {by, d, } = 2"/? ‘bcosn—ﬂ - csinﬁ‘ =on/2 ‘bcosnir +asin 2~ ,neN.
4 4 4 4
Let o, := ’acos%rfbsin%r’,ﬁ ’bcos—+as1n )
Then, since max {z,y} = W we obtain
n/2 n—2 n—2
max {an, by, Cp,dy} = 2"/2 max {n,8,} =272 (an+8, +|an—05,)>22 (an+5,).
Therefore,
n—2
max {an, by, Cn,dn} > 272 max{‘acos % - bbln—’ + ‘bcos — + asm%’}
a b nmw nmw
Let cos ¢ := ——, sinp := —— then a,,+3,, = Va? + b2 (‘cos( + —)‘ + sin( + —)D >
@ S e B v+ vt
T

Va2 +b? <sm (@+%)+COS2 ((p—&—%)) > Va2+b* > 1 because a #

- rka t
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0 or b # 0. Thus, in the case a + ¢ = b+ d for any n € N holds inequality
n—2
max {an, by, Cp,dp} >272 .

Problem 6.6(19-Met. Rec.)
Recurrence that define the sequence a1, ag, ..., an,... can be rewritten as

(1) a= 3 a

teD(n)
where a1 = a and D (n) is set of all natural divisors of n.
First we collect experimental material which can clarify place of this prob-
lem among the known facts.
i. L et/n = p,where p is prime number. Then D (p) = {1,p} and we get

a? =a;+a, < ap=aP —a : p by Little Fermat Theorem.

ii. Let/n = p?, where p is prime number. Then D (p?) = {1,p,p?} and we
get ar” =a14ap,tap < a?=a+a’ —a+ae < aqp —a? —aP.

If ged (a,p) = 1 then aye = a? (ap2 P — 1) Since p>—p = ¢ (p?) ,where ¢ (a) is
Euler’s totient function (that counts the natural numbers which does not exceed
a and relatively prime with a ) then by Euler Theorem a?(P’) _ 1t p?  and,

therefore, a,» Cp2If ged (a,p) # 1 then a cpandaf i p? = Ap2 . p? since

p > 2. Thus a2 : p? for any a > 1.
iii. Let/n = p* then by Math induction we will prove that aps = a?’ —a?"

Base of Math Induction we already have.
For n = p**t! we have

k k . .
k+1 7 7—1 k
a? = Z:OapiJrapkH =a+ Z:l(ap —aP ) +aper1 = al a4 aprer.
1= 1=

> P > P

k+1 k k—1 k_ k-1 k—1 k
Hence, a x+1 = a? —a? . Thus, a,» = a? (a” LA 1) = aP (a‘p(p ) — 1)

and further as in ii.
If ged (a,p) = 1 then a?(P*) 1 PP = au P
If ged (a,p) # 1 then a : p and a?" " P pP" " Since for any k € N holds*

pP=1 > 9281 >k then o ' pF = ayr : pk.
(* We have 2¥=1 =k for k = 1,2 and for any k > 3
from 28=1 > k follows 28 =2.2F"1 > 2k >k +1).

iX. Let n = p - q,where p, g be different prime numbers. Then
aPl = a1 +ap+ag+ap, = a+al —a+al—atay, <= ap, =aP?—a’—al4+a

and we have a??—a?—a%+a = aP (ap(q’l) — 1)fa (aq*1 — 1) (aq*I — 1) because

aPl@™) — 1= (a9 1" —1: (a?! — 1) and similarly

at —a? —a?+a=a? (a?®PV 1) —a (et - 1) : (aP7! -1).
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If ged (a, pg) = 1 then by Little Fermat Theorem a?~!—1 ip,a?1—1:q and,
therefore,
Apg - P : . d 1)
_ = apq : pq (since ged (p,q) = 1);
Apg © 4

If ged (a, pq) # 1 then by cosideration cases ged (a,p) # 1 and ged (a,q) = 1
or ged (a,p) = 1 and ged (a,q) # 1, or ged (a,p) # 1 and ged (a,q) # 1 we
again, as we did before, obtain a,, :pg.

We stop consideration of particular cases and and proceed to the problem in
general case using Math Induction by n € N\ {1} (because for n = 1 statement
of the problem is trivial)

1. Base of induction for n = 2 already proved in i. when p = 2.
2. Step of Math Induction.

For any n > 2 assume that ay : k for all k& < n.Then in particular ay, : k for
all k € D (n)\ {n}.

Let p be prime divisor on n and k := ord,n = max {t |t e NU{0} and n: pt}

Then n = p*m and ged (m,p) = 1.Let d is any divisor of n, then d =
pit,where 0 < i < k, t is divisor of m and p‘D (m
k

) = {p't|teD(m)}.
, k
Since D(n) = | p'D(m) we can rewrite (1) as ap, = >, >, Gpiy =
=0 1=0teD(m)
k—1 k—1
oy Gpiy + > Opky = Y Gpit + Qploy + Apky =
i=0 te D(m) teD(m) i=0 teD(m) teD(m)~ {m}
> Apit + Apkm + > Apky = " 'm an + > Apkt
teD(m-pk—1) teD(m)\ {m} teD(m)\ {m}
(because p*m = n and >

k—1
ayiy =aP ™ by (1) ).
teD(m-pk—1)

Since t < m then p*t < n and by supposition of Math Induction Ay
pFt. It yields Ay :

p* and, therefore, a, = a" — a? '™ (mod p*)

N R Gl A 1) (mod p*) = 't (b“’(pk) - 1) (mod p*) , where b :=
a™ for short. As above we consider two cases:

1. ged (a,p) =1 = ged (b,p) = 1 and then by Euler’s Theorem

b“"(pk) —1: pF = am(pkfpkfl) 1=0 (modpk) = a4, =0 (modpk)
2. ged(a,p) #1 <= a : p. Suffice to note that a?’ p* because
pF~t > 2871 > & (see the similar case in iii.). And again a, = 0 (modp").
Since n = p¥

1phe .p}" ( prime deciomposition of n) and a, : pli =
1,2,...,1 then a, : n.
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Remark.

We will clarify the origin of recurrence, represented in the problem and at
the same time we can give another combinatorial solution of it.

Let n € N, I, :={1,2,...,n},R, := {0,1,...,a — 1} and let PM (n,a) be
set of all periodic functions from Z to R, with period n .

Let f € PM (n,a).Then f(m+kn) = f(m) for any m,k € Z. Indeed,
since f(m+mn) = f(m) for any m € Z then f(m) = f((m—n)+n) =
f(m —n) and by Math Induction easy to prove f(m =+ kn) = f(m) for any
k € N. Since for any m € Z we have unique representation m = kn + r, k €
Z,r € I, (see Remark to Problem 5.6) then f(m) = f(r+kn) = f(r).
Thus, any function f € PM (n,a) is completely determined by it’s restriction
on I,.

Since we have exactly a” different functions from I,, to R, then |[PM (n,a)| =
a™.For each f € PM (n,a) we denote p(f) smallest natural period of f, that
isp(f)=kif f(m+k)=f(m) forany m € Z and for any 1 < ¢ < k there
is m € Z such that f (m +14) # f(m). Obvious that if n is period of f then

n is multiple of p (f) that is n : p (f).We will say that p(f) is main period of
f. For any k € D (n) we denote Fy, :={f | f € PM (n,a) and p(f) =k} Let
ay, = |Fy| be number of n—periodic functions from Z to R, with main period
k.In particular, F,, is the set of all periodic functions with main period n and

|F| = an. Obvious that a; = |Fi| because we have only a functions from
Il = {1} to Ra.
Since PM (n,a) = U Fy and Fy, N Fy, = @ if k1 # ko then
keD(n)

|PM (n,a)l= >, |Fi| < a"= Y. ap < d" =a,+ > ap <
keD(n) keD(n) keD(n),k<n

a, =a" — > aj.
keD(n),k<n

Now we wil prove that a, divisible by n. Let S : F,, — F;, be 1-step shift
operator, that is S(f)(m) = f(m+1) and let SHL(f) == S*(S(f)).Then
SE(f)(m) = f(m+1i) and p(S™(f)) = p(f) By definition S° (f) := f and

obvious that S™ (f) = f . Consider the following equivalence relation on F, :
- Two functions f, g € F), is equivalent if there are 4 and j such that St (f) =
S7(g).
Then for any f € F,, set

O(f) = {f,Sl(f)aSZ(f)7“"Sn_l(f)}

is class of equivalency of f with respect to defined above equivalence relation
on F,. Note that |O (f)| = n. Indeed, S® (f) # S7 (f) for 0 <i < j < n becuse
if we assume that S (f) = S7(f) then for any m € Z we have f(m) =
fllm—=i)+j)=f(m+(j—1)). Hence, 0 < j—i <mn and j — i is a period of
f, that is the contradiction with p (f) = n. Let F be set of representators of
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classes of equivalency (by one function from each class of equivalency). Then

O(fi)yNO(f:) = @ if fi,fo € F and f; # fa. Since F,, = fUFO(f) and
€
|O (f)| =n for any f € F,, then

F,| = S [O(f)|=n|F| in < a, :n.
feF

Problem 6.7*
Since
(1) Up42 = Ap10n — 2 (an+1 + an) —Gp_1+8 <
an+2 — 2= (ant1 — 2) (an —2) — (ap-1 — 2)
then for b,, := a,, — 2 we obtain recurrence
(2)  buto = busiby — by1,n € N with by = 2,b; = by = (a® - 2)” - 2,
For further we need
Lemma.
Let sequense (P,),,~, be determined by the recurrence
(3) Pn+2: n+1_Pn—Pn,1,’I’L€NWithPO:2,P1:P2:$>2,
and let (f,,) be sequence of Fibonacci numbers ( fr,+1 = fn+fn—1,7 € N and
fo=1, fi=1).
Then requrrence (3) determine polynomial P, () of z, of degree f, with
integer coefficients, such that P, (cosh (¢)) = 2 cosh (f,t) .
Proof.

Since

2 cosh (fot) = 2 cosh (0) = 2,2 cosh (f1t) = 2cosh (fat) =

2cosht =z and2cosh (fr11t) - 2 cosh (ft) — 2 cosh (f—¢t) =

4 cosh (fr41t) cosh (fnt)—2 cosh (fr—¢t) = 2 (cosh (fr+1t + fut) + cosh (frr1t — ful))—2cosh (fr—it) =

2 cosh (fry2t) + 2cosh (fr—1t) — 2 cosh (f,—st) = 2 cosh (f1at)

then by Math Induction we obtain that P, (x) = 2 cosh (fn+2 -cosh™! (g))

Coming back to recurrence (2) and denoting ¢ := cosh™* (%) we obtain that
(k2 —2)% =2 = (4cosh®t — 2)° — 2 = 4 (2cosh®t — 1)° — 2 = dcosh? 2t — 2 =
2 (2 cosh? 2t — 1) = 2 cosh 4t and then accordingly to Lemma b,, = 2 cosh (4 f,,t) . Therefore,
an = 2cosh (4f,t)+2 = 4cosh® (2f,t) and since cosh () > 0 for any x then 2+
Van = 242 cosh (2fnt) = 2 (1 + cosh (2f,t)) = 4 cosh? (f,t) = (2cosh (ft))* =
(Pa(@)*.

Problem 6.8.
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t2 -1
a) Let t,:=+/1+ 3a, then t; =3,a, = = 3 and, therefore,

2.,-1 1 t2—1
_n+T: = _ .n tn
3 27(8+3 3 +38 ) =

1 tn 44\ ty + 4
7572L+1 = 9 (16 + 8t, + ti) = (;) = th1 = ;— sincet,, > 0.

Thus we have 314,41 = 37, +4-3" <= 3"+, | = 371,42 (3" - 3") —

3t 1—2:3"T =3¢, -2.3" n € N <= 3"t,—2-3" = 311, -2.3! +—
2.3"4+3 2.3"7141
3, —2-3" =3 < t, = o * )

3n ) 3n71
2-3"1+1 )
Hence, a,, = tr—1 _ 3n-1 _ 3n=lyq.3771 41
) n — 3 - 3 27 32n-1 '

t2 —1
b) Let t,, :=+/1+ 24a, then t; =5,a, = ”24 and, therefore,

t2,,-1 1 t2—1

24 2 —1 1 9
2 = — 1 4~ n n 1:7 n .
2. 16( + o —|—t>+ 4(t +3)

t 3
Since t, >0 then t,,; = — +

= 2"t =27, + 32" —

2,y = 27,43 (2T - 2)" = 27T, 32" = 2", -32" neN

LM 44 Lon=2 4
27, —3:2" = 214,321 «— 27¢,-32" =4 < ¢, = 3 t4_3 1

n 271,—2
3.2772 4 1\ .
Hence, a,, = tr—1 _ 2n—2 . 22— 4 3.9n"1 41
[ VI 24 - 3.22n-1 '
Remark.

Note that 2271 +3.27"1 4+ 1 =0 (mod 3).

Problem 6.9.

a),b) Vi 71— s = (vV2-1)"" = (vV2-1) (vV2-1)" =
(V2=1) (Van T 1= van) <= V2 {an 1)+ van = (V2 + Van +1).
Since, (\/2 (an+1)+\/@> = 34y + 2+ 21/2an (an + 1) = 3an + 2 + 2t,

and (\/Qan +van + 1)2 = 3a, + 1+ 2t,, where t,, := /2a, (a, +1)
we obtain:
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V2 (an + 1)+ Van, = V3an + 2+ 2t,, V2a, +Va, +1=+3a, +1+2t,

Hence*,

Vani1 + 1—ani1 = /(Ban + 1+ t,) + 1-v3a, + 1+ 2, = any1 = 3a,+2t,+1.

strictly

1
*Since function h (z) = vz +1—- /2T = —n
| ) VIS it e

monotone decrease, then from h (z1) = h (z2) follows x; = z3).
From the other hand

2.0 = 2an41 (ani1 +1) =2 (3a, + 2t, +1)° + 6a, +4t, +2 =

18a2 +-8t2 +24-24a, t, +8t,+12a,+6a, +4t, +2 = 1802 +24a,t,+8t2+18a, +12t,+4 =

16a2 + 24ant, + 16a, + (2a2 + 2a,) + 8t5 + 12t, +4 =

16a2 492 +4+24a,, t,+16a,+12t, = (day, + 3ty +2)° <= tui1 = day+3t,+2.

So, we obtain system of recurrences:
Ant1 = 3ap +2t, + 1
{ tni1 = day + 3t, +2
Hereof 2t, = ap41 —3a, — 1 = 2t,41 = Gpi2 — 3a,41 — 1.Since
2tp+1 = 8a, +6t, +4, then api2 —3a,41 —1 =8ap, +3ap+1 —9a, —3+4 <—
Un42 — 6an+1 +ap = 2.

Since 4a,, = tp41 — 3ty —2 = 4dapy1 =ty — 3tpr1 — 2 and 4ay 1 =
12a,, + 8t, + 4 we obtain t,419 — 3ty41 —2 = 3tp41 — 9, — 6+ 8, +4 <=
tpt2 — 6t,41 + t, = 6. Initial condition follows from identities:

From v2—-1=+v/a; +1— \/ai1 we obtain a; = 1;

From (\/5—1)2:3—2\/§zx/§—\/§weobtaina2:8.

Since ¢, = v/2a, (a, + 1) and a1 = 1,a5 = 8 we obtain t; = 2,ts = 12.S0,
from recurrences any2 —6ap+1+a, =2 with a; = 1,69 = 8 and t,,12 — 6ty 41 +
t, = 6 with t; = 2,t5 = 12 follows that a,, and ¢,, are integers for all n € N .

,meN .

Problem 6.10.
Using substitution a, := b, + 1 we obtain by = b; = 1 and

211 + 2 — 3bpy1bn — 3bny1 — by — 3+ 17b, + 17 — 16

Do+ 1=
2t g 3 dbyirby — dbysy — b, — 4+ 18b, + 18 — 17
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b _ _Sbn—i-lbn - b7z+1 + 14bn e bn-i—lbn
" Abyyiby — bugq + 14b,  —4bpi1by — bpay + 14b,,
1 14 1
= —— —4.
bn+2 bn+1 bn 1
Thus, for sequence ¢, := — we have recurrence

Cnto — 146,1:1 + ¢ =—4,n € NU{0} with ¢g =¢; =1,
and original problem equivalently reduced to the problem:
Prove that ¢, for any n € NU {0} is a perfect square of natural number.
There is two ways to solve this problem.
First way( use standard technic of solving second degree linear recurrence
with constant coefficients):

1 1
Since cpi2 — ldepi1 + ¢ = —4 (cn+2 — 3) — 14 <Cn+1 — 3) +
1 1
(Cn_g) = 0 then C”_g :a(7+2\/§)"+ﬁ(7—2\/§)" :a(2+\/§)2n+

3 (2 — \/§) an ,n € NU{0} where 7+ 2v/3 and 7—2+/3 are the roots of quadratic
equation x? — 14y + 1 = 0,associated with recurrence Tpto — 1dxp11 + 2, =0.

1 2 23

From initial conditions ¢g — = = ¢ — = = = we obtain a = =
73 373 6

<\/§_1> andB:2+\/§= <\/§+1> .Since\/g_1 \/§+1—1

then

2V3 6 2V3 23 2v3 3
((\/31)(2+\/§)n>2+<(\/§+1) (2@)”>2
2

Cp = \/g 2\/3
, (VB-1)(2+v3)" (V8+1)2-Vv3)" _
2\/§ 2\/§ — Yn»

where d,, := (V3-1) (2+\/§)n N (V3+1) (27\/3)”

2v/3 2v/3

is integer for any n € NU {0} because d,, satisfy to recurrence
dpto —4dp+1 +d, =0and dy =d; = 1.

Second way:

First note that ¢,, > 0 for any n € NU {0} . Really, since cg = ¢; = 1 then
rewriting recurrence for ¢, in the form ¢,4+1 — ¢, = ¢, —cp—1+12¢, — 4, n € N,
and using Math. Induction we conclude that ¢, —c¢,—1 > 0,n € N.

Hence, ¢, > ¢y = 1.Denote d,, := \/c, and, in supposition that d,, satisfy
to the recurrence dn41 — pdy, +dp—1 = 0 ,n € Nwith dy = d; = 1, we
will find recurrence for d2 .  Since dpi1d,—1 — d2 = (pdy, — dp—1)dp_1 —
dn (pdn—l - dn—Z) = dndn—2 - d%, then d77,+1dn—1 - di = deO - d% = pdldO -
d3 —d? = p—2 and from the other hand p?d? = d? ,; +2d,,+1d,—1 +d?_; . Thus,
Py = d31+1 + 2 (P_ 2+d%) +dy_, = d72L+1 - (P2 - 2) d, + di,_y =
4 — 2p.From claim p? — 2 = 14 and 4 — 2p = —4 we obtain p = 4.Since d? and
¢, satisfy to the same recurrence and to the same initial conditions then ¢,, = d2.
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Problem 6.11%.

First we will find for any n,m € N U {0} representation of a4, as lin-
ear combination of a,, any1,that is an4m = Pman + gmany1 where coeflicients
DPms Gm we need to find. Note that a,+9 = poa, + ant1 = po = 1,90 =0,
Gpt1 = P1an + 1an+1 = p1 = 0,q1 = 1. Also we have apqmi1 = 2ap4m +
Aptm—1 < pm+1an+Qm+1an71 =2 (pman + Qman71)+2 (pmflan + melanfl) , M€
Nu {O} = Pm+1 = 2Pm + Pm—1 and gmi1 = 2¢m + Gm-1. Since a_; =
a1 —2ag = 1,90 = 0,q1 = 1 and pg = 1,p1 = 0 we obtain ¢, = Gy P =
Ap—1, M € NuU {0} .

Thus, Gptm = Gm—1an + Gmant1 for any n,m € NU {0} and, in particular,
A2n = OGp—10n + Aplpt1 = Gn (anfl + anJrl) = an (anfl + (2an + anfl)) =
2ap, (ap + ap—1),n € N U {0}.Since b, := a, + a,—1 satisfy to recurrence
bpt1 = 2bp, + bp—1,mn € N and by = by = 1 then b, = b,_1 (mod 2) implies
by, = 1(mod2).Thus, as, = 2a,b, and by Math Induction we obtain agx, =
2kanck, k € N where ¢y, is some odd number. Indeed, as, = 2a,.c1,(c1 := by,)and
for any k& € N assuming asr, = 2¥a,cx,cx = 1(mod2) we obtain agri1, =
200k, bory = 2 - 28an,cpbor, = 28 La, e 1 where ¢y 1 = cpbok, = 1 (mod2).

Let m be any odd natural then a,, is odd as well because a; = 1 and
A = Q2 (mod 2) implies a,, = 1 (mod2). Then agk,, = 2Fa,,cy, for any k €

NU{0} and any odd natural m and, therefore, a, : 28 <= n: 2F.

7. Behavior(analysis) of sequences

Problem 7.1(104-Met.Rec)

Note that (a1 + a3) + 2 (az + a4) < 2a3 + 4daz3 < a1 + 2a4 < 3a3 and
(a1 + 2a4) + 3 (a3 + a5) < 3az + 6ay < a1 + 3as < 4ay.
Let n > 4.Then for any natural 2 < k < n—2, assuming that a;+(k — 1) a1 <
kayp, we obtain (a1 + (k — 1) ak41) + k (ax + agy2) < kag + 2kapy1 <= a1 +
kag+o < kap41.Thus, by Math Induction, we proved a; + (k — 1) a1 < kay, for
any k= 2,...,n — 1.Since a; = a,, = 0 then

ar+n—2)a, <nap—; = 0<na,—1 <= 0<a,_1.
Since 0 < a,,_1 then
ar+(n—3a1<(n—1a, 2 = 0<(n—1)a,2 <= 0<a,_2
Assuming a,—; > 0 forany 1 <i<n-—2, since a1 + (n—i—2)a,_; <
(n—1i)an—i—1, we obtain 0 < (n — i) ap_j—1 <= 0 < ap_i_1.

Thus, by Math Induction a; > 0,7 =1,2,...,n.

Problem 7.2(105-Met. Rec.)
a) Since a, 1 N then a,, > 1 ,n > 1 and we obtain
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n

2
1 1
aiﬂ—(an—ka) :a%+a7+2 = a2 +2<a’,, <al+3 =
n

a?+2n—1)<a><ai+3(n—1) <= V2n—-1<a, <V3n—-2,n>1

More precisely, from v/2n — 1 < a,, follows that

1 1
n = Qn — < anp - e
(p41 = Qp + a Gn + o1
That imply
Api1 — a1<zm<:>an+1 2<Z\/2k7:>
n—1 1 n—1 2 n—1

t=2< N e < 5 > (Ve HT- V1) =

V2k+1 SVl +V2k—1 =
V2n—1-1 = apy1 <V2n—1+1.

Thus, for any n > 1 holds v/2n — 1 < a,, < v/2n — 3 + 1.In particularly for
n = 100 we obtain 14 < v/199 < a1990 < V19741 < 15.Also from this inequality

follows nler;o L\/% =2
b)

i. Since a,, T N then a,, > 1 ,n > 1 and we obtain

. 1\* 3 1
a1 = an+a—2 =a’ +3+7+7>a +3 =

al >a1+3(n—1)—3n—2 = an>\/3n—
1
ifi. apt1 = + <an+7 = ap41—2< Z —_— =
a 3@n—m 2 8/ (3k — 2)?
n—1 3

Ap+1— 2<Z
13/ (3k+1)° klc/ 3k+1)7+ ¢/Bk+1)(3k—2) + {/(3k — 2)°

n—1
S (VB 1—3k—2)=¢3n—2-1 — a,1 < Bn—2+1.

k=1

Thus, for any n > 1 holds +/3n —2<a, < V/3n—-5+1

(for n > 2 holds ¥/3n =2 < a, < ¢3n—5+1) and lim_ “7% = 3.

ii. Lower bound +/3n — 2 for a, isn’t good enough to provide proof of
inequality agogo > 30 . Starting from a; = 2 in inequality a3 11 > ad + 3 we
obtain that a2 > a3 +3(n—2) = 8 +3n — 6 = 3n + 2 and this gives sharper
lower bound /3n + 2 for a,,.Thus aggoo > V27002 > 30.

- rka t
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From the other hand this lower bound gives us sharper upper bound for a,,
1
Apt1 = ap + —5 < ap +

TL

Ap+1— 1< Z

3
Z
LY/ Bk +2)7 k=1 Y3k +2)* + Bk +2) Bk — 1) + {/ (3k — 1)

n
S (VBE+2—-VBk—1)=3Bn+2-V2 = app1 < VB3n+2+1-—
k=1

V2.
1 | 1 n 1
Ol",an-s-lfalfﬁﬁLjJr27<1+*+27<
ay  ay p=3ay 4 3 (3k+2)2

1 1
L+5+Y (\3/3k+2— 3k — 1) = L4+ 233 1= {+VBn+2-1
k=1

1
Thus, apt1 < 1 +I3n+2 = a, < 1 + /3n — 1 and finally we obtain
1
V3n+2<a, < 1 + v/3n —1.

Problem 7.3(106-Met. Rec.)

2n+1 3.9n
an41 =2" — 30, = any1 = 5 + 5 —3a, <=
2n+1 on
nt1 = —¢ 3<an5),n€NU{O} =

Now we claim

2n+1

1 2™ 1
i1 > an > ——+ (=3)"tt (a 5) >+ (=3)" (a - ) =

n 1
5 A 3)" ! (a—5> > 0,n € NU{0}

For n = 2m we have

22m

1 92m 1
A 3)2m (a—5)>0 — 5>12(—3)2’"<a— ) —

LT 1
60 \ 9 ¢ 5

and for n = 2m — 1 we obtain

22m—1 1 1 1 /4\™
+4(=3)""(a—Z)>0 <= a—=>—— .
5 5
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Si L 4m< 1<1 4mth
ince —75 1 5 a—z<elyg en

li L (4™ < 1<1' L (4 m<:>0< 1<O<:> 1
—— | = —— im — | = —— =_.
meso \ 40 \ 9 =975 =060 \ o =075 = “=5

Problem 7.4(107-Met. Rec.)
Assume that a; > 0 (because if a1 < 0 then ng = 2).If b = 0 then inequality

b
Gnt1 < (1 + n) an, — 1,n € N becomes

ant1 L ap—1neN << api1+n+1<a,+n,neN.

Hence, a, +n < a1 +1 <= a, < a1 +1—n,n € N and, therefore, for
ng = [a1] + 2 we obtain a,, < 0.Let b € (0,1) let P be fraction such that
q

b<? <1.Then
q

b
an+1<<1+>an—17neN = an+1<<1+p>an—1,n€N =
n ngq

ng +p ng +p
pt1 < g -an—l,neN:>an+1§m-an—l,n€N<:>
4nt1 < n — L ,n €N.
ng+p -~ (n—1)qg+p ng+p
n k41 ag n
Hence, — < -
;;(kqﬂo (k—l)q+p) k;kqﬂ?
ant+1 ai S_z": 1 Gn+1 Sﬂ_” 1
ng+p (I1-1)g+p =1 kq+p ng+p - p i=1kg+p
Ont1 0 L e 1 1
ng+p - p =1 (k+1)g ng+p - p  qpsk+1
ntl B D Dt eN e o B0 e,
ng+p - p q ¢ (n—=1q+p~ p q q

1 1
where h,, =1+ = + ... + —.
2 n

Since sequence (h,,), cy have no upper bound (unbounded from above)*
that is for any M > 0 there is n € N such that h,, > M then, in particular,

1 h
for M = M—1—1 there is ng such that h,, > M—i—l — a +*—n7+1 and,
p p q q
1 A
therefore, L_ﬂ+ffﬂ<0 = ap, <0.
(mo—=1g+p~ p q ¢
P | 2t ontl _ gn
*Not _ _ : _ _
Noting that hon+1 — hon = k:;éﬂ k: > k:;ﬂ ST = TS =
A 1 L n

3 n
onil = 5 we obtain kgl (th _th—l) > 5 < h2n — ]’L21—1 > 5 <—>
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hon — hy > % <= hgn > g + 1.Let M be any positive real number. Then for

w+1:M.

Or, we can prove that h, unbounded from above by another way, namely
noting that

any natural n > 2 (M — 1) we have hgn > % +1>

\" 1 1 1 1
(1—1—) <e<:>1+<el/"(:>ln(1+><<:)1n(n—|—1)—lnn<
n n n n n

no1 n
we obtain b, = Y ik Z (In(k4+1)—Ink)=In(n+1)-Inl=In(n+1).
k=1
Problem 7.5%(109-Met.Rec.) (Team Selection Test, Singapur)
1 2
Let neN, ap = = and a1 = ap + a— ,k € N. Prove that

1
177<an<1.

Solution.
a Ak+1 ag a
ki1 = ap + = :7_‘_71; < bpy1 = by + b}, where
n n n n
Ak . .
by := —.Since by = — we have equivalent problem:
n n

1
Let n €N, by = o and by1 = by + b7, k € NU{0}. Prove that

1 1
*—72<an<7.
n n n
S 1 1 1 — 1 1 1 L
ince, — = ——— = — — —— - =~ — — we have
bet1 b +b7 by bp+1 b +1 b bptr
n-1l 1 1 1 1
- — =2n—- —.
kz:()bk+1 bo by by,

Note that by T N, because by1 = by + b3 > by, k € NU{0}.
1
Hence bp > by = — and
2n

n—1
1 1 n n 2n?
", S Zbo+1 bot+1 1 o+ 1
k=0 — +1
2n
1 2n2 2n (n+1) 2n+1
— >2n — = <— b, <
be = 241 2ntl = mn+1)
2 1 1 1
SinceL<f < 2n+ 1 < 2n + 2 we obtain b, <
2n (n+1)
1 1
From b,, < — and by, T N follows that for all 0 < k < n holds b, < —.
n n
1 =l 1 =l 1 n?
Using this we obtain 2n — — = _ > _—
& by kgobk'f'l kzz:ol—i-l n+1
n
1 n? n(n+2) n+1
— <o — = > ———— and si
™ n 1 1 " T ) and since
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n+1 1 1 n+1_ n-1 9 9
—_— > ——— = > < n“4+n>n"+2n—n—2 < 2 >0,
nn+2) " n n? n+2 n
1 1
we finally get b, > — — —.
non

Problem 7.6(110-Met. Rec.)
Let a,, := (2 + \/g)n + (2 — \/3)” then
ay)=2,a1 =4 and apy1 —4a, +ap—1 =0,n €N,

Since ay, is integer for any n € NU {0} and
1

(2+\/§) :an*(Q*\/g) :a7l*1+17(27\/§) :a"71+17m

then [(2 + \/§)n] =a, —1 and{(2+ \/3)”} =1- (2+1\/3)n
Hence, 7}1—>H;o {(2 + \/g)n} = nll)ngo <1 — (2:\@)”) =1

Problem 7.7 (111-Met. Rec.)

a) From the recurrence x,, 11 =z, (1 — z,,), n € NU{0} and 2 € (0,1) immediatelly
follows that z,, is positive for any n € NU{0}. Since z,,+1 — x, = —22 then
(Tn),>o is decreasing sequence. Thus (z,) converge to some number a and

1 1

since Tp11 = xp (1 — ) < 1 then a € {0, 4} anda=a(l—a).

Therefore lim x, = 0.

n—oo

1 1 1 1
For any k € NU{0} we have = =— 4+ —
Th+1 Tk (1 — ij) Tl 1-— Tk
1 1 1 .
- — = and since > 1, then
Tpy1  Tp 1 —xp Ty

1 1 n—l 1 1 n=l 1
Z< )Z >n for any n € N.
Tn  To  p=0 \Tk+1 Tk o 1l —xk

Thus, we have inequality

(1) — > — +n, which can be rewritten in the form
Tp Zo
1 1
2 —>1+—
NIy nxo
. Zo 1
and in the form z, < —— < —.
1+ nxg n
1 1 1 n-1l 1
Since x, < —,n € Nand — — — = then
n Tn To k=2 1—ap
1 1 n—1 1 n—1 k n—1 1
- = = 1 — - —2 hn— hna
=D D Bl D D (R ) RS R
k=21— T k=2 k=2
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1 1
where h, =1+ 5 + ... + —.So, we have inequality

n
1 1 1 hn
(3) 14— < <l+—+—
nxg nT, nry n
: h
Since — decreasing on N ( — ol nhy,+h, > nh,L—FL =
n L n+1 n+1
hn>L = h,>1) and % <
n+1 n2 n
b e hehn 1 s
( 77122:7;_"_ n2_2 n< '2TL+ 2n+1 - 7:7)
n nh n n 1n h n o n o n
then lim — = 0.Therefore lim <1 + — 4+ — 1 and since,
n—oo N n— 00 nro

=1 <~ lim nz, =1.

n—o0 NIy n—o00

1
lim (1 + > =1 as well, then lim

n—00 nTo

Or, alternatively, lim — = 0 because
n—oo N

1+1 1 L) :
B 2 ) 2\ 2
< 3 n <<)
n n n

Comment . "
Using Arithmetic Mean Limit Theorem, we can easy prove that lim — = 0.

n—oo N
( AML Theorem: If hm a, = a then hm ALt a2+ tan a).

n
And for those, who are famlhar with Shtolz Theorem, this problem became
simple exercise on it’s application, namely

1 1 1 1
i Ln : Tn Tn—1 . 1-— Tn—1 1
lim — = lim ~2 = lim —————— = lim = - =1.
n—o0 NIy, n—oo N n—oo N — (n — 1) n— 00 1 1— lim Tp—1

n—oo

bi) First note that x,, > 1 for all n € N.Really, z; = a > 1 and from
supposition z,, > 1 follows z, 1 = z, (x,, — 1) + 1 > 1.Moreover, z,,41 — T, =
(2, —1)* > (a—1)?

and this imply 2,1 > a+ (n —1) (a — 1)°

Since Ty 1 =22 —wp +1 = 2001 — 1 =2, (v, — 1) =

1 B 1 - 1 1 1 1 - 1
Tpp1—1  ap(xp—1) z,—1 x, Tn—1 xpy1—1
we have

n1 o1 11 1
a-tEae )=t
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and

1 no1 1 1
= < 5.
a—1 i@ Znpi—1 a+(n—-1)(a—1)

bii) Since z

x 1 — 1
Tpi1 =22 —Tp+1 <= Tpy1 —1l=x, (z, — 1) < xn:%
n—
then
T -1 =z —1 T T a—1
T1T9... Ly = ntl — ntl and ntl - nt ) >a—1.
z—1 a—1 T1T9...Tp Tp+1 — 1
. Tn+1 1
From the other hand, since =T, —(1—— | <z,
Tn LTn
T . T .
then ";1 < 1, and denoting p, := —2*1 we obtain
Ty L1X2...Tp
Tn+1
Pn = Pn—-1" TL2 < Pn-1,10> 1.
‘(L‘n
T
Therefore, p, <p1 =1 =aand a—1< ol g,
T1T2...Tp
. T
If @ is integer then L"HJ =a—1.
T1X2...Tp
Remark.
. . . T . x a—1
Since lim z, = oo then lim Tl im M =a-—1.
n— 00 n—00 r1X2...Tn n—oo  Tp41 — 1
c) For convenience we will use substitution z,, = —a,,n € NU{0}.
1 1
Then ag = —3 and ap41 =1— §ai,n e NU{0}.

1
Note that a,, € (0,1) for all n € N. Really, a; = 1—; and from supposition
an, € (0,1) immediatelly follows

1 1
i1 =1—=a? -1 0,1).
Ant1 2an€(2 )C( )

n
n—oo

1
Suppose now that a = lim a, then a = lim a,y; = lim <1 — a2> =
n—oo n—oo 2

1 1
1—= lim a2 =1- §a2. Since equation a = 1 — 5(12 has only one solution in

n—oo
(0,1) ,namely, a = v/3—1.Then only a., can be the limit of sequence (a,), -, - So,
suffice to prove that sequence (an)n>1 converge to a.

1 1
For any n € N we have, |ap,+1 —al=|1— ia% —-1- §a2

= 2 la2 —a2| =
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1 1 3
§|an—a\~(an—|—a) < E\an—a|~(1+\/§—1) :§|an—a|.
n—1
V3 , .
Hence, |a,, — a| < 5 |a; — a| and that imply lim |a, —a| =0 <
lim a, = a.
n—oo
Problem 7.8 (112-Met. Rec.)
2
. 1
Note that x,4+1 = 0.5;10% -1 <— % = % —3 —
Tn+1 1 ( xn)z 1 2
- =55 ) = an1=5—-0a;,,
2 2\ i1 =5
where a,, := ,?"771 € NU{0} and a9 = —1/6.
We will prove that a,, € (0,1/2),n > 1.
1 1 1 17
Indeed, a1 = ifa% =5 3735 € (0,1/2) and for any n € N
supposition a,, € (0,1/2) yields —1/4 < —a2 <0 =
1 1
S < Z—a2 <= &= api1€(0,1/2).
So, by Math Induction a,, € (0,1/2),n € N.
Suppose that sequence (an)nzo converge and ¢ := lim a, then a >0 and

1 1 1
a= lim apy1 = lim (2—a2)=2— lim a%zi—az =

1 a -1 3
a2—|—a—§:0 £2 az%ﬁ

We will prove that lim a, = a.

3-1 1 3
Since0<an+a<\[2 +§=§thenf0ranyn€Nwehave
a4
2 2 _ B V3 B
}an a |*|arn a|o‘an+a|< 9 |a,n a|.
n—1
3
Hence, [a,, —af < ({) la1 — al .

n . . 3—1
Since a,, = —% then lim z, = -2 lim a, = (-2)- V3 =1-—+3.

n—oo n—oo 2

Problem 7.9"

) 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
a AT =—-—-09 == —-"=—-— Q9 ==—-—-— — = — — — = —,
YT T T4 16 4 8 8
o Ny (1 —nay) 1
1. apy1 =a, —na; = < - =
n 4n
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1
,'fl>]_ — anSf,nEN.
2n

9 1 1 n
<~ = —
An+1 QA 1- nan

o, < 1
"Z4(n-1)

2. Since a,, < 2—,n € Nand apy1 = a, —na;,
n

1 n
- =<
Ap 41 Qp, 1 — —
D S R TUEE)
- — = < n=n(n-+ -
any1 a1 g L—kay = 55
1 1

n—1) = nm+l)

we obtain = 2n and

—2< 1) <— >
An+1 snn+1) an_2+n

—— < a, < —.
n(n+1) 2n
But obtained upper bound for a,, is not good enough to prove inequality

o,

3
a1—|—a2—|—...—|—an<§

11 k

>

Then, usin < a, and , we get
gn(n‘i'l) - nt1 a1 =y 1 —kag &
1 LC k n k L n+1)(n+2
2= 22—1 :Z(kz+1):—( ) )—1<:>
An+1 k=1 1 —kar — = 1—k- k=1 2
E(k+1)
1
> (n+1)(n—|—2)+1 N anSL.
Ani1 2 n(n+1)

1
Hence, a1+a2+...+an§2<1—> < 2.
n+1

But we need a1 +as + ... + a, < §.T0 get this upper bound we will use in

the sum a; + as + ... + a,, new estimation of a,, , starting from n > 4.
So, for n > 4 we have

1 1 1 7 n
art+ar+..fa,=s+-+-+ > ap<c+2)y =

7+21 1 <7+1_11<3

8 4 n+1 8§ 2 8 2
. 3 . .
Since al,a1+a2,a1+a2+a3<§then inequality

3
a1+ as+ ... +a, < 3 proved for all n € N.

Second solution.

Since a,, 11 — a, = —na? < 0 then a, decreasing sequence and since
na, (1 —na,) _ 1 1
2 n n
Op41 =Qp — A, = ————————= < — <
e " " n 4n  n+1
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then 0 < a,, < lfor all n € N.
n,

1 1 1
From 0 < a,, < — and - — = n follows
n Gnt+1  On 1—na,
1 1
— — >n for all n € N and then
Ap+1 an
1 n 1 1 n n(n+1)
-3 (oo -a) > =
An41 a1 k=1 \ Qk+1 Cblc k=1 2
1 1 n? 4
> 2+ nnt )— s =
Ap+1 5 2 5 2
nt+1 < eEN =
1 n2—|—n+4 (n+1)
2
an < ——— n>2
(n—1)n
. 1 2
(SIDCG ap = 5 = m then an < m,n S N)
Further the same as above.
Remark.
Little bit worse upper bound can be obtained using AM-GM inequality,
1
namely, using first estimation a,4+; < T equalities
n
n 1 i
1—na, = Intl and P -2= 21 T we have

1 ” ka
—2= n —>n¥/(n+1
a71+1 1 an+1 an-{—l

because n! > (3)

n(n+1) ¢ “nn-1) orn

b) Although the lower and upper bounds for a,, represented by
double inequality
1

That gives us a,4+1 <

2
- <g, < —
n(n+1) — tn = n(n+1)
provide proof of inequality a1, a; + a2, a1 + as + ag <
2

57

they are still not good enough because lim nn+1) =2#1.

n—oo ]-

n(n+1)
Thus, we somehow have to improve obtained bounds.

k 1
Since the function h (x) := % increasing in <O, k:)
— kx

1 2 |
and <k(k+1)’k(k+1)> . <0’ k) then
k J

_k.;<1_kak< _k.L
k(k+1) kE(k+1)
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k k(k+1)

]_ — kak‘ k - ].
kE(k+1
Unfortunately, upper bound %

tion. But we can take ——, for any n > 3, as upper bound for a,,, instead

n(n+3)
2 2 3 3 1
( < <= n > 3). Then, since < —,we
nn+1) "nn+1) ~ n(n+3)

k(k+3) k
k k
obtain < 3 =k+3.

1 — kay,
1-k ———
k(k+3)
1 1 n k

pny1 a3 =g 1—kay

k+1<

is not convenient for further summa-

Since ,then using inequality

k+1<

<k+3,k=3,4,..., we obtain
1— kay
n ]_ n
Y (k+1)< —— <> (k+3) =
k=3 An+1 43 =3
1 2 1 1 4 1
—(n+ ) (n+ )—6+—< <(n+3)(n+ )—15+— —
2 as  Api1 2 as
1 2 1 4
(n+1)(n+ )+2< <(n+3)(n+ )_7 —
2 Ap+1 2
(n+1)(n+2)< 1 <(n+3)(n+4)

2 Ap41 2
2

2

— < a T —
n(n+1) (n+2)(n+3)
So, we get "good" bounds for a,, because

n <

lim an = lim (n+2)(n+3)

n(n+1) n(n+1)

=1,

2

i.e. we get asymptotic representation for a,, : a, ~ ——.
n(n+1)

c) Follows immediately from (b).

Problem 7.10
i. We will prove that |a,| < 1. Really, for any n € N suppose that |a,| < 1.
This imply |a,| <2 <= 0<ad?2 <4 & -2<a2-2<2 <
a2 —2| <2 < |anq1] < 1.
If @y = 2, then ay = 1 and result remains the same,
namely |a,| <1 for all n > 1.
ii.
If ay = 3 then the same recurrence defines an unbounded sequence.

Really, if a; = 3 then a,, > 3 for all n € N because from supposition a,, > 3

2_9 9-2
“”2 > == = 3.5 > 3.Hercof

follows a,41 =

- rka t
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2
as — 2 3a, —2 3a -1
ant1 = n2 > n2 = 2” -1l = a1 —-22 72 =

3 n—1 3 n—1 n—1 n—l
n_22 > -2)=|z nZQ 5 >
a (2) (a1 ) <2> — a —|—(2) 3+ 3

Problem 7.11

i. Since ap41 = an ,/ = /3 then

an > V3 foralln>1.
Assuming that M is upper bound for (a,), .y , since V3<a, <M
we obtain

w
—~

S
3
~—

w

1 1
n = —0n M
Ay 41 4a+ 4 +\/§
and we clai 3M+ L M <— M= 1
na wi 11m —_— =
\f4 V3
Note that as = 6 <\/§, \/§) Then by Math Induction we obtain
4
\/§<an<—7n>2
R
ii. Noting that 2 = 1 2+§ we obtain
3 1 3 1
|an+1 2| ‘40471 + N — (4'2+ 5 =
3 2 —ay, 3 1
“(an —2 =la, —2||> — —
‘4(“ )+ |~ e ‘4 2a,
4
Since V3 < a, < — <=
T3
1 1 1 V3 o1 V3
< <— &&= — < —< —
2-(4/V3) T 2a, T 23 8 ~ 2, 6
3_v3_3_1 3 V3 4
4 6 4 2a, 4 8
0<§_§<§_§<2
4 6 4 8 3
den 3 L|_3_ 1 3 V3 _2
4 2a,| 4 2a, 4 8 3

9 9 n—2
Hence, |an+1 — 2| < 3 lan, —2|,n>2 = |a, —2| < (3) lag — 2| =
2”*272_2”*21<2"
3 4 \3 4 3)

Problem 7.12
bn+1

1
By substitution a,, := b in the recurrence a,4+1 = 1 + — we obtain
n a’ﬂ

- rka t
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bn bn, . b b

2 _ 14 <= bn+2:bn+1+bn.Smcea1:jzlandag:—3:2
bnt1 bn+1 by b2

we set by = 1,bp = 1. Thus b, = f,, for n € N.

Since fn+2 = fot1+ fo=2fn+ fu_1and f, = fn_1 + fn_2 we obtain
fn+2_fn = 2fn+fn71_fn71_fn72 = 2fn_fn72 <~ fn+2 = 3fn_fn72o
So, fonts = 3font1 — fon—1and  fony2 = 3fon — fon—2.

We will prove:

- _ fon Jont1 o
. Q2p—1 = = az
" f2n—1 f2n "
.. fon fonto
11. G2p—1 = = A2n41;
f2n—1 f2n+1
lii oy = f2n+1 f2n+3 = Qonio;
R = aq,
' fon fonto ’
Proof.
i ag,_1 = Jon < Sont1 _ Aoy =

f2n—1 f2n
f30 < fon1fon1 = foni1fon1 — f3, =1
(follows from Cassini’s identity f,,_1fni1 — f2 = (—=1)").
1

Moreover, from 0 < as, — aop_1 = <=4 and
fon—1fon Jon_1
lim = 0 follows

lim (a2n - a2n—1) = 0.
n—oo

fn+3fn_fn+1fn+2 = (fn+2 + fn-‘rl) fn_(fn+1 + fn) fn+1 = fn+2fn_f7%+1 = (_1)n+1 .

Thus, asn—1 < aopy1 =

f2n < f2n+2
fon—1  fons1

= font2fon-1—Fonfons1 >0 <= foni2fon-1—fonfonsr = (1)1 =1

and
font1 fon+3
Qop > Aopio = —— > 0 = fonisfon — fonaofont1 <0 =
f2n f2n+2
2n+1
Jonasfon — font2font1 = (=1)7" = —1.
So, b:= lim as,_1 = lim as, and as,_1 < b < asy,.
n—oo n—oo

then we obtain that b is positive root of equation

1+5

1
b=1+- <= b*—b—1=0thatis b= 5
Alternatively, we can directly, using Math. Induction prove that

Since ag, =1+
a2n—1

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 93



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

1++5
(1) Aop—1 <

Indeed, for any n € N assuming (1) we obtain:

< a9p.

1 2 V-1 145
el =1+ — <14+ —= =1 — d
T iy 3
1 1+5
Aont2 =1+ >1+4 = .
e A2n41 1++5 2 /5
fo 1+V5 fs

(Base of Math Induction is inequality aq = = a9

< <
fi 2 f2
wich obviously holds)
Another solution can by obtained from Binet formula for f,, and
calculation of limits.

Problem 7.13
Since a,, > 0 for all n we will consider equivalent recurrence

2
9 az 1 an 1
a =—+1+— < a = —+ —,
ntl Ty LR a? T * an
which by substitution a,, = P can be rewritten in the form
qn
Pn+1 Pn dn (2(171 +pn)2
=—+1+—=—=—"
dn+1 4q, Pn 4pnqn

Thus we can consider two recurrences
2

Pn+1 = (2q7§+pn) y Qn41 = 4pnCIn , = 172a sy where P11 = 97(]1 = 47
since a; = —.

2 2 4 4
Let b, :== ———, then b2 = 5 = in

\/a%_2 an72 pn72qn
Pn — 2g, = 1 for all natural n.This is easy to prove by math induction.
Really, py — 2g1 =9 — 8 = 1 and since

2 2 2

Pntl — 2Qni1 = (2‘]71 +pn) — 8pnqn = (2‘]11 *pn) = (pn - 2‘]71)
from supposition 2q,, — p,, follows p,+1 — 2¢,41 = 1.
Now using math. induction we will prove that ¢, and 2g, + 1 are a perfect
squares for any natural n.
Really, g1 =4 =2%2,2¢; +1 =9 = 32
Suppose now that ¢, = m? and 2¢, + 1 = k? for some natural m, k.
Then, since ¢,+1 = 4¢npn = 4qn (2¢, + 1) we obtain ¢,+1 = (2mk)2and
2¢n11 + 1 =8¢ (2g, + 1) + 1 = (4g, + 1)*.

is integer because

Problem 7.14.

Since a,, > 0 for all n we will consider equivalent recurrence

a? 1 an 1

a%*‘l:f—‘rl_'_ai? <~ apy1 = — +—,

2 2 a,
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which by substitution a,, =, /p—" can be rewritten in the form
an

2
Pn+1 _ Pn +1+@: (QQn+pn) )
qn+1 4qn Pn 4ann

Thus we can consider two recurrences

2
Pn+1 = (2q%+pn) y An+1 = 4pn‘]n , = 1a25 ey where b1 = 9,(]1 = 47

since a1 = —.

2

Let b, := 722 thent? = o = 0
a2z —2 ap —2  Pn—2qn

Pn — 2g, = 1 for all natural n.This is easy to prove by math induction.
Really, p1 — 21 =9 — 8 = 1 and since
Dnt1 — 2qnt1 = (2(]71 +pn)2 = 8pndn = (2% - pn)2 = (pn - 2(]n>2
from supposition 2q,, — p,, follows p,+1 — 2¢,41 = 1.
Now using math. induction we will prove that ¢, and 2g, + 1 are a perfect
squares for any natural n.
Really, ¢ =4 =22,2¢q; +1=9 =32
Suppose now that ¢, = m? and 2¢,, + 1 = k2 for some natural m, k.
Then, since gnt+1 = 4¢npn = 44, (2¢, + 1) we obtain g1 = (2mk)2and
2¢n1 + 1 =8¢, (20, + 1) + 1 = (4, + 1)°.

is integer because

Problem 7.15(All Israel Math. Olympiad in Hayfa)
Suppose opposite,i.e. that there is sequence 11 < ro < ... <71 < ...
of natural numbers such that A,, = 0. All this r, k =1,2,3, ... should
be odd numbers, because, otherwise, all terms of sum A,, are positive
and then A,, > 0.
Since ri, k = 1,2, 3, ... odd numbers then from A,, = 0 follows that sum
A,, must contain positive and negative numbers, i.e. in supposition that
it =1,2,... p n

a; = { _biyibizp_;'_ 17’p7+’2]?...,m , we have Ark = i; bgk _ iz%;rl b;,"k.
Thus, A, =0 <= bi* + by* + ...+ b =bl, + bfig+ ...+ bk
There are i € {1,2,...,p} and j € {p+1,...,m} for which b;* = b}*
because otherwise, we get contradiction.
(Really, without loss of generality we can suppose that

by = max {b1, ba, ..., by, } and then, denoting ¢; := b—l,i =2,3,...,m,
1

P m
we obtain that 14+ > ¢i* = > ci*.

i=2 i=p+1
Since 0 < ¢; < 1,1 =2,3,...,m then klim ¢;* =0 and, therefore,
» " — 00
1= lim <1+ Zcf’“) = lim ) ¢*=0)
k—o0 i=2 k—ooj—pi1

Using this property we obtain the same situation for m — 2 numbers
and after m — 4 and so on till m — 2k > 0,i.e. till we get one non-zero
number which equal to zero.
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Remark.

The statement "There are ¢ € {1,2,...,p} and j € {p+1,...,m}

for which b}* = bT’c ” can be proved shortly by the such way:

Since bi* + by* + b = bk + by b then max {by, by, ..., by} =

kli_}m g/bm by . by = hm pr+1+ b’"+2+ .+ by = max {bpt1,bpy2, .., b } -

Problem 7.16*(#7,9-th grade,18-th All Soviet Union Math Olympiad,1984)
(Proposed by Agahanov N.H.)
Let us calculate several first terms of the given sequence:

71

1
a:=1,ac —l,Z‘ = =, T4 = —,T5 = —,Tg = —
! 2T Pt T T T 6070 T 256
Lemma. p
Let sequence (p,,) determined by recurrence p,.1 = p2 + % n € N with
initial

3
condition p; = 3 Then for any n € N holds following inequalities:

. 1
i pp < §,n€N;
il. pp > ppt1,n € N;

iii max {|x2n+3‘ 5 ‘x2n+4|} S Pn-
Proof.(Math. Induction by n )

1. Base of induction.

Let n =1 then p; =

| w

5 5 3
d — B G
and max {|zs|, |z¢|} max{16, } 16 < g =M
2. Step of 1nduct10n

1

2 4 4 2
.. Pn 1
. Ppy1 = pn+?<pn <~ pn<§

1
iii. |2 45| < [22n 4] + 5 |wantsl < pi + ? = pn+1 and
p Pn

|Z2nr6| < |wonss|” + = |5€2n+4| Pop + 2” <ps+ 5 = Patie
Corollaryl.

lim p, = 0.

n—oo
Corollary 2

lim z, =0.

n—oo

Problem 7.17

i pnp =R+ < S +*

1 1 1 1
ant1 < ap (1 —a,) <= > = — + —
An+1 an, (1 - an) an, 1- an,
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1 1 1—-a, n n 2 2
L _Umetan q A g 4 g Wy
An+1 Qn, 1—a, 1—-a, Qn, (1 - an) An+1
n 1 1 1
Thus, > —— | >n <= -—>n =
k=1 \Qk+1 ag Gp41 a
1 a(n—-1)+1 a;
—>n—1+ —=——""" <= a, < -
an ay aq ap(n—1)+1
na <L<2 sinceL<2 =
" Ta(n—-1)+1 ai(n—1)+1

na; < 2a;(n—1)4+2 < 2a; —2 < 2ain.

Problem 7.18(BAMO-2000)

1
Since a, (1 —a,) < 1 and a2 < a, — Gp11 <= apy1 < a, (1 —a,) then

n —

1 1 1 1 1
an€<0,> and > — + > — + 1 for any n > 2

4 Ap4+1 ~ Gp 1—ay, an
because > 1
—ay,
1
Thus, for any n > 2 we have > —+4+1 <
Ap+1 (07
1 1 1 1
—n+l)>—-n = ——n>—-2>4-2=2 =
alnH an af as
— >n+2 = ay < — < —.
an n+2 n

Problem 7.19 (SSMJ 5281)
First note that a,, > 0 for all n € N ( a3 = a > 0 and from supposition

a
— > 0. Also note that sequence {a,}, -,

an > 0 follows a,41 = T a

an ab+l
1+ah, 1+4+dh
Therefore, sequence {ay},~, convergent to some nonnegative limit .
T ap x

Then z = nlirlgoan,+1 = nlLr{)lO Taﬁ =7 g = z=0.
Thus, lim a, = 0.

n—0oo

is decreasing. Indeed a,, — ap4+1 = ay, — > 0.

a
Since recurrence a1 = 7”1, can be rewritten in the form
, 1+ an
a
ap = mfchen denoting a? via b, we obtain recurrence
n
b
(1) bpy1 = ﬁ,with initial condition b; = aP.
n
1 1+b,)F -1 1 1
Since - = A4ba) =1 and lim b, = lim af = 0then lim < — ) =
n+1 bpn by n—0oo n—00 n—0o0 n+1 by
1+b6,)" —1
lim (++) = p. Hereof, by Arithmetic Mean Limit Theorem
n—oo n
(if lim z, = a then lim (e = a ) we obtain
n—oo n—o0 n
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1 1 n 1 1)
g‘g.nq ) k:z—:2<bk} br—1 _

1
lim — = lim = lim
n—oo nb, n—oo N — 1 n n—oo n—1

I 1 1
im | — — =p.
n—0c0 bn bnfl P

1 1 1 1\r
Thus, lim nPa, = lim (naf)? = lim (nb,)? = <> and,

n—oo n—oo n—oo

[

. a,
therefore, lim = Tan, = 1.

n—oo 1 5
np

o0 (oo}
Hence, > a, is convergent iff >
n=1 n=1 (

is convergent,

D=

) np)
that isiff - > 1 < p< L.
p

Problem 7.20
We can see that sequence 2 cosh (2"a) where a := cosh™* (2.5)
satisfy to the recurrence a, 1 = a? — 2 since
2(2 cosh? (2"a) — 1) = 2cosh (2"*"') and 2cosh (2°a) =5 .
Thus, a, = 2cosh (2"a).
a) Since 2sinht - cosht = sinh 2¢ then

Unt1 2 cosh (2" 1) sinh (2c)

a1a9...a, 2" cosh (2a) cosh (2a) ... cosh (27a)  sinh (20)
2 cosh (2"T1a) - sinh (20
sinh (2nt+1a)

cosh (2" a) . ey e

= 2sinh (2a) - coth (2" ') .

Note that lim ———— = = lim =1 because a > 0.

n—oo sinh (2”+1a) n—ooo e2"Tla _ g—2"Tla

Hence, lim _ I+l _ 9sinh (2a) = 2y/cosh? (2a) — 1 =
n—oo 41042...0n

2,/243—1:\/5.

b) Note that initial recurrence can be rewritten in the form:
1— ﬁ _ _anJrl

. 2 . 2
Using that we obtain:

, neN.

1 1 1 aq 1 2 1
—+ 4.+ ——=—|1-—=4+—+4+ + ...+
a1 aias a109...a, 2 a1 2 as  Q9a3 ai1as...a,

1 /1 1 1 1 2 1 1
<+ +ot —a2>: (1—“2++...+

a1 \as asas as...an 2

n—oo

LN G S ) WS S ST W
aias \as  as..a, 2 T aia9...0n 2 G1a9...0p

1 1 1 .
Since that lim <-|- +,,,+) — lim (al_aﬂ> _

al a1a2 a1a2...ay
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cosh 2a — 2sinh 2a = g —+/21.

Remark.

Another solutions :

We will consider this problem in general case, when
ap = a,a,+1 = a2 —2,n € NU{0}

and a is any real number greater then 2.

VaZ—1
1.Then a,, = 2cosh (2"a) where a = cosh™! (g) =In <a—|—@> .

2
1 1 1
Denote S (a1, as, ...,a,) == — + 4o —.
a1 a1as a1ag...ay
. AR+1 ag 2
Since + — = (ak+1 - ai) =
a1az...aL a1a9...ak—1 a1a2...ak a1a2...ak
0 1 a
k Ak+1
and [] ax =1 then = - + and
e 1 ai1as...ax 2a1a9...0k_1  2a109...05
ai Gn41
S(a1,a2,...a,) = — — —————.
2 2a1as...ay
. Anp+41 .
Since —— = 2sinh (2a) - coth (2"*'a) then

a1a9...ay
S (ay. an. i) = 2 cosh (2ar) — 251nh2(2a) -coth (2" o) _
cosh (2a) — sinh (2a) - coth (2" @) .
and, using lim coth (2"+1a) =1, we finally obtain

n—oo

1 1 1
lim ( + +..+ > = cosh (2a) — sinh (2a) =
n—oo \ a1 a1a9 a1as...ayn

cosh? a 4 sinh? o — 2 cosh acsinh o = (cosh o — sinh ) .

2. Both solutions above short but bad motivated. The following solution

I like more, because it is motivated solution.
1 1 1

First note that infinite sum — + +...4+ ——  + .... converge,
af AEQi41 arpag+41..-Qn

because increasing sequence (S (ak, Gk+1, ..., Gn)), >, have upper bound.

Indeed, since a,, increasing, then

1
1 1 1 1 1 1 ax 1
—+ ot < —+—+ Aty < T =
ar  OkOk+1 AxQkt-.-On ar ag ay 1+ ap — 1 a—1
ai
Since ap = 2 cosh (Qka) and infinite sum
1 1 1
— + +.. 1t
Qg arar+1 arar+41..-0n
depend only from aj then we can denote this sum via S (2’“04) .
1
Thus, — + e F————F+....=5(p) and
[25] a1as a1ag...ay
1
— e F———— + ... = 5 (2¢) ,where ¢ := 2a.
an aga3 agas...any
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1
Since S () = p (14+S5(2¢)) <= SQ2p)=a15(p) —1 =
1
S(2¢p) =2coshy-S(p) —1 then our problem now is to find solution
of this functional equation.
First note that since cosh 2 = 2cosh? ¢ — 1 then h () := S (¢) — cosh ¢
satisfy to homogeneous linear functional equation h (2¢) = 2cosh¢ - h (p).
Using representation h (¢) in the form h (p) = C () - sinh ¢ and identity
sinh (2¢) = 2cosh ¢ - sinh ¢ we obtain
C (2¢) - sinh2¢ = 2cosh¢ - C (p) - sinhp <~
C20)=Clp) = Clp)=C (%) neN.
In the supposition that C (¢) is continuous function (series S (¢) converges
uniformly) we immediately obtain that C (¢) = C = const.
So, h(¢) = C -sinh g and S (p) = coshp + C - sinh .
1 1

1
Since S (2"p) = + + ... < ——— then
Gn41 Ap410n42 An41 — 1

lim S(2"¢p) =0 < C = — lim coth2"p = —1.

n—oo

Thus, S (¢) = cosh ¢ — sinh ¢ = cosh 2a — sinh 2a = (cosh o — sinh «)® and

2 /72
sinho = a—flzaTllthen

since

cosha =

)

RS

S(go):fifao:a.

If a1 = a then cosh2a = %, sinh 2a = — and
a—+a%—4
$o=—————"-

S () = cosh ¢ — sinh 5

Problem 7.21% “
a) Note that d sing s il = ——
) Note that (a,) decreasing sequence (an+1 T

Then in particularly a,, < a; =a ,n € N and since
1

Qn
pil = —F— < + —
1+ Van Ap41 Qnp \V O0n Gn41 Qnp Vv an

1 < 1 B 1) _ Z SRS
k=1 \an+1 Qnp k= A

we obtain -——=>
Ap+1 a1 1
n 1 n 1 n_ n+l1
— = > -+ - = > =2
Jai any1 a2 a ny1  Q 2a

2
Thus, a, < —afor any n > 2.

n
It is not enough for the proof that S;, is bounded, but, using

. . 2a 1 n . .
inequality a, < — <— — > % and identity
n a

an
1 1 noo1

- )
an+1 ar =10k
we can obtain better upper bound for a,,.

) a
Really, since a,, < — for any natural n > 2, we have
n
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1 1 1 o1 1 vk 1 1 1 nol
—==4+-4 + +—4+—>S VE+1.
ant1 a*  a kZQ Var Z 2 @ a a k;

From the other hand, for any natural n holds inequality
3
(1) ix/n—l—lz(n—l—l)\/n—l—l—n\/ﬁ,neN.
(Since (n+1)vVn+1—nyn=(Vn+1-n) (2n+1—|— \/n(n—i—l)) =

M+ 1+ \/n(n+1) 3
then —vn+1>(n+1)vn+1—nyn <
W AT (1) VT -y
3Vt 1(Vatl+yn) >2<2n+1+\/ n+1)

3n+3+3nn+1) >4n+2+2/n(n+1) < /n n+1)>n—1)

1 1 1 1
Using inequality (1) we obtain > —=+—-+ k+1> ——&— +
g inequality (1) anﬂfag . mev
1 2
k+1)VET —kf) Sy nyn—1) =
3\/2a kzl (( ) a 3V 2a ( )
—I- ! 2 —— (nyn—1) and si L + ! 2 >0
-+ — and since — + — — ——
a \/&1 3\/2a 3v2a ) a a 3y2a
then > cny/n,where c = ——.
Qn+1 v 3V 2a )
Thus, for any n > 3 holds a,, < —————————— and, therefore,
y= cn=1)vn—-1
g i 1 1n=1 1
n < ar+az+ =a+tax+ -
ciZ kv

. k:gc(k—Ql)\/k—l ) 5
k\/E<k\/k—1+(k—1)\/E:\/kfl_ﬁ
(kvVE—14+(k - 1) VE < 2kVE <= kVk -1 <kVE+VE=VE(k+1) —

n-1 1 2 2
k2 — k2 <k3+2k%2+ k) for k> 2 then — = < 2.
- ) - kX::QkJ\/E V1o on—-1

2
and a; + as + — is upper bound for S, .
c

Since

then by setting b,, := \/a,, we obtain

. Van
b) Since \/ap11 = ————
V14 \an,

b
for sequence (b,) recurrence b, 1 = — __ with initial condition
v1+b,

b1 = 3 and we will attempt to find "good" bounds for b,,.
If we get success, then, square of this bounds becames "good"
bounds for a,,.

1 \% mn Vv n -
Since — 17+b — 1 — i + w —
bn+1 bn bn+1 bn bn
1 1

bos1  bn It b, +1
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1 L 1 n 1
then — ) = - =
bn+1 bl 2:: (bk+1 bk) 1?::1 V1+bp+1
(2) o=t
bnt1 3 S VI+b+1

Since by, decreasing then b, < 3,n € N and from (2) immediately
follows inequality

v1+ +1 n+1 3 3 bn+1 3 - bn+1
@ —<:>b <§
37 by n

3
Using inequality 1 +z < 1+ g for x > 0 and inequality b, < — n € N
n

we obtain:
1 r 1 - 1 2 - 2 2n
b, J1+0b, b - 3 - -
b7z+1 bn 1+bn+1 1+5+1 bn+4 E+4 47’L+3
1 4n—
7.71734-3:1 1-— 5 1 17l and, therefore,
2 4n + 3 2 an+3 n

1 1 no1 1 1 1
-—> Z(1—>:Z—2hn,wherehn:1+2—|—...+.

bn+1 bl k=1 2 k
1 n 1
From the other hand, since b,, > 0 then => ( ) =
1 bl k=1 bn+1 bn

bnt
n 1 n 1 n
< =_.
k§1v1+bk+1 k§1 1+40+1 2
S 1h< L 1<n<:>n 1h +1< <1+n
0 = - — < = - — = - —+ —.
227" Ty by 2 2 27" 3 Ty 32
1 1 1 hy,
Sinceg—l—% n—2|— andg—§hn+§<g—7 then we obtain more
convenient inequality
n_h"< Lo ntl 2 2 2 2
2 b1 2 n+l TS, n+1 " S T han
2 2
3 — < b, , 1
(3) <b, < —hn—1n>
1
1+1+ +1 ’
Since — < 22 2 and
n n
1 1 1 1 1
1+ ==+ +=<l+—4+-—.+4—=141-=-<2
Tttt s +1~2+2-3 +(n—1)n * n

/2
then o <
n n’

h
From this inequality follows that h, < v/2n and lim — = 0.

n—oo N
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and lim h—n = 0 then we obtain lim nb,, = 2.

Since, 2 < nb, < T30, Jim m

1—

n
2
So, inequality (3) gives us good bounds for b,: lover bound I (n) = —
n
2
d bound =
and upper bound u (n) e —

Since h (n) < v/2n then we can use more convenient lover bound for b,
2

n—v2n—-1

Thus, for a,, we obtain inequality — < a,, <
n

namely we can take u (n) =

ﬁ or, inequality
n—h, —
4 4

4
< <
(n—+v2n—1)> n?=2nv2n n?=3n/n

4
72<04n<
n

which determine good bounds for a,, and asymptotic representation a,, ~ —.
n

c¢) Since recurrence a,; = can be rewritten in the form

\V an
Qy, = T
Vi Tt Jan

then denoting ./a,, via b, we obtain recurrence

b
1 bpy1 = __n
T
with the same question about good bounds for sequence (b,,) .
This is the way to solve the original problem, because sequence (b,,)

more convenient object to give answer on question of problem.

a'n,
1+ ./a,
,with initial condition b; = /a, b*> —1

For convenience we set a := (b2 — 1)2, where b > 1.Then b; := b? — 1.
Note that from recurrence (1) obviously follows, that b,, decreasing in N

H_L o < apn,n € N). In particularly this yields b,, < by = 2 —1.

Let us rewrite recurrence (*) in the form important for further:

1 VI+b, 1 L VI -1

=— = = —
bn+1 bn bn+1 bn * bn
@ -1
bn+1 bn_\/1+bn+1

Hereof we obtain correlation
n 1 1 1 1 1
(3) =

;;::1 b1 bk)  bupr b1 kzzzl\/l“"bn‘f'l.
From (3) and b,, < b* — 1 follows
1 L 1 n 1 n
bnt1 b1 kZ::1V1+bk+1_k§1\/1+(b2—1)+1 b+1
1 >i n _ nb-1)+1
bn+17b1 b—|—1_ b2 —1
n(b-1)+1_ n+l
21 b(b+ 1)

( Ap+1 =

and since for any natural n ,we obtain
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1 n+1 b(b+1) b(b+1)

— <— b, == b, < —=.
R YUE)) ST R

Since for any x > 0 holds inequality v1+z <1+ g and

b(b+1
bnG(O,H)> for any n € N then
n
1 < L < L <
Laltn g VIHb L VIF0+1
2

2 1 1
— and

4 < <
) bp+4 V1+b,+1 2
2 2 2n

T An+b(b+1)

>
bt DBFD)

n
1
10 b(b+1) >1 1_b(b+1) '
2 dn+b(b+1) 2 4n
Thus, for any n € N holds inequality
1 b(b+1)> - 1

5 —(1- <z
(8) Vit+b, +1 2

2 4n
Using (5) and (3) we obtain
1 b(b+1) 1
1 b(b+1 1 1 1
T AR A DR T

2 4

1 1

where h,, =14+ = + ... + —.

2 n
1
1+*+...+f2
n

and

1+1+ +1<1+1+ + L
22 T p2 -2 7 (n—-1n

1 hn, /2
1+1——<2then — < 4/—.
n n n

hy
From this inequality follows that h, < +/2n and lim — = 0.

1 1
Let ¢ := maX{O,b1 - 2} then % 4+ - < ——and
from (6) follows inequalities

2 4

which implies

1 b(b+1) hy 1 1 1 c
- (1-—- " — = — <= (1+—=).
2( 4 n n>< <2(+n>
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) .1 b(b+1) h, 1\ . 1 cy 1
Since lim 2<l—~—)—hm 5(1—}——)_5

n— oo 4 n n

then lim = — as well.

n—oo M, n

Thus, lim nb, = 2 and we finally obtain that lim n2a, = 4.

n—0oo n—oo

Problem 7.22 (One asymptotic behavior)(S183)
2

Let =, = %,n € NU{0} then p, =pp_1 — ]% —
1
Ty =Tp-1 —xp_1,n € Nand 2o = p?() = —, where p > 1.

p
Since 0 < z,,n € NU{0} (zo € (0,1) and
Tp—1 € (0,1) — Tp = Tp—1 (1 - J,‘n_l) S (0, 1))

hen L L (LD 1)

3 >i L — 1> +n <= < ! eN
=n — >, n T —n .
S l—ax1 ~ =11-0 Tn p " T n4p’
1 1
Moreover, since xyo = — then z,, < ——, n >0 and
p n+p

T e

Tn Lo p=1 \Tk  Tk-1 h=11— Tp—1

n 1 n 1

>N— = 1+)

k=11 _ 1 k=1 k—2+p

k—1+p
no1
n—|—zk W < —|—Zk_2+2*n+hn,where X::E
1

Hence — <p—|—n+hmn€Nand, since* h, <+ /n+1, neN

n

1
then— <p+n+/n+1 < Ty <
T,

— < —_—.
n++vn+p+1 n+p
*(forn >3 we have n? >2n+1 = n?>2\/n(n+1) <
1
vn+l+yn<n+1l < < —
v n+1l  Vn+1l++n

Bng1 —hn <vVn+1—ymand hy =1<V14+1,hy < V241,
h3<\/§+1)

8. Inequalities and max,min problems.

Comparison of numerical expressions.
Problem 8.1(Met. Rec.)
a) 311 < 3211 =255 < 296 = 1614 < 1714

b) 51318 > 51218 = 2918 = 2162 9161 — 27 = 128% > 127%;
1 1
c) Particular case of inequality nn >mm if 3 <n < m.
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1
Suffice to prove nn | N\ {1,2}.
d) Answer: tan34° > 3

1/4/3 4 tan4° 1/V3+t
and
1—1/\ftan4° 1-1/V3-t

T
4° = — h
tan tan 15 > — 15 then

1/4/3 + tan (7/45) - 1/vV3+ /45
1—1/V3tan(7/45) = 1-1/V/3- 7r/45

Since tan 34° =

1(0,v3),

tan 34° =

1/V/3 + /45 2 2
—>*<:>\[+*>2 —
1-1/V/3-7/45 3 15 45\/3

2
= >2-8 < 1 (3V3+2) > 45(2V3 - 3).

45V/3
We have 3 (3v3+2) > 45 (23 -3) <= 3V3+2>15(2V3-3) <
3vV3+2
2v/3 -3
13v3 > 21 <= 169-3 > 441 <= 507 > 441.
e) Since 1 € (0,7/2) and 1 > 7/4 then sinl > cos 1.

>15 <= (3v3+2) (2v3+3) > 45 < 13V/3+24 > 45 <

Also since sin% 1 then cos1 =1 — 2sin® = > 1-2- <;>
Thus, sinl > 1 .(Or, since 1 > 7r/6 then sinl > sinw/6 = %
From the other hand log; v/2 = 3 10g3 2< %
Hence, sin1 > % > log; /2.

f) Solutionl.

Since n — 1 > 2 then log, _;n > log, (n+1) < 1 > log, (n—1) -
log, (n+1) <~

1 1 1 1
1>lognn(1)-lognn(l+) = 1> <1+logn <1)> (1+10gn (1+)> =
n n n n
1 1 1
1>1+log, <1—>—|—10gn< —I—)—Hogn (1—>logn <1—|—n> —
1 1
0 > log,, (12>+logn (1) log,, <1+>
n n

where latter inequality holds because

1 1 1
log,, (1 — 2) < 0,log,, <1 — ) < 0 and log,, (1 + ) > 0.
n n n

Solution2. i
1 —1)+1 1
By (2AGM) log,, (n — 1)-log,, (n + 1) < ( 08, (n — 1) ‘QF 08y, (1 + ))

2
log,, (n* — 1)) and log,, (n* —1) - log,, n?
2 2 2
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2log,, n
2

=1 then log,, (n — 1) -log,, (n+1) <1 <= log,_;n >log, (n+1).

h) Using Math Induction we will prove that for any natural n holds
inequality n! > (g)n

Note that for n = 1 this inequality obviously holds.

For any n € N assuming n! > (%)n we obtain (n+1)! > (n+1) (g)n
and

oY n+1\" n® _ (n+1)"
(n+)(§) > 3 = Tam &

1 n 1 n
3><1+> <:3>e><1—|—> .
n n

Applying inequality n! > (g) for n = 300 we obtain

300
300! > <320) = 1003,

Remark.

1 n
Another way to prove inequality 3 > <1 + ) without reference to e.
n

We will prove (using Math Induction) one useful inequality, namely:

For any positive real @ and any natural n such that na < 1 holds inequality
(1) (1+a)" <1+ na+n?a?

Proof.

For n =1 inequality obviously holds.

Let n € N be any such that (n + 1) @ < 1. Then na < 1 and assuming
(1+a)" <1+ na+n2a? we obtain

(14 a)" < (1+na+n2a?) (1+a) = n?a+(n? +n) a®+(n+1) a+l.
Since na < 1 we have n?a® = na - na? < na? and, therefore,
n?a®+ (n? +n)a? < (n?+2n)a® < (n+ 1)%a2.
Hence, (14+ )" <1+ (n+1)a+(n+1)>a2

1 1 n
Applying inequality (1) to @« = — we obtain (1 + ) < 3.
n n

g). Easy to see that (n!)> =n" for n = 1,2 and for n = 3 we have
(31)* = 36 > 33. We will prove that (n!)> > n" for any natural n > 3
using Math Induction in form of Multiplicative Reduction, that is
suffice to prove inequality

(n+1)H* _ (n+1)"""

(n|)2 nm"

1 n
<:>n+1><1+> .
n

1
Latter inequality immediately follows from 3 > <1 + > ,Or can
n

be proved independently with usage of Multiplicative Reduction,
namely we have
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1 n+1
1
n+2 1 < +n+1)

n+1 n—|—1> ( 1)’”
1+ —
n

\" r\" 1 1
1+ — > |14+ — = 1+->14—
n n+1 n n+1
i). Let a, := \/2—1—\/34—\/24—... and b, := \/3—1— V2++/3+...
(each use n square root symbols)
We have system of recurrences:

Un41 = \/2+bn _ _
{bn-s-l\/m ,neNWhereal—\/i,bl—\/g.

Note that a; < b; and b; — a; < 1 and we will prove using Mat. Induction
more stronger inequality 0 < b, — a,, < 1 for any natural n.
1. Base of induction:
0<V3-v2<1.
2. Step of Induction.
For any n € N in supposition that 0 < b,, — a,, < 1 we we have
bn+1 —Opy1 = \/3+an _\/2+bn =
1— (b, —an)

<
V24, +vV3+an V2+3

<1 and bn+1 — Qp41 > 0.

Proving inequalities
Problem 8.2
Since a + b + ¢ = 0 then due to symmetry of inequality we can assume
that sign (a) = sign (b) . Then |c| = |a + b = |a| + | b and
jal +1 ]\ * (la + | B)°
vt =fal 10+ (ol | o) < (“25H0) gy = oL

3
1
% - Zmax{|a|3 1B, |c|3} because |al, | b| < |a] + | b] = |¢|.

Problem 8.3(Met. Rec.).

‘We have

1 1
1-z)1-9y)(1 —z)—§ = (2 - (x—|—y+z)>—|—xy(1 —2)+z(y+x)z>0.
Problem 8.4(Problem 6 from 6-th CGMO,2-nd day,2007).
Due to symmetry with respect to b and ¢ we can assume that b > ¢ and
denoting = := Vb + /¢,y := Vb — \/c we obtain x >y > 0,z +y < 1,

2 2 2 2
b—c=zy,b+c= T —;y ,a=1-— i —2|—y ,

and original inequality becomes

2 2 2,2
(1) \/lx +vy Ty

- <
B + 1 +z_\/§,
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1
where z € [2, 1} and y € [0,z].

2 2,2 2 (9 _ 42
Since max <_y + Ty ) = max] (_y(m)) =0 then

y€[0,7]

2 2 2,2
(1) < max \/1—3” L N PN
y€[0,x] 2 4

2 2 2.2 2
l—m——i—max —y——&—xy +x§\/§<:> 1—$—+x§\/§,
2 y€[0,z] 2 4 2

where latter inequality holds because by Cauchy Inequality

<m+x>2<l-\/127x;+\/§-j§>2<
(12+ (v2)") ( 1—3;2> +<5§)2 :3-<1—m;+$22)=3.

2
Since in (1) equality occurs iff y =0 and 4/1 — % sl o142 =

V2
2
y=0and z = % then original inequality becomes equality iff
1
= b = = —.
a c=3
Remark.

This inequality is sharp variant of inequality \/a + Vb + /¢ < V/3.

Problem 8.5(Met. Rec.)

We have Z 7 1+ _ 13 1+ ( 1+ 1+ ) _ Z 13 1+ _ 1 _
i=1 Gi+1 T Qiy2 =1 Qi1+ Qiy2 i=1 \@i+1 + Qi+2

n . .
> e n > 0 because by AM-GM Inequality
i=1 Qi1 T Qiy2

n . . n . .
5 a; + Qit1 > ol 1] a; + Qiy1 —n
i=1 @i+1 + Q42 i=1 Qi+1 + Q42

Problem 8.6(Met. Rec.)
3

a
Let S$:=Y ——M—.
¢ (%ca2+ab+b2
S. ce QS a37b3+63 b+ bd
n = =a— - -

a?+ab+b?  a?+ab+1? a® £ ab+ 17

b b
then S = B R S
en C% a +a2+ab+b2) C?Zﬁa2+ab+b2
and, therefore,
a’ +b° a® — ab + b? 1 2(a+b+c)

2§ =Sy~ 7 p & —abt b gl _2atbio)

Czy:caz—kab—&—b? Czy:c(a+ )a2+ab+b2—§c(a+ )3 3

a? —ab+b* _ 1 )

becausem25 <~ (a—b)">0.
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Problem 8.7(Met. Rec)

: ) . 5,15 .5 2 g0 oy @ HH 4+
By Chebishev’s Inequality we have a®+b° +¢> > (a +b°+c )f
3413143
and a? + b% + 2 Zab—l—bc—l—ca,% > abe.

Problem 8.8(Met. Rec).

Solution 1.

Applying inequality (z 4+ y + 2)2 <3 (x2 +y? + 22) , ,y,z2 € R to
(z,y,2) = (VAa+1,V4b +1,v/4c + 1)

we obtain

(Via+ T+ VIt 1+ VAc+ 1)’ <3(4a+1+4b+1+4c+1) = 21.

Solution 2.

First note that

Via+ T+ VA + 1+ Vic+1< V21 «—
(Via+ T+ VI T 1+ VAc+ 1)’ <21

da+1+4b+1+4dc+1+>2\/(4da+1)(4b+1) <21l <

cyc

> 2¢/(da+1)(4b+1) < 14.

cye
Since, by 2AM-GM Inequality
2\/(4da+1)(4b+1) <4a+1+4b+ 1 =6 — 4c then

S 2y/a+1) (b +1) < (6 —4c) = 18 — 4 = 14.

cyc cyc

Solution 3.
Let t > 0 be some undetermined real parameter.
Then using 2AM-GM inequality we obtain
1 1 7T+ 3t
da+1=— t(da+1) < — t+4a+1)= .
S VAT 1= Y i) < 5 S =57

cyc cyc cyc

So, for any ¢ > 0 holds inequality

7T+ 3t
1 da+1<
R
7T+ 3t .
To reach upper bound ?ﬁ we should claim t =4a+1=4b+1 = 4c+ 1.
Sincea+b+c=1weobtain 3t =4(a+b+c)+3=7 < t= 7.

3
7
In particular for ¢t = 3 inequality (1) becomes

7
T+3- 2
S Via+1< 773:@.
cyc
N
Another ending.
7T+ 3t

7+ 3t
‘We have Vida+1< <— v4a 4+ 1 < min
% T2Vt % >0 24/t
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7T+ 3t 1 7 7

and ——— = — [ —=+ 3Vt | >/ —= - 3Vt = 21 with equality iff
b & A0 R auality

7 7

— =3Vt &< t=—-.

Vi 3

Problem 8.9(Met. Rec).

Since (z1 + 22 + ... + T, + 1)2 >d4(x+ a0+ ... +xp,) =

($1+$2+...+$n—1)220

and x; € [0,1] = z; > 2?,i=1,2,...,n we have

(1 4+ T2+ oo+ 2 +1)° > A (21 + a2+ o+ xy) >4 (27 423+ 4 22).

Problem 8.10(Met. Rec).

Solutionl.
First note that 2%z + y3x + 23y > 2yz (v +y + 2) <=
2 2 2

x Yy z

S+ 4 catyte

Yy z x
Applying Cauchy Inequality to triples (x, l, Z) (VY VZ, V)

VI VE VT

we obtain )

z? P 22> z Yy z 2

—+=+—|y+tz+to Z( Y+ —=- Vit —- f) =@@+y+2) =
( y z ( ) Vi VY Ve vV
22 g2 2

—t+—+—Z2zx+y+=z
Y z T

Solution2. )

Note that for any real a and real b > 0 holds inequality % >2a—b (=

(a—1b)*>0).
22 2 2
Then —+ >~ + —>2y—z+2y—z+2z—x=x+y+ =
y z T

Problem 8.11(Met. Rec).

Noting that T1y1+ Lok (z1 + xz), Tay2 + Z1Y2 _ Y2 (71 + x2)
T1y1 + 1y w1 (Y1 +y2) Taye +a2p1 @2 (Y1 +Y2)

and using Weighted AM-GM Inequality we obtain that

y1 (71 + 22) Yo (21 + 22) mtes
1 T2 )~ " I1 — T2
(wlyl + 33291) (xzyz + $1y2) < | = (y1 + y2) z2 (Y1 + Y2) _ 1
T1Y1 + T1Y2 TaY2 + Tay1 - T1 + X2

for any real positive 1,22 Y1, y2-
Thus, in fact, all solutions of inequality of the problem are solution of equa-

tion . o
($1y1 + 962?41) <$2y2 + x1y2> 1
T1Y1 + T1Y2 TaY2 + Tay1 .

By condition of equality in weighted AM-GM Inequality we obtain
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T1y1 + T2y1  T2y2 + Ty yi(z1+22) _ ya (21 + 2 y_ Y

T1Y1 + T1y2  T2y2 + T2y x1 (Y1 + y2) @2 (Y1 + Y2) T X2

Thus all solution represented by quads (21, z2,y1,y2) = (21, 2, tx1, tx2) ,where
x1, T2t € (0,00).
Another variant of previous solution..

T
Denoting u; := ! and v; := Yi 1=1,2
1+ X2 Y1+ Y2
we obtain that u; +us = vy + v = 1 and

Ty +22y1 Y1 (T1+T2) v Taye +T1Y2 2 . .
= = —, ————= = —. Then inequality
T1Y1 + Z1Y2 i (Y1 +y2) w Tal2 +T2y1 U2 Y .
1 2 1 2
(wlyl + x2y1> (fczyz + xlyg) > 1 becomes (m) (vz) 1.
T1y1 + T1Y2 Tay2 + TaY1 U1 U

Since by weighted AM-GM Inequality

(% “ v vz v v
1 2 1 2
— — <—~u1+—-u2——v1—|—v2——1
U1 ug uy U

Ul U2
then <U1) (v2> =1 and it is possible iff a_%

v
U1 U2 U1 U2
(condition of equality in AM-GM Inequality).
That is, (v1,v2) =t (ur,u2) <= (y1,¥2) =ut(CC1,l”2)2,t € (0,00).

1 U
And one more proof of inequality (Ul <U2> <1
Uy
(without weighted AM-GM Inequality).
First note that

v Uy v Uz v Uy v 1—uq v Uy
Uy U2 Uy U2 U1V2 V2
0

Applying Bernoulli-2 Inequality (1 +¢)* <1+ta,t > -1, a € (0,]

V1U2

tot = —land o =u
U1V2

we obtain

Ul
V1U2 V1U2 V1U2 ViU U2 (V1 + V2 U2
A2 <y 1) uy = 1-wu+ = ug+ _ ) _ Y2,
U1V2 U1v2 V2 V2 V2 V2

Problem 8.12(Met. Rec).
Let S := 3 1/2k — 2/k (k — Dand b, := \/n(n 1 1).
k=1
First note that S; = v/2 = by.
Also note that S5 = V2 + V4 — 2v/2 > /6 = bs.
Indeed, V2 + V4 —-2v2> V6 <= 1+ V22> /3 <
22> (\/§—1)2 = 2-2>4-2/3 < 2/3>24V2 —

VE>V2+1 & 6>3+2/2 < 3>2V2 < 9>8.
And we will prove that for any n > 2 holds S,, — S,_1 > b, — b, _1.
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Indeed, \/2n72\/n(n71) >nn+1)—y/nhn-1) <

) n? — (n? —n) n* — (n* —n?)
2n—2y/n(n—1)>2n*-2nvn? -1 < > —
n++ynn—-1 n24+nvn?-—1
n n? 1 1

> = > =
n++y/nn—1) n?+nyn?—-1 n++y/nn—-1 n+vn2-1
n+vn:i—1>n+y/nn—1) < V/n+1>/n.

Since Sy > be and for any n > 3, assuming that S,,_; > b,_1 we obtain
Sp = (Sn — Sn-1)+Sn-1 > (b, — by_1)+b,—1 = b, then by Math Induction
we have S,, > b, for any n > 2 and, therefore, S,, > b,, for any n > 1.

Problem 8.13(Met. Rec).
k
Let s := Y a5, k=1,2,..,n and f (z) := /1 — 22 then

=1

n k 2 n n
Fn = Zak 1—( Zai> Z sk—sk,l)\/l—siz Z (Sk—Skfl)f(Sk)
k=1 i=1 k= k=1

is Riemann sum for function f (x) = /1 — 22 and partition
0=150 <51 <82 <..<8,=1of the segment [0, 1].

Since, f(z) | [0,1] then

n 1

S (s —sk—1) f(sk) < f\/l — 2%2dx = [z = sint;dz = cost - dt] =

k=1

/2 17r/2 1 in 2t /2

J cos?tdt == [ (1+cos2t)dt == (t+ S =
2 2 2 ),

<

e~
(G2 AN

0
because 51 < 16.

Problem 8.14(Met. Rec).
(a1 + as)°

5 = (a1 — a2)2 > 0;

If n = 2 then ajas + asa; <

2
If n =3 then 1as + asasz + aza; < m
(a1 — az)” + (a2 — as)® + (a5 — a1)” > 0;
Let n > 3.
Due to cyclic symmetry of the inequality we can suppose that
min{ay, as, ...,an} = ay.
Then we have
G162 + a2a3 + ... + Gp—1an + apa1 < G162 + a2a3 + ... + Ap—10n + Ap—3an <
S CET T aE
i—odd j—even
because in the each term a;a;41,1 =1,2,...,.n—1
and a,_3a, one factor has odd index, other has even index.
Equality occurs, for example, if a; = ay and all other a; =0, ¢ =3,...,n
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Problem 8.15.(Met. Rec).Original setting.

Let S = S(a1,a9,...,an) == >, |a; —a4|.Since |a; — a;] = 0,7 € {1,2,...,n}
1<i<j<n
n n 1 n n
then Y > |a;—aj| =25 <= S=-> > |a; —a;| and, therefore,
i=17=1 p s |
S (a1, as,...,a,) is independent from permutations of (a1, as, ..., an)
and for any real a holds
S(a1+a,as +ay....a, +a) =5 (ar,a9,...,an).
Thus, max {S (a1, az, ...,an) | a1,02,...,a, € Rand |a; —a;| <2,4,5 € {1,2,....,n}} =
max {S (a1,a2,...,a,) |0< a1 <az < ... <a, <2 }.
n

n

Since0 < a1 <az <...<a, <2thenS= > |a,—gqjl= > (aj—a;)=
1<i<j<n 1<i<j<n
n j—1 n—1 n n ) n—1 )
Yoo ai— 3 > oa= (j—laj— X (n—i)a; =
j=2i=1 i=1 j=i+1 j=2 i=1
n—1 n—1
(n=1ap+ > (G—Daj—(n-1ar— 3 (n—i)a; =
j=2 i=2
n—1
(n—=1)(an—a1)+ > (20 —1—n)a,.
i=2
n—1
Ifn=2then Y (2i—1-n)a; =0 and
i=2
1 1
3’25(2—1)(an—a1)§5(2—0):1.
Let n>3.Sincea, —a1 <2—-0=2and2i—1-n>0 < ¢> [g} +1,
nt1-2>1 & i< [g} then
n
n—1 [5]
S=n-1D(a,—a1)+ >, (2i—-1-n)a;—> (n+1—-2i)a; <
(3] =
n—1
2(n—-1)+2 > (2i—1-—n).
(8
Consider now two casels: S _
1. Ifn=2mthen > (2i—1—-n)= > (2i—1-2m)= > (2@—-m)—-1)=
i:[%]Jrl 1=m-+1 i=m-+1

m—1
S (20— 1) = (m —1)? and, therefore, S <2 (2m —1)+2(m —1)* = 2m2.
i=1

n—1 2m—2 2m—2
2. Ifn=2m—1then >, (2i—1-n)= > (2i—-2m)=2 > . (i—m)=
=[5} = o

2

2 > i=(m—2)(m—1) and, therefore,
i=1
S<22m—-2)4+2(m—-2)(m—1)=2m(m—1).

om?2 if n=2m
ThuS’Sg{ 2m(m—1) if n=2m —2
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. n? 2m? if n = 2m n?
Since, {2} = { om (m —1) it n = 2m — 1 then S < {2} .
n2
Noting that S (a1, az,...,an) = {2] for
a1 = az = ... = CL[%] = O,CL[%]Jrl = ... =0ap = 2
2
we conclude that max S (a1, a9, ...,a,) = %

n n n2
Hence, Y > |a; —aj| <2 [} <n?
i=1j=1 2

Problem 8.16 (MR S97as modification)
2
Let t := (z123...x,) " then by AM-GM Inequality
1+ Ty + ... +xp

1= > Yrire...k, — t<1.

) n
Since

2. .2 2 2 2
ritas+ ..tz =1+t .4z, -2 Y mmj=nt-2 > oz
1<i<j<n 1<i<j<n

and by AM-GM Inequality

("1‘) AT

n n(n—1
(”) M 2=<”><Hx7§1> -
1<i<j<n 2/ \i<i<j<n 2) \g=1

V

> T

n 2 —

M I:[lx,? = w then 22 + 23 + ...+ 22 <n? —n(n—1)t and
vizd. 22 (23 + a2+ ... +22) <" (P —n(n-1)1),
Thus suffices to prove

t"(n?—nn-1t)<n <= nt"—(n-1)t"" <1 =

(n—1)t" "t —nt" +1 >0 for any ¢ € [0,1].
Latter inequality holds because

m—1)t" =t 1=n—-1)t"(t—1)—(t"—1) =

=1 (n-—Dt"—(I4+t+..+t" 1)) =1-t)(1+t+..+t" 1 —(n—-1)t") >
A=ttt —(n-1)t")=t""11-¢t) 1+ (n—1)(1—1t) >0.

% Problem 8.17 (W6 J Wildt IMO, 2014)
o0 3
Let S (xn) = nzzjl #ZS%H if series converges and Sy (zn) = oo if it
diverges._ B
Let D; = {an | zy € Dy and S (zn) # oo} .Since D; isn’t empty
(because for for instance if z,, = ¢"~!,n € N, where q € (0,1), we have
oo 3 oo q3(n71) oo q2(n71) 1

n _

nzz:l T + 4$n+1 B n=1 qn_l + 46]" B n=1 1+ 4(] (1 + 4q) (1 - q2)
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then inf {S (xy) | xy € D1} = inf {S(XN) | xn € 51}
Let S := inf {S (xy) | xy € ﬁl} . For any xy € D; we have

g x x3 1 x x3
X = n = —+ —n =
( N) ngl Tn + 4xn+1 1 + 4-7:2 n=2 Tn + 4xn+1
3
s Yn 1 2
+ a2 = +25-5 ,
1+4ay 77 nZ::1 Yo +Ayny1  L+dzs 7 ()
where y,, := Tn+l ,neN.
T2
. ~ S (xn) 1
S eEDI(l=y1>y2>.... >yp, > ...and S = —
ince yny € D1 (1 =91 > 92 y and S (yn) 3 1T 4x2)
1
then S (yn) > S and, therefore, S (xy) > + 238 =
14 4z,
S > 28 = S> .
“ T, T = W+ 4a2) (1—22)
We will find 4 := max h(z), where

z€(0,1)
h(z):=(14+4z) (1 —2?) = —4a® —2? + 4z + 1.
Since b/ (z) = —122% — 2z +4 = —2(3z + 2) (22 — 1) then

1 1 4
pw= max h(z)=nh () = % and, therefore, S (xy) > m =3

z€(0,1) 2
1
Since S (xn) = ———————— forz, =¢" ', n €N, g€ (0,1),
o T - ) .
then for ¢ = 3 we obtain
& a3 1 4

n

S )

% Problem 8.18(SSMJ 5345)

Indeed, |acosx + beosy| < \/a? + b2 + 2abcos (z + y) <>

(acosx 4 beosy)® < a2 + b2 + 2abcos (z +y) <

a? cos? x + b% cos® y + 2abcos w cosy < a® + b? + 2abcos (v +y) <=
0 < a?sin®z + b?sin? y + 2ab (cos (z +y) — coszcosy) <=

0 < (asinz — bsiny)”.

Equality occurs iff asinz — bsiny =0 <= asinx = bsiny.

1 1
Let ¢ := 2 + y,then sinx+siny:f+5:bc+ca =
a

sinz = kbe,siny = kca and siny = sin (¢ — z) <
siny = sinpcosx—cos psinz <= kca = sinpv/1 — k2b2c2—kbccos p <~

(kca + kbecos @) = sin? ¢ — k2022 sin? p <
k2c%a? 4 k2b%c? cos? ¢ + 2abc? cos p = sin? ¢ — k2b2c?sin® ¢ <=

.2
k2¢2 (a2 + b% + 2ab —sin?p > k2= i 4 :
¢ (a® + 5+ 2abcosp) = sin’ c? (a? + b% 4 2abcos )
b? sin? (a+ beos p)?

Hence, cos?z =1 — k2b?c? =1 —

a? + b2 + 2abcos T a2t + 2abcos
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b+ acos 90)2
d 2 =1— k2202 = ( .
and cos®y ca a? + b2 + 2ab cos

. (a + bcos 50)2 (b+ acos @)2
Obviously that < land '
(Obviously tha a2 + b2 + 2abcosp — an a? + b2 + 2abcos ¢

% Problem 8.19.

Solution 1.

Lemma 1.

For any positive real x and any natural n holds inequality

) x”+x”71+...+xgx”+1+1.

n 2

Proof. .

Since (z"17F —1) (¥ —1) > 0,k =1,2,...,nand Y (z"™F 1) (2% - 1) =
k=

1
i (xn—i-l + 1— ,’Ek _ mn-‘rl—k) — i (mn-‘rl + 1) _ i (.’L‘k +$n+1—k> —
k=1 k=1 k=1

n(z" 4+1) =23 2 then n(z"™4+1) -2 2" >0 < ().
Lemma 2. = =

For any positive real z and any natural n holds inequality
2) T el | > (x—!—l)”.
n+1 2

Proof.(Math Induction by n).
For n = 1 inequality (1) obviously holds.
Let n € N. From supposition that (2) right follows

z4+1\""! < "+ Ptz +1l x4+
< 2 > = n+1 2
" it +1l o+l < a1

n+1 2 o n+2

and inequality (1) yields

Indeed,
m+2)(z+1)(z"+2" ' +. . +az+1)<2(n+1)(a" ™ +2"+. . +r+1)

(n+2) (z"™ +22"+ ... +22+1) <2(n+1) (a" T +2"+ .. +z+1) <=

2"+ ..+ x) <n(z"T+1).

1+2+4.. 1
Since by AM-GM Inequality ¥/n! < tatedn nt

n 2
1\" m m=l 4 1 1\™
n! < nt and by (2) notn et > nt then
m—+1 2
m m—1 n mn
n" 4+ n +..+n+1 > n+1 Z(ﬂ!)m-
m+1 2
Solution 2.
Lemma 1.

For any a € [0,1] and n € N holds inequality
B) (1+a)"—(1-a)">2na.
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with equality condition in both inequalities a = 0 or n = 1.
Proof.

By inequality Bernoulli (1 + a)k

> 1j:kaf0ranyk:—1 2,..m—1 we obtain

(1+a)—1:a<(1+a) Lh(l4a)" +(1+a)+1)2

a((L+(n-1)a)+(1+ (n—2
(n —

+
-1
a(n—l—n(n)a):an i 5 " 742 and

1-(1-a)"=a(1-a)" 1)+(1—a) 2t (l—a)+1)>

Thus, we have two inequalities

-1
4) (1+a)">1+na+ %cﬂ and
, -1
B) (1-a)"<1-na+ %a% with @ = 0 or n = 1 as equality
condition

in both inequalitiws.

For any natural n and any a € [0, 1] from inequalities (4) and (5) immedi-
ately

follows inequality (3).

Lemma 2.

For any natural n and any non-negative z and y holds inequality
n n—1 n—1 n n

6) "+ ly Lyl 4y 2<x+y>

n+1 2
Proof.
Due symmetry we can suppose that <y and excluding trivial cases
x =0 and x = y we assume that 0 < z < y.

Then for a := =z holds 0 < a < 1.
y+x

Plugging this @ in inequality (3) we obtain

— n+1 — n+1 —
1+ —(1-2 >o(n+1) LY —
y+z y+z y+zx

2n+1 n __ n
- 22 ) e ST 2<$+y> =
(x+1y) y+z (n+1)(y—x) 2

a2 4+ ly 4+ L ay? T " S z+y\"

n+1 - 2

In particularly, if y = 1 we obtain inequality
) L | > <x+1>”

n+1 2
Since by AM-GM Inequality

WS1+2+...+n:n+1 n!§<n+1>

n 2 2
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m m—1 1 1 m
and by (7) " mil tndt ><”‘2F ) then

m m—1 n mn
n"+n +..+n+1 > n+1 Z(n!)m-
m—+1 2

Problem 8.20(Met. Rec).
Note that (n + 1) cos T ncost>1 =
n+1 n

(n+1)cos T —(n+1)>ncosﬁ—n<:>
n+1 n

n+1 T n+1 n T n
cos — > —cos— — —.
T n+1 T T n
COS T 1 .
let g (x) :== — —.We will prove that g (z) decrease on (0,7/2).
T

x
Let 0 <z <ax+h<m/2

_cos(z+h) 1 COS T
Then g(z+ h) —g(x) = o S
zcos(x+h)— (x+h)cosz+h  x(cos(x+h)—cosz)+h(l—cosx)

1
T

x(x+h) x(x+h)
h h T
—2zsin <x + 2> sin 5 + 2hsin® B} —2z sinzsing + 2h sin? g
< =
x (x+h) z(x+h)
h
4smm<tans1n>
2 2 2 2
— < 0 because
xz(z+h)
> si dt x>x
— > sin — and tan — > —.
2 2 2 2
Si T <7Tth T > (W) =
ince — then —_— —
+1 n g n+1 g n
n+1 ™ n+1 n T n
cos — > —cos — — —.
T n+1 s T now

Finding maximum,minimum and range.

Problem 8.21(82-Met. Rec).
Solution 1. )
22z +1 -1
First note that 63;:2 — 75;—: 3 = Gngi 7x)+ 3 >0 for all real x because
discriminant of quadratic trinomial 622 — 7x + 3 is negative.

—z?+2r—1 (z—1)°
Also note that min ———— % = — _max — _
SONONCTHAL TeR 622 —Tw +3 | weR 622 — Tz +3
— max ﬂ (becauseﬂ—o < z=1and
zeR\ {1} 622 — Tz + 3 622 —Tx+3 N
z — 1)
M > 0 fOI' any x S R\{l})
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Since 622 — 7z +3=6(z —1)> 4+ 5 (z — 1) + 2 then for
1
x € R\ {1}, denoting ¢ := —— We obtain
z —

(z—-1° (z— 1) B 1
602 —Te+3  6(z—1)°+5(@@—1)+2 6+ 5t + 22
and, therefore,
—a? 42z —1 1 B 1

Zrl 622 — Tz +3 120 6+ 5¢+ 262 __n;i(r)l(6+5t+2t2)'
t

Since 6 4 5t + 262 = 2 (¢ + 5/4)* + 23/8 then rfri(r)l (6 — 5t + 2t%) = 23/8.

—2? 422 -1 8 1 5
Thus, I;l;lllG;UQj_i?fH =23 and is reached if 1= 1 — = 5
Solution 2. )
- —2zx+1
Let h =
et h(2) 6x2 — Tz +3

Since Range (h(x)) ={t |t € R and h(z) =t is solvable in x € R}
and 622 — 7z + 3 > 0 for any « € R then
h(z) =t < 2? —2z+1 =1 (62 — Tz +3) <
(1) (6t—1)a? — (Tt—2)x+3t—1=0.
If t = 1/6 then equation (1) becomes — gx - % =0 <= z= f%
So, 1/6 € Range (h(x)).
If ¢ # 1/6 then quadratic equation (1) solvable iff it’s discrimianant
D > 0,that is iff (7t —2)2 —4 (6t — 1) (3t — 1) > 0 <= 8t —23t2 >0 <=
£(23t—8) <0 < t€[0,8/23]\ {1/6}.
Thus, Range (h(z)) = [0,8/23] and, therefore,

min o2 -1 max h (z) 8
— = — —max =——.
z€R 622 — Tz + 3 z€R 23
Problem 8.22 (83-Met. Rec).

Note that

mag%{min{x, 1/y,y+1/x}} =max{t|t >0 and I (x,y > 0)[z,1/y,y + 1/x] > t}.
I’y

Also
>
vt x<_1jt
min {z,1/y,y+1/z} >t < Yy>t t_yl_/x<y —
> =
y+1l/z>t b1z < 1/t

t—1/t<1/z <1/t ,
{ tlfe<y<ije YISt P2 t< V2.

maxt = /2 and attained if 2 = /2,y = 1/v/2.

Problem 8.23(58-Met. Rec.).
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Let remy, (n) be remainder from division n by k. We will prove that

max{remk (n) " ke {172,...,71}} = {”_ 1} .

2

Note that remy (n) =n — k [%] and 7 — [g} " {n -1

2

—1
Also note that suffices to prove inequality remy (n) < [n ]
for any k < [g} .

Indeed, since k > [%

we have remy, (n) =

Let 1§k§[%} then remy, (n) < ”;1] —
ol 5] =
R
2Lt oy
]y e

2
If £ =1 latter inequality becomes {n—;—} <n <= [g} +1<n <

1
1< |:TL<2{> } and obviously holds for any n > 2.
n+ 2k

n n+2k n
<EkE<|—= < —
If2<k< [2} then o =%
k<m
_— 2 .

Thus, for any k € {1,2,...,n} holds inequality remy, (n) <

<n << n+2k<2n —

n—1
2

-1 -1
sincefork::[Z}—&—lwehaven:l-k—&—[nQ ] and [n2 < k then

} and

max remy (n) = [”;1] .

Remark.

Here was used the following properties of [z] (integer part of z):
1l.a<b = [a] <[b].

Proof.

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 121



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

Since [a] < a and @ < b then [a] <b = [a]e{tfteZandt<b} and,

therefore, [a] < max {t it€Zandt < b} = [9]

2 2

1
2. For any n € Z holds identity n = [g} + n—2|— } .
Proof. . o N
If n = 2k then {ZM{"* }[ +[ i

2 .

)

n n+1 [2k +1 [2k + 2
Ifn—2k+1then[§]+ 2 = 2 +_ 5 }—
1
<k+|:2]>+k+1:2k+1.
3. For any « € R and n € N holds identity {[nx]]:{;ﬂ

Proof.

x x

pi= [f] thenp< — <p+1 <<= np<z<np+n.
n n

Sincenpe{tfteZandth} thennp§[x]:max{tftEZandth}

and we have np < [z] <z <np+n =
x x
np§[x]<np+n<=>p§”<p+1<:>{H]:p.
n n
Problem 8.24
Note that F (z,y,z) = max {|cosz | + |cos2y|, |cosy |+ |cos2z|, |cosz |+ |cos2z|} >
(lcosz | + |cos2y|) + (Jcosy | + |cos2z|) + (|cos z | + |cos2z|)

3
(lcosx | + |cos2z|) 4+ (|cosy | + |cos2y|) + (|cosz |+ |cos2z|) - M+M+M
3 - 3

where M = mfin (|cost | + |cos 2t|) = |costy | + |cos2ty| for some o,

So, F (x,y,z)l > M for all real z,y,z and min F'(z,y,2) = M because

T,y,z
F (to,to,t0) = M and for solving our problem we need to find
mtin (lcost | + |cos 2t]) .

Denote u := |cost |, then u € [0,1] and [cost | + |cos2t| = u + [2u? — 1].

There are many ways to find m[in] (u + |2u2 — 1|) , but I prefer the
u€e(0,1

following way:

u+|2u2—1|:u—|— because

u—1’|2u+\/§’>u+ u—l‘>1
V2 - V2| T V2
2u++/2 > /2 > 1 and for arbitrary real a, b inequality a+|a — b| > b holds.

Let’s compare this way with a traditional way:
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1
2u2—1 for = <u<1
2 _ 2
2u? 1| = Vil

1 — 2u? f0r0<u<—

g

Therefore m[g)nl] (u + ‘2u2 — 1’) = min {minl (2u2 +u — 1) ,min o (1 +u — 2u2)}
ue|0,

1 1
1. Let — < u <1, then 2u? + u — 1 increases on {, 1} because
i v !

z-coordinate of parabola’s vertex is less than 0 and, therefore,

min1 (2u2+u—1):2.<1> +L_1:L,

V2 V2 V2
1 1 1
2. Let0 <u < —, thenmin o (1+u —2u?) = min{l, } = —, because
SUs 2 ( ) Vo3 )
1
function 1 +u — 2u? have only local maximum 1 on the segment {0 \f}
So minimum can be obtained on the boundaries of the segment.
Problem 8.25 (M1067 Kvant)
Solution 1. .
First we will find numbers p, g such that T >pr+q <—
1
x> (pr+q) (1 — xz) for any positive x with equality for x = 7
1 1
Let h(z) :=z — (px + 1—m2.Weclaimh(>=h’ — ) =0.
(2) =2~ (pz+q) (1 - 22) Vi 7
The ehaeh(1> 0 — — <p+)<1 1><:>
n we havi — | = — = £ _z
V3 37\ U3
1 P 2 V3 p
—=("=+q): = T="F+¢
V3 <\@ q) 3 2~ v3 !
h’<1>—0<:>1— 1 1) 21(p+><:>
\/g p 3 3 \/g q
2p 1 V3 2p V3 3
l=—-2-——F 2=— <= p=3 = —=— — q=
3 /3 2 3 P 2 3t ¢
_V3
V3 1 1Y)’
Andthenm—<3x—2 (1—x2)—3< +2\/§)<x—\/§) .
So, x > 3r — @ for any = > 0 and, therefore,
1— a2 2

> Z(x—?)—?)(x—i-y—i-z)—g\[

5 =
cyc 1 z cyc 2

Since (w+y+z)223(xy+yz+zx)—3 = r+y+z>V3

3V3 3 3v3
then3(x+y+z)—7\[>3\f \f \2[

Solution 2.
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Since z,y,z € (0,1) then Y3 ——— =7 > a?*~1 = 37 Y a1
cyc 1—-=z cyc k=1 k=1 cyc
and by PM-AM Inequality

2k—1
1 2k—1 rTrTyT=z 2k—1 (.’IJ yrz
— > —= <= > - 7
we have ngcx ( CEyCZE 20k—1) .

Also we have (m+y+z)223(my+yz—|—zx):3 = z4+y+z>3.
2k—1
(V3) _3V3

)21@71

Then Y x2k~1 > and, therefore,

e 32(k—=1) 3k
x % 3v/3 1/3 3V3
> — = . = —,
C%:cl—ﬁ—k; 3k 3V3 1-1/3 2
Solution 3. 1
Let h(z) = ———.Since h/ (z) = + >0 and
W= ) (1-2° (1+a)?
2 2 4 - (2% + 3
W (z) = - o= (;” )3>0f0rm€(0,1)
(1—x) (1+x) (1-2)(x+1)

then h (x) is concave up and increasing on (0,1).
Hence, by Jensen’s Inequality
hz) +hiy) +h(z) <x+y+z)
3 - 3
Since (x +y+2)° >3 (zy+yz+20) =3 < xv+y+2>+/3and
h(x) increasing on (0,1) then
h <9c—|—g3/—|—z> >h f) = ? and, therefore, h (z)+h (y)+h (z) >

2

w
[\DS
w

Solution 4. ,

2
) P T (x+y+2)
By Cauchy Inequalit = > =
Y yned yczyjcl—x2 c%:cx—x3_m+y+z—(m3+y3+z3)
Since (z 4y +2)° > 3(zy+yz+22) =3 < z+y+2>+3and
(x+y+z)3>m+y+z x3+y3+z3>1

3.4 .31 ,3
>4y’ + 20> > 3 then PR, Z3
and (z+y+2)° _ o rtytez V3 :3\/3-
r+y+z— (23 +y3+29%) 1_x3+y3+z3 _1_1 2
THy+ 2 3

wProblem 8.26**
1 1

1
Let n = 3. We have + + =1 <
1+$1 ].-|—(L'2 1+£Cg

3+2(l‘1 + T2 +$3)+$1$2+$2l‘3 +x3r1 =1421+22+23+T122 +T2T3+
T3T1 + T1X2x3 <= 24+ 1 + To + T3 = T1T2T3.
Since x1 + 29 + x3 > 3 x1Tox3 then x1xox3 > 2 4+ 3 3/x1T003 <—>

(,B/xlxgzrg — 2) (é/zlxgxg + 1)2 >0 <=
Yr1Tox3 — 22> 0 <= z1T273 > 23,
Or, by another way:

. 1 N 1 N 1 ) 1 N 1 T3
mce = <~ =
1+£E1 1+ZE2 1+£E3 1+$1 1+1E2 1+l‘3
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1 1 1 1 2(1
14z 142 l+ar T+ze /(1 +21) (1+22)
2 (1 2(1
Similarly we obtain zo > (L+25) , L1 > (L+21) .
V(I +3) (1 +a1) V(1 + o) (1 +x3)
Hence,
23 (1+1’1) (1+1’2) (1+1’3) 723

T1X223 =

VA F @) (T4 a3) - /(1T+x3) (L+z1) - /(1 +21) (1 + 22)
Using idea of this way we can prove general case.
We have for any k =1, 2 ey T

n 1 1 LU |
> =1 < Z =Tk Jrack::z:k.
i—1 1+ ik Lt @i 1+ oy i=Lizk L+ Ti
Then by AM-GM Inequality
noo1 1
2y = +-’L'k2(n_1) L + i
=12k 1+ i=1,izk 1+
—1)(1
ag > (n ) (1+ ) , k=1,2,...n
VI I G 2)
i=1,ik
Let P:= [] (1 +=). Since [] (14z)= then
h=1 i=1,ik 1+
n n pP"
IT II (+x)=————=P" ! and, therefore,
k=1i=1,i%k I (1 + )
k=1
" - 1 1+ xp n
H Tl*]. 1+J’Jk) (n ) kl;ll( mk) (77,*1) P ( 1)77,
= - —(n—
Y n Pt
=t I (1+a,) "\1/1_[ I (L+a)
i=1,i#k k=1i=1i#k

9. Invariants.
Problem 9.1(65-Met. Rec.).

a
a) If in initial fraction — parity of numerator and denominator is different

then parity of numerator and denominator of the fraction after transformations

% — aT_b, L—i—b, é remains different as well.
a
Hence, starting with fraction 1/2 and using such transformation
the fraction 67/91 can’t be obtained.
b) By the same reason as in a) can’t be obtained the pair (5/6,9/11).

c) Note that number S (a, b, c) = a® 4+ b? + ¢? is invariant of allowed trans-

b a—>b
formations. Indeed, let (a,b,c) be transformed to (H, a,c) then

V2 V2
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a+b a—"b a+b\?2 (a—b>2
S\~ 7= + e =a24+b2+c% = S (a,b,c).
(\/Q V2 C) <\/§> 1\/1§ c=a c (a,b,c)
SinceS((Q,ﬁ,l/\/i)):44_2_,_5:?3 and

S(1L,vV2,vV2-1)=1424+3-2V/2=6-2V2
then to obtain the triple (1, V2,2 — 1) isn’t possible..

Problem 9.2(66-Met. Rec.).

Let a triple (a, b, c) of non-negative integer numbers represent

state of population of chameleons on Rainbow Island, namely

a,b, and c—are numbers of red, green and yellow chameleons,

respectively. Then (ag, bo,co) = (13,15,17) is initial population

of chameleons, (a,b,c) is a current population.

Let (as,bys,cy) be prospective final population of chameleons,

that is (ay, by, cr) = (15,15,15).

Meeting of 2 chameleons of different colors we will call

productive meeting.

Let T; (a,b,¢) ,i = 1,2,3 be population after productive meeting

of chameleons from population (a,b,c).

Possible three kind of transformation of (a,b,c) : .

Ty (a,b,c) =(a—1,b—1,¢+2) or Tr (a,b,c) = (a—1,b+2,c— 1) or

T3 (a,b,c) = (a+2,b—1,c—1).

We will consider states of chameleon’s populations by modulo 3.

Note that (ag,bo,co) = (1,0, —1) (mod 3) and

T; (a,b,¢) = (a—1,b—1,¢— 1) (mod3),i=1,2,3.

Let (a;,b;,¢;) = T; (a,b,¢),i=1,2,3.

Since a; +b; + ¢; = a+ b+ ¢ (mod 3) then remg (a + b+ ¢) is invariant

of transformations 73,7 = 1,2, 3.But this invariant isn’t sensitive

enough because rems (ag + by + ¢o) = 0 and

remg (ay + by + c5) = 0 as well (coincidence of initial and final

states doesn’t mean that initial state can be somehow transformed

by T;,¢ =1,2,3 to the final state).

Thus and so we will consider only states of chameleon’s population

which satisfy a + b+ ¢ =0 (mod 3).

Then a2 + b2+ =(a—1)°+(b—1)>+ (c—1)* =

a2+ +c?—2(a+b+c)+3=a®+b%+ c? (mod3)

and this new invariant is sensitive because

ag + b + g = (12 + 02 + 22) (mod 3) = 2 (mod 3) but

a? + b?c + cfr =0(mod3).

Another simple invariant R (a,b,c) = {rems(z) |z € {a,b,c}} (set of re-
mainders)

is better.

Indeed, since R (a;,b;,¢;) = {remg(z —1) |z € {a,b,c}} = R(a,b,c) and

R (ao, bo, co) = {0,1,2} # R (ag, bo, co) = {0} .
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k1

So, prospective final population of chameleons is impossible.
Analysis.

Invariants can help in the proof that some final state of the system
can’t be reached by admissible transformations from given initial
state if value of invariant for both are different.

But in case of their coincidence the question remains open.

In some such problem possible use linear model for representation
state of the system as, for example, in the recent problem, and then
we can get answer not only for richness of the final state, but also
how to get this state using admissible transformations.

Suppose that we apply k; transformation of kind 73,7 =1,2,3

to initial state (ao, bo,co) to obtain final state (ay,by, cy) ,that is
(CI,f7 b, Cf) = (ag, bo,co)+k1 (=1, —-1,2)+k2 (—1,2,-1)+k3 (2,-1,—-1) <—

—]411—]€2—|—2]€3=(1f—a,0 —k1 — ko + 2ks = -2
—k1+2k2—k3:bf—b0 <~ —k1 4+ 2ky — k3 =0
2]€171€271€3:Cf700 2k717k727]€3:2

Easy to see that latter system have no solutions in integers.
Indeed, 2k — ko — k3 — (—kl + 2ky — kg) =2 = 3(]€1 — kz) =2
and that impossible.

Let p:=af —aop,q:=by — by, 7 :=c5 — cp.

For which, p, g, the system has nonnegative integer solution.
First claim is obvious: p+q+ 7 = 0.

7k17k2+2k3:p {k1k2+2k3—p

Then ¢ —k1 +2k — k3 =¢q¢ <+ —k1 4+ 2ky — ks =¢q

2k‘1 — k‘g — k‘g =T
{—k2+2k3=p+k1 {3k2=p+2q+3k1
2k2—k3=q+k1 3k3:2p+q+3k:1
So, claim number two: p = ¢ (mod 3) .
If p =g (mod3) and p+ g+ r = 0 then for big enough non-negative integer

—

we obtain nonnegative integer ko and k3.
Apply represented above idea for solving the following training

Problem 9.3.
For solving this problem we will use represented above idea.
Suppose that we apply k; € NU{0} transformation of kind T;,i = 1,2, 3,4
to initial state (13,17) to obtain final state (37,43).
Then correspondent Linear Model of this problem is:
(37, 43) = (13, 17) + Ky (2, —1) + ko (1, 2) + k3 (—2, 1) + kg (—1, —2) <~
{ 2k1 + ko — 2k3 — ky =37 —13 — 2k1 + ko — 2k3 — kg = 24
—k1 4+ 2ko + k3 — 2ky = 43 — 17 —k1 4+ 2ky + k3 — 2ky =26
Since 2kq + ko —2k3—]€4+2(—k1+2k2+k3—2]€4) =24+2-26 <
5 (ko — k4) = 76 then system have no integer solutions and, therefore, final

state

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 127



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

of balls in the box isn’t possible.

10. Miscellaneous problems.

Problem 10.1(1-Met. Rec.)
Let x; be amount of mushrooms from the forest brought by i — th pupil.
Since no two of them have not brought equally mushrooms we can
assume that xq1 > zo > ... > x3.
According to the condition of the problem x; + z2 + ... + xg = 60. Thus,
(1) 1+ 29+ ... + x5 =60
1<x <a9 <. < T8+
and we will prove that g + 7 + ¢ > 1 + T2 + ... + 5 <—
2(xs+ a7+ a6) > 21+ 22+ ... + 15 =
2 (zg + z7 + 26) > 60 < x5+ x7 + x6 > 30.
Further we will consider four variants of proving this inequality.
Let p:=axg+2x74+26,q: =21 +22+ ... + 5 and t := xg.
Sincep>t+t+1+t+2=3t+3 and
q>1424+3+4+5=15then p=60—¢g < 60— 15=45. Also note that
¢g<t—1+t—-24t—-34+t—-44+t—-5=51—-15 <=
60 —p <b5t—15 < 75— 5t <p.
Hence, { ;);jé))tggz; < max{3t+3,75 -5t} <p
and we have to prove that p > 30.
Using these notations we will consider following three variants
of proving inequality p > 30.

Variant 1. 3 -

Since 3t+3<p <= t<P "2 and 75 -5t <p 5p§t
™ —p p—3 . w—-—p p—3

th <t< 1d <— =

en 5p _p < 5 vields ——= < —

15+1§§+3 < 1516 <8p «— 30 < p.

Remark.

Numbers 3, 8,60 in the problem so well matched, that p which provide

solvability of inequality Bop <t< p=3 int € R automatically

provide solvability of this inequality in t € N.
5 —p p—3
<t < =

Rigorously, for integer ¢ must be

3
H—p+4 p—3 9 —p p
— | <t < | =/ <t < |=| — >
[ 5 ]_t_[ 3}@[ 5 ]—t—[g} landfort>1

we obtain max{[m;p] ,1} <t< [g} —1.

Criteria solvability of latter inequality in ¢ € Nis [79 — p] 3 p =
<[2]-1
— 13

5
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6<p
(2) v-p <[2]_1 :
5 - L3
Mt{m_p}—n — @zﬁ?g—p§5n+4ﬂmnn+1g[g —
n+3<p
and, therefore,
6<p 6<p
(2) = In+3<p = In+3<p =
m<T79—p<bn-+4 H—-—n<p<T79—>in
max {6,3n+ 3,75 —5n} <p <79 —5n max {6,3n+ 3,75 —5n} <p <79 —5n
6 <79 —5n <= bn < 73 =
3n+3<79—5n 8n < 76
max {6,3n + 3,75 —5n} <p <79 —5n 75 —5n<p<79-5n
<
n<9 n<9

because
75 —5n >6and 75 —5n > 3n+ 3 for n < 9.
Hence, minp = m<igl (75 — 5n) = 30.

Variant 2.
To solve problem suffice to prove that max {3t + 3,75 — 5t} > 30,
for any natural ¢.

. 3t+3>30 t>9
Since max {3t + 3,75 — 5t} > 30 < 75— 5t > 30 [9275
then inequality max {3t + 3,75 — 5t} > 30 holds for any natural ¢.
Variant 3.

Let ¢ (t) := max {3t + 3,75 — 5t} ..Since 3t + 3 > 75 — 5t <= ¢ > 9 then

. [ 3t+3ift>9 . - . B
Iglégg@(t)—{ 75 Btift <9 and, therefore, Itrélélga(t)—mln{rgggw(t),rtrgél@(t)}—

min {Itnég (75 — 5t) ,rtr1>i{)1 (3t + 3)} = min {30, 30} = 30.Hence, 30 < p.

Variant 4.
Let t1 :=xand t; :=2; — x;_1,1 = 2,3,...,8. Then
X :tl,xi :tl +t2++t“7,:2,,8
where tq,t9,...,ts € N and 21 + 29 + ... + x5 = 60 <—
8t1 + Tty + 6t3 + Dty + 4ts + 3tg + 2t7 + tg = 60 <—
4(.731—|—$2)+3t2+6t3+5t4+4t5+3t6+2t7+t8 =60 <—
60 — (3t2 + 6t3 + 5t4 + 4ts + 3t + 2t7 + tg)

T+ xo = 1

60—3-1+6-1+5-14+4-1+3-14+2-1+1
o1+ @y < ( + + 2— + + + ):9.
‘We have

178+1‘7+l’6 — ($1+LE2 +LE3+{E4+I5) :t8+2t7+3(t6+t5+...+t1)7
(ts 4 2ty + 3ts + 4ty + Bt1) = tg + 27 + 3tg + 245 + ty — to — 2ty =

(ts + 2t7 + 3tg + 2t5 + t4) — (21 +x2) >(14+2434+24+1)-9=0
Variant 5. (Combinatorial solution).

Assume that there are no three pupils, whose collect amount of mushrooms
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not less than the other five pupils. That is for any 1 <i < j < k <8 holds
inequality
x; + xj + x5, < 30. Summing all these inequalities we obtain

8 8
(1 + 22+ ... +x3) (2> <30(3> <= 60-28<30-56 <= 1< 1 thatis

contradiction.

Analysis of solutions.

Of course, the solution of the original problem is not exhausted by the above
variants. There are very "childish" solutions in which long and unconvinc-
ing verbal periods are designed to replace the missing algebraic technique with
branched logic.And the latter in such cases is not less (if not larger) stone of
a stumbling block.But the choice for the given variants of the solution fell also
because they represent some technique, the scope and utility of which is by no
means confined to this problem.

Here the following ideas and techniques are involved:

1. = here D =D, UD
max f (z) = max § max f (z), max f (fc)} , where 1UDy
(Similarly for min f (z)).
zeD
2. Lover and upper bounds and attainable lover and upper bounds as
minimum and maximum, respectively.
3. Reduction of extremal problems to parametrical (finding range of
parameter which provides solvability of systems of inequalities).
4. Solving inequalities with integer parts.

5. Reduction a problem with dependent variables to the problem with
independent variables.

Problem 10.2(2-Met. Rec.)

Let n is number of baskets and x; is number of apples in i-th basket,
i =1,2,...,n numbered so that 1 > x5 > ... > z,, > 1.

Suppose that the required situation is attainable that is remains k&
baskets and in k-th basket it is as many apples that if from i-th
basket to throw ¢; apples, i = 1,2, ..., k then

{E1—(51 :mQ_(SQ:...:fL'k_(Sk and

1 — 01+ 22 — 0o+ ...+ 2 — O :k(xk—ék) > 100 = kxj > 100.
Suppose now that there is k such that kx; > 100.

Then for 6; := x; — g, i =1,2,....k — 1 and J := 0 we obtain

Ty — 51 = fﬂk,i = 1,2, 7]6

Therefore, x1 — 01 + x2 — 02 + ... + xx — d = kxp > 100.

Thus, existance of such k that kxy > 100 is sufficient and

necessity condition which provides claims of the problem

. We will prove that there is k for which kz; > 100.

Assume contrary that kzp < 100 for any k£ =1,2,...,n.

1
Then in particular 1 < z,, < E — n <100 <= n <99 and
n
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1 1 1
2000 = ey, <100 (14244 —
000=z1+z2+ ... +2, < OO<+2+3+ +99>:>

1 1 1
20<1+§+§+...+®.
But1+1+1+...+1<1+1+1+1+1+1+(1+1+...+1)<
2 3 99 2 3 4 5 6 T 7
% + % -98 < 17 and that is contradiction.
Analysis.
More precise estimation of the sum 1—|—%+%+...+i9<6give the

opportunity to solve the problem for common number of apples that not
less then 600.

Problem 10.3(3-Met. Rec.)

Note that 3° = 1 (mod 10) , 3! = 3 (mod 10) , 3% = 9 (mod 10) , 33 = 7 (mod 10) ,

3* = 1 (mod 10) and so on...Let n = 4k + r,where r = 0,1,2,3,4.

Then for r =0, 1,2, 3,4 the unite digit will be 1, 3,9, 7 respectively.

To prove that digit of tens in 3" is even number suffices to prove that

3™ —r10(3™) divisible by 20. ( 7 (a) is remainder from division a by b).
3% 1 (ifr =0)

3HFL 3 (ifr =1)

3H+2 9 (if r = 2)

343 7 (if r = 3)

We have 3™ — g (3") =

Note, that 3% —1 = (39)" — 1131 —1 — 3% _ 1920, 3%+ _3—
3(3% —1) 120

and 3%+2 —9 =9 (3% — 1) : 20.
Since 33 —7 = 3%%+3 _27 (mod 20) = 27 (3** — 1) (mod 20) = 0 (mod 20) .

Problem 10.4(7-Met. Rec.)

Formulation of the problem egivalent to the following:

Does it exist a natural number n such that [10% {\/n}] = 198519867

Since [10% {\/n}] = 19851986 <= 19851986 < 10° {/n} < 19851987 <=

19851986 19851987
———— < {V/n}< T(19851986 # 108 {y/n} because /n

108
either integer or irrational).
. 19851986 19851987 . .
In the notation « := B = latter inequality becomes

108 108
a<{yn} <p and probl%m’s question cgn be formulated more general:
Let (a,8) C (0,1) be any interval. Does it exist a natural number n such

that a<{y/n}<pB?
It turns that unswer on this general question is positive and, in particular,
positive for the original problem.
Indeed, denoting p := [\/n] we obtain

(©1985-2018 Arkady Alt 131



Math Olympiads Training- Problems and solutions.

a<{ynt<B <= a<yn—-p<pB <= (a+p)°’<n<(B+p)°.
And now the question arises:
When interval (a,b) contain an integer with guarantee?
The answer is quite simple:
If b — a > 1 then there is integer n that a < n < b.
Indeed, since a<[a]+1<a+1<bthenn=1[a]+1¢€ (a,b).
(Of course condition b —a > 1 is only sufficient because
for example 0.9 < 1 < 1.01).
Coming back to inequality (a4 p)®> < n < (8 +p)® we claim

— (82— a2
(B+p)’~(a+p)’>1 <= P (F-a)>1-(5" -~ 0?) = P>12((§_a))

Let p be any natural number satisfying latter inequality then interval
((a + p)2 , (B +p)2) contain at least one natural n, that is there are p,n

natural such that a+p < /n < B8+p < a < /n—p < 3 and since
p<a+pf+p<p+lthenp</n<p+1 < [/n]=p.

Thus, a < {\/n} < 8, Q.E.D.

Remark.

This problem can be solved by another way, but preference was given
to represented solution because it clarify deep roots of original problem
and allow solve the more general problem, introduce to wery useful
technics and facts, leads to important concept of "dense set".

We say that proper subset D C (0,1) dence in (0,1) ff for any

(o, B) C (0,1) there is d € D such that d € («, ) ,or by the other words
if DN (e, B) # @ for any (o, 8) C (0,1).

As a training exercise proposed the following

Problem.
Prove for any real numbers o < 3 there are n,m € N such that
a< n—m<pB.

Problem 10.5(12-Met. Rec.)
Solution 1.

Let P (z) := az? + bz + c.Note that

PO)=c P(2/3)= 4 2 o= 1T 0H

9
1 4 b 2(2 3b
and 2P (0) + P (23) = & 4 2ot 00+ 9 2(2at3b+6e)
3 1 3 9 9
So, P(2/3) = —gP (0) .If P(0) then P(2/3) =0 as well and 2/3 € (0,1);
If P(0) # 0 then P (0)- P(2/3) <0 and, therefore, due continuity of P (x)
equation P (x) = 0 has solution in (0,2/3) C (0,1).

2(2
Or, since P (1)+3P (1/3) = a+b+c+3 (“ Loy c> _ 2(2a+3b+6c)

=0.

=0
9 3 3

then P (1/3) = 0 or we have solution between 1/3 and 1.
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(But of course this does not mean that on (0,1) we have two roots because
(0,2/3)N(1/3,1) # @ and root can be the same).

Solution 2.

az®  ba? I : .

Let F' (z) := S + - + cx be primitive function for P (x) that is
b 2 3b+6

F'(x)=P(x). SinceF(l):%—l—i—&—c: zat 3 be =0=F(0)

then by Roll’s Theorem there is a point 2 € (0,1) such that
F/({Eo) =0 << P(.To) = 0.

Remark. Easy to prove that 2a + 3b + 6¢ = 0 imply existence of root of
P(x).
. 2a
Indeed, since b = -3~ 2c¢ then

2 ? da? — 12 21972 (20 — 3¢)
b2—4ac:<_a_26> Cdge = 24 ac+ 9c” + 27c (2a — 3c) N

9 9
3¢ >0 ,
2a -3
because M+302:O = c¢=0,a=0buta#0.
Problem 10.6 (13-Met. Rec.)
a(da+2b+c) <0 < 4a®>+2ab+ac <0 <> 16a® + 8ab < —dac <

16a” + 8ab + b* < b — dac < (4a+b)2<b2—4ac = b —4dac > 0.

Problem 10.7(Met. Rec.)

For convenience, we write the function f (z) given in the problem
in the form f(z) =11 (z) 2 (2)...1, (x),

x—2i+1 1
- 4. = 1 a0 ?
T — 24 T —2
Note that domain of f (z) is D (f) = R\ {2,4,...,2n}, where function
f (z) is differentiable.
(@)

For any = € D (f) we have f' (z) = f () ééz (z)

! = 1
F@)==1@ L ey —air o
Consider now two cases:
1. If 2 < 1 or x > 2n then f () > 0 and
(x—20)(x—2i+1)>0,i=1,2,...,n .Hence, ' (z) <0;
2. Let z € (2k —1,2k) ,k=1,2,..,n.
Since 0> (z — 2k) (z — 2k +1) = (z — 2k +1/2)* —1/4 > —1/4
then @ =2 (; okt 1) < —4 with equality for x = 2k — 1/2.
From the other hand since z € (2k — 1,2k) then
x—2i>2k—1-2i=2(k—1i)—1>0 for i < k and, therefore,
(x—20)(x—2i+1)>2k—1-20)2k—1-2i+1)=2(k—9) (2(k—1) — 1)

where [; (z) :=

1
.Si l = — th
Since I} (z) Y en
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1 1
@—20)(@—2i+1) 2(-)2h-9)-1)
Similarly, for ¢ > k we have

(x—20)(x—2i+1)=(2i—2)(2i—x—1)>(2%i—2k) (2 —2k—1)=2(—k)(2(i—k)—1) >0

1 1

G2 (e—2i+1) “26-RMQi-k -1
Hence, if £ > 1 then

and, therefore,

1 1 1 2k—1 1

k—1 — _
S GTIeTETD < L IGIeETD - ST < & 5 <!

and for k = 1 by definition of Summation Operator we have

k—1 1
> . . =
= (x—20)(x—2i+1)
S ) ! f k
1 =1,2,..
0, anyway Z; @—2)@—2i+1) < 1 for any ,2,...m

Similarly, - - < - - =
yi:%l(m—Qz)(x—Qz—&-l) i:%12(z—k)(2(z—k)—1)

Loty : LN T S
23745 T 2n-KCnm-k-1) 1-2 2.3 "T@n-12m ™
L 1
If k = n then by definition =0

L 1
Th 1 -4 +1=-2
R N e e ) S
Since Iy, () < 0 and I; (x) > 0,4 # k for x € (2k — 1,2k) then f (z) < 0 and,

n 1
therefore, f'(z)=— f(z) ; (x—2i0)(x —2i+1) <

Analysis.
Another way of solving this problem give opportunity to set and
solve the
following generalization of the problem (SSMJ #5376).
Let aq,as9,...,a,,b1,bs, ..., b, be positive real numbers such that
(I — bl) (.Z‘ — b2) (CC — bn)

b1<a1<b2<a2<....<an_1<b”<an.LetF(x)::(x 0) (@ —a2) (@ =)’
— a1 —az)...(x —ay

Prove that F’ (z) < 0 for any € Dom (F)

Solution.

Lemma.

F (z) can be represented in form
F(z)=1+ Z

=1 Tr — ak
where ¢, k=1, 2 ...,m are some positive real numbers.
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Proof. , . b

Let Fy, (z) := (= b1) (z —b2) ... (x — by)

(z—a1) (x —az)...(x — ax)

We will prove by Math. Induction that for any k < m there are positive
numbers

ck(i),i:1,...,k‘suchthatFk()—1+Z % (1)

,k<n

11776%
Let di, :==ar — b, >0,k =1,2,....,n.
-b — -b d
NotethatFl(x):x e Loy ——
Tr — ap r — ap xr — ap
—b d k
Since —— R+l _ 4 DL then in supposition Fy, (z )71+Z (V)
T — k41 T — Qk+1 1$—az

where ¢, (i) > 0,1 =1,...,k < n we obtain

Fk+1(x)=Fk(33)'x_lM_<1+z ()><1+dk+1):

T — Ak+1 i=1 & a T — Ak+1
d ke (3 k di41C d ke (3
lp_ 1 K (1) 3 k+1Ck (1) oy e k(1)
T—apt1 =1r—a; = (0 - a) (T — agy) T— gy ST a

ko diiick (4 1 1 d ko e (4
Ek-ﬁ-lk()( N >=1+ k41 <1+Z K (4) )+
i=1 Ak+1 — G5 \T — G4 T — k41 T — k41 i=1 AQk+1 — @4
koep (3 d dii1Fy (a Eoep(i) b —a
$ k()<1 k1 >1+ k1 k(k+1)Jrz k() O —ai
i=1 L — G4 Qg4+1 — G T — Q41 i=1 L — Qi Qg1 — G4
Since Fy (ag+1) > 0 and bg11 — a; = (b1 — ax) + (ax — a;) > 0 then

(brt1 — ag) cx (@)

Cl+1 (k + 1) = di4+1Fk (ak+1) >0, Ckt1 (Z) = >0,i=1,2,...,k

Q1 — G4
k+1
and Fii1 (z )—1+ZC;+_1£).
Since F (z )—1—|—Z and ¢ >0,k =1,2,...,n then
—1 T — Qg
n Ck

Fla)=-3
k=1 (x — ay

Problem 10.8(20-Met. Rec.)

We will say that therms of the sequence a;,,a;,, ..., a;, arranged in

numerical order of i; < iz < ... < i form the upper ladder (form the

lower ladder) for a,, if holds two conditions:

1. ’ik =m

2. Gy > iy, > > (0 <ai, << agy).

Wherein, k called "the height of the ladder".

Obvious that for any term of the sequence set of correspondent

upper ladders (lower ladders) isn’t empty. And besides, for any term of

the sequence the height of its ladder bound by the number n? + 1.

Thus, for any term a,, of the sequence defined pair of nonnegative

integer numbers (P, ¢m) which, respectively, are the highest lower

5 <0 for any = € Dom (F) = R\ {a1,az,...,an} .
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ladder and the highest upper ladder for a.,.

Note that if my # mao then (Pm,, Gm,) # Pmas Gms) -

Indeed, WLOG assume that m; < ma. If ay,, < am, then pp, > pmy +1;
If Gy > Qm, then ¢, > gm, + 1.S0, we have exactly n? + 1 different pairs.
So, our problem can be formulated as follows:

Prove, that among n? + 1 numbers ay, as, ..., a2, a,24; there is at least
one such that its ladder (no mettter upper or lower) has heigth not

less then n + 1.

Assume contrary, that is for any m € {1,2,...,n* + 1} the heigth of any
ladder for a,, does not exceed n.Then p,,, ¢m € {1,2,...,n} and, therefore,
total amount of pairs (py,, ¢m) does not exceed n?.That is the contradiction.

Problem 10.9(22-Met. Rec.)

m 1
First note that for m =1 inequality /7 — — > — becomes
n

11 9 mn
VTi—=2>2 — V71> =

n._mn n
and obviously holds for any natural n.
We will prove that for any natural n,m such that m <7
n
and m > 2 holds Tn?2 — m? > 3. )
Since Tn2 —m2 =3 forn=1and m =2 and 3 < /7 then
suffice to prove that equations Tn? —m? =1,7% —m? =2
have no solutions in natural n,m such that m <A\/T.
n
Indeed,
m?—m?=1 = m?=—-1(mod7), ™?*-m?=2 = m?=5(mod7).
But for any integer m holds m? = 0,1,4,2 (mod 7).
Now we ready to complete the solution.

1 1
Sufﬁcetonotethat\ﬁ—ﬂ>— = n/T—-m>— —
n mn m

1 1
nT>m+— = m?>m?4+2+ = —
mn 1 mn 1
7n2—m2>2+—2and7n2—m223>2—|——2.
m m
By the way was proved that
max{m2—7n2|m,n€Nandm<\ﬁ}:—?).
n

Problem 10.10(39-Met. Rec.)
This problem has the following Interpretation:

6 7
Provethatmin{q|quandH(peN) [13<p<15}}:28.
q

Note that for any fraction %, 2 such that % < 2 holds inequality
a a+c c
b btd - d

Also note that if bc —ad =1 then %, g both irreducible and since
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a+c
b+d

(b+d)c—(a+c)d=bc—ad=1 then
In our problem 7-13 —-15-6 = 1.

We generalize original problem in form of the following

Theorem. a ¢

Let — and - be two positive fraction such that — < = and bc — ad = 1.

1s irreducible as well!

Thenmin{qquandH(peN) [Z <2< CCJ} =b+d.

q
Proof.
First note that ¢c(b+d) —d(a+c¢)=b(a+c¢)—a(b+d) =bc—ad=1.
Assume that there is a fraction g such that % < g < 2 and with ¢ < b+d.
p

Sinceg<f = pb—aq>0 <= pb—ag >1 and
q

b
§<§ = qc—pd>0 < qc—pd>1

then d (pb — aq)+b (qc — pd) > b+d <= q(bc — ad) > b+d < q > b+d.
Thus, we obtain the contradiction ¢ < b+ d < b+ d which complete the

proof.l

Also we can see that for any fraction P such that % < L < g and bc—ad =1
q

holdsg>b+dand p>a+c (c(pb—aq)+a(gc—pd) > a+c <
plbc—ad) >a+c < p>a+c).
Let

b+ d be fraction with minimal denumerator b+ d such that
e P _°
b b+d d
Assume that p > a+c. Since 0 < c(b+d) —pd <= 1 < ¢ (b+ d)— pd then

1<c(b+d)—pd<c(b+d)—(a+c)d=bc—ad=1 that is contradiction.
Therefore, p = a+c and fraction with minimal denumerator defined uniquely

and equal to ZT—’—;.
Remark. 0 ¢ a0 ¢
In the case 0 < 77 such that — < = and bc — ad # 1 the way of

finding of "internal" fraction with minimal denumerator isn’t works.

Problem 10.11.
So, problem is:

Find all solution of equation
n

(1) mmmsTn =Y mi+ >, xxi+ Y T TaF . AT To. Ty =
i=1 1<i<j<n 1<i<j<k<n

10" Yoy + 10" 200+ . + 10z 1+ 2y + 1= (1 +21) (1 4+ 22) ... (1 +2,,),,

where 1 € {1,2,...,9} and 9, 23,...,z, € {0,1,2,...,9}.

Lemma.
For any =7 € {1,2,...,9} and o, z3,...,2, € {0,1,2,...,9} ,n > 2
holds inequaliity
1+21) (14+22) ... (14+2,) <10" oy +10" 229 +...+ 102, 1 + 2, +1
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and equality occurs iff 2o = 23 = ... = 2, =9 and z; € {1,2,...,9} be any.
Proof.(using Math Induction).
1. Base of Math Induction
Let n = 2 then we have (14 21) (1 +x2) < 10z + 22 + 1 <
l4+z1+a+ 2122 <1021+ 2204+ 1 <= 2129 <921 <= 21 (9—%2) > 0.
2. Step of Math Induction.
Let 1 € {1,2,...,9} and z2,Z3,..., Ty, Tn+1 € {0,1,2,...,9}.
If 2,41 =9 then
(T4 (T4z2) ... 1+ an) (1+2p41) <
10"wy 4+ 10" tag + 10" 229 + ... + 102, + 2y + 1 =
(1+2) (1 +22) ... (1 +2,) <10 1z + 10" 205 + ... + 1021 + 2, + 1,
where latter inequality holds by supposition of Math Induction
and equality occurs iff o =23 =...=2, =9,
xz1 € {1,2,...,9} be any and z,41 = 9.
Let now z,+1 € {0,1,2,...,8} . Then
10"z, + 10"_1.’13‘2 + 10n—2$2 + ...+ 10z, + xp41 +1 S
1 +xn+1
1072, + 10" Lz + 10" 22 + ... + 10z,
1+ 10 =
10" 1oy + 10" 229 + ... + 102, 1 + 2, + 1.

By supposition of Math Induction we have

10" Yoy +10" 200+ . + 1021 + 2, + 12> (1T +21) (14 22) . (14 2)
Hence, 10"z + 10" oy + 10" 229 + ... + 102, + 2ppq + 1 >
I4+z1)Q4+2a2)... +z,) (1 +zp41) R

Using Lemma we immediatelly obtain that all solutions of equation (1)
are numbers 199...9 and z; € {1,2,...,9}.

Problem 10.12(51-Met. Rec.).
P(n)—P(0) P(0)

Let n be an integer root of P (z) then 5 =— €EZ = n
n— n

is odd as divisor of o]cDid nurnlﬁl)Deri Pl

From another hand (n) — (>:— M) €Z — n—11is odd as

n—1 n—1
divisor of odd number.
But since n odd then n — 1 is even. So x os odd and even

simulteneously-that is contradiction.
Problem 13(52-Met. Rec.).

Let a, b, ¢ be different integer numbers such that

P(a) =P (b) = P(c) =1 and assume that n is
integer root of P (z). Then for x € {a,b,c} we have

P(n)—P -1

() (a:): €Z = n—ze{l,—-1}.
n—zu n—

Since three numbers n — a,n — b,n — ¢ belong to 2-elements
set then at least two of them is equal.
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But that yields that equal two of a, b, ¢ and it is contradiction.

Problem 10.14(53-Met. Rec.).
We will prove using Math Induction that P (n + km) divisible
by m for any natural k.
For k =1 we have
P(n+m)—P(n) _ P(n+m)—m c7 e P(n+m)
(n+m)—n m m
P (n+ km)

SV

For any natural k assuming that - € Z we obtain

Pn+(k+1)m)—P(n+km) P(n+(k+1)m)—P(n+km)
(n+(k+1)m)—(n+km) m
P(n+(k+1)m)

cl —

m

Problem 10.15(54-Met. Rec.).

Let zg :=2 and zj := f(2p_1),k € Nthen g(z) = f (f (...f (z)...)) = zp.

n—times

x
T T V122 =z
a)$1:72,172:712:$2: \/17-'1;2 _ 2.
i T — %
1— 22
x
)
Assume that o5 = ———— then Tpe1 = e V1—ka?
V1= kz? 1—a2 . 2
1 — k2
.
1—(k+1)z2
x
So, byMath Induction we proved that x, = ——— for any k£ € N and,
Y b EE T Y
therefore, g () = @y = ——o
7 " V1= na?

T
13— 1 cottcot — —1

b) Note that f(cott)zco V3 = 6 7 = cot (t—&—ﬁ)

cott + V3 cot ¢ + cot 6

for any t € R.
-1 m km
Let ¢y :=cot™ (z) and ¢, = ¢, + E’k € N then ¢, = ¢, + F,kz eN.

We will prove by Math Induction that x = cot ¢,k € NU{0}.
Base of Math Induction.
We have by definition z¢ = x = cot .
Step of Math Induction.
For any k € NU {0} supposition zj = cot ¢, yeilds
Tp+1 = f(xr) = f(cotgy,) = cot pyyy.
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t o cot -8 1 A
CO cot — — xrcot — —
%o 6 6

Thus, g () = x, = cotp,, = cot (<p0 + nj) = =

6 cotgqﬁ—cot% x+cot%
Problem 10.16(62-Met. Rec.).
. 4* 27
Note that since Fl(jcj e Sl Ty then
F(l—q:):mandF(w)—i—F(l—x):l.

Let S, = ij(k>.ThenSn: ij(”
k=0 n

= k=0
n k n n—~k
kzz:o <n> kz::O n

> (F (k> +F (1— k)) =n+ 1.Hence, S,, = n—2|—1 and

k=0 n n
1] k n+1 1 3n+1
£ r(E)ms-p@- it Lot

Problem 10.17(63-Met. Rec.).

— k) and, therefore,
n

Let ¢1 < g2 and z; := f (¢i),4 = 1,2. Then, since z3 +pz; —q; = 0,5 = 1,2
we obtain 23 + pry — go — (m? + pr1 — ql) =0
a3 —at+p(e—21) =g —q =

q2 — q1
23+ xomy + 22 +p
Hence, 22 — 21 > 0 because ¢ — ¢; > 0 and 23 + xom1 + 22 +p>p >0
for any x1,z9 and, therefore, f(q2) > f(q1).

(o — x1) (m% + xowy + 23 +p) =qa—q1 < To—T1 =

Problem 10.18(64-Met. Rec.).

Assume that there is a € R such that P (P (a)) = a then
P(P(a)—a=0 = P(P(a))—P(a)+P(a)—a=0 <=
P(P(a) - P(a) = — (P(a) —a).

Let b:= P (a) and f (z) := (x)—xSlnceP();éa:)b;éaand
P(P(a)) = P(a) =—(P(a) —a) < P()-b=—(P(a) —a) <
f(b) =—f(a) then f(a)f(b) <0 and f(x) as continuous function has
a root M located between a and b,that is f (¢) =0 <= P(c) =c.
Obtained contradiction mean that equation P (P (z)) =  have no
roots as well.

Problem 10.19(67-Met. Rec.).
According to the statement of the problem we have two sequences of numbers
ai,as,...,an (boys) and by, ba, ..., b, (girls)

for which one of the two conditions holds:
a) a; <b,i=1,2...,norb) |a;—b|<h,i=12,...,n
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(in the problem h = 10)

1. Since conditions a) and b) connect in pairs only terms of both sequences,
that standing on the places with the same numbers, then the fulfillment of these
conditions does not depend on the order of order listing of these pairs.

Therefore, without loss of generality, we may assume that the members of
one of the two sequences, let it be by, ba, ..., b, is originally ordered as b; < by <
... < b, and then should be ordered only the sequence aq, as, ..., G-

Since the ordering of any sequence of numbers is reduced to the imple-
mentation of ordering transpositions, that is two terms of the sequence a; and
aj,% < j exchanged their positions if a; > aj, it is suffices to prove the invariance
of fulfilling of the properties a) and b) when the corresponding transposition
is made. That is, to prove the validity of the proposed claims in the case of
n = 2 for pairs (a1,a2) and (by,be) in the supposition that b; < bs.

Suppose that a; > ag. In the case of a) we have a1 < by,as < be and
b1 < bs.

After transposition we obtain pair (az,a1). Then as < a1 < by < by yields

as < by and aq < bg;

In the case of b ) we have |a; — b1| < h,|az — ba| < h and a1 > as.

We will prove |az — b1| < h,|a; — ba| < h.

Indeed, since |a; —b1| <h <= b —h <a; <b; +h and

|a2—b2|§h < by —h<ay<by+h
then { alblgilb—; h = a1 < by+ h and
b2 —h S ag
as < aj
Hence, |ay — bo| < h.

— by —h<ay.

.. a1 <by+h
Similarly, { dg < a1 = a2 < b; +h and
bg —h S ag

by < by = b —h<a.

Hence, |ag — b1| < h.

Problem 10.20 (86-Met. Rec).
Solutionl.
Denoting v :=x — b,v := y — b we set free parameter b and obtain system
of inequalities that equivalent to original system, namely the system
1) u+ b > v? — uw>v2—b
v—+b>u? v>u?2—b
Let (u,v) be only sollution of the system (1).
Then u+v>v2 —b+u?—b <—

2 2
1 1 1 1
- > - = - — > >
2b—|—2_<u 2) —|—<v 2) >0 = b> 1

Ifb > ~1 then system (1) have at least two solutions.

2

Indeed, in that case equation b = 22 — 2z <= 22 — z — b= 0 have
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1—-+vV1+4b 14++V1+4b

two roots 21 = ———— and 29 =

and, therefore, (u,v) = (z1,21), (22, 22) are two different solution
of the system (1).

1
Thus, can’t be b > 1 and remains b = —7 s necessary condition
for b to provide only solution of the system (1).

And, vise versa, if b = 1 then

(1hn = (g) +(3) =0 = = (33)

and it is only solution of the system.

Solution2. (Direct solution of original problem).
Let b be such that original system has only solution (z,y).
Note that x = y because if x # y then due symmetry of the system
pair (y,z) which not equal to (x,y) is solution as well and that
contradicts to uniqueness of solution (x,y).
But if £ = y then system of two inequalities becomes one inequality
2> (x—b)° <= 22— 20+ 1)z +2<0
and this inequality has unique solution. That possible only iff
discriminant of equation 2% — (2b+ 1) x + b? = 0 equal to zero, that is iff

(2b+1)> =42 =0 — b:—i

1
Now, let b = ~1 then

Ty > <y+i>2+<x+i>2 —
(y—i)2+ (m—i)QSO = (z,y) = (1/4,1/4).

Remark.

Note that { <=

v+b>u? b>u?—v
b> max{u2 — v, 0% — u} and b= —1/4
which provide uniqueness of solution at the same time is

Jﬁl,ienR (max {u2 —v,0% — u}) .

w+b > v? {b2v2—u

Indeed, max {u? — v Uz_u}>u2—v+v2—u: (u2 —u) + (v2 =) _

2 2
(u—1/2)%+ (v —1/2) —1/2

5 > —1/4 and since lower bound for
max {u? —v,v? — u} is attanable if (u,v) = (1/2,1/2) then

: 2 .2 _
Inin, (max {u? —v,v? —u}) = —1/4.
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*Problem 10.21( CRUX 3090)
Suppose x = min {x,y, 2z}, then
3—dy<3—dr = 20(3—4x)>22(3—4y) > 22 +1>2?+1.

1
So72x(3—4x)2m2+1<:>9x2—6:13+1§04:>x:§,
1 1
and because z = min {z,y, 2z} that implies yzg andzzg.
From other side
1 , 2 2 4 10 , 1 1
—s = 21 <iBoay)<i(3-T )= = 2 < - = <.
T3 A=l y)—3( 3> 9 =0 =3

Wl =

1
So, z = 3" The same way gives us y =

% Problem 10.22(87-Met. Rec).
Let x; be number of 2—rings chains created from rings taken by one from
rods staing in the points A; and A4;11,i=1,2,3,4 (A5 = Ay).
Then we should maximaze sum x1 + X2 + T3 + X4
by all quads (z1, 22,23, x4) of nonnegative integer numbers such that
21+ 24 <ay, w1 +x2 < az,x2+ 3 < ag,r3+ x4 < ag.
Set of all such quads (x1, z2,23,24) we denote D.

So, we have to determine max (1 + 22 + 23+ 24)
(z1,x2,23,24)ED

Let t :== x4 then 0 < ¢ < min{aj,as} and
Dy :={(z1,22,23) | x; > 0,i=1,2,3, 21 < a1 —t,x1 + 22 < ag,x2 + 23 < a3, x3 < ag — t}.
Thus, max (x1+ 22+ 23 +24) = max (t + max (1 + 22+ $3)> )
(z1,72,23,24)ED 0<t<min{ai,as} (z1,22,23)EDy
Lemma.
Let z1 < by1,x1 + 2o < bg, w9 + 23 < b3, x3 < by, z; > 0,7 =1,2,3 where
bi, 1 =1,2,3 are given nonnegative integer numbers.
Then maximal possible value of x1 + z2 + z3 equal
min {bl + b3, by + b3, by + b4} .
Proof.
0<z <by

1 < by
0< 2 <by— x4 )
21+ 22 < by 0< 25 < bs — 29 0 <1 < min {by, by}

We have To+ a3 <by <+ — 0 < zo < min{by — x1,b3} .

z3 <b .
z3 < by ZUT < bi 0 < 23 < min {b3 — x2,bs}
0< 21,29, -
< T1,T2,23 2y < by

Then x1 4+ 22 + 23 < @1 + 22 + min {by — 29, by} = 1 + min {bs, x2 + by} <

1 + min {b3, min {b2 -, bg} + b4} = x1 + min {b3, by — a1 4 by, b3 + b4} =

T1-+min {bg, by + by — .1‘1} = min {b3 + x1,by + b4} < min {bg + min {bl, bg} ,bo + b4} =
min {by + b3, by + b3, b2 + by} . Let 7 := min {by, bo}, x5 := min {bs — z7, b3},

x% = min{bs — x5,b4}.

Then 1 + z2 + z3 < F + 23 + 25 = min {by + b3, b2 + b3, ba + by} and,

therefore, max (z1 + x2 + x3) = min {by + b3, ba + b3, ba + by} .
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By replacing (b1, ba, b3, bs) in Lemma with (a; — t, as, a3, as —t) we obtain
that

max (1 + 22 + x3) = min{a; — t + a3, a2 + az, a2 + a4 — t}
(z1,m2,23)ED;

and, therefore,

max (1 + 22+ 23+ 14) = max (t+ min{a; —t+ a3, a2 + az,as + a4 — t}) =
(z1,z2,23,24)ED 0<t<min{ay,as}
max (min{a; + az, a2 + a3 + t,a2 + a4}) = min{a; + az, a2 + a3 + min{ay,as},a2 + a4} =

0<t<min{ai,a4}
min{a; + ag,as + as + a1,a2 + az + ag, a2 + a4} = min{a; + as,as +aq}.

Problem 10.23(Problem with light bulbs).

States of bulbs is encoded by two numbers —1 if bulb is turned on and 1
if it turned off.

For any integer number m let D (m) be set of all natural divisors of m.
Let a,, (k), m =1,2,...,n be state of the m — th bulb when the person
click k — th switch.

Note that a,, (1) =1 for all m € {1,2,...n} and

am (k—1) if k¢ D(m)
af’m(k):{ _am( _1) lkaGD( ) ,k’e{2,3,...,71},77’),6{1,2,...71}

Since a, (n) = (—l)lD(m) ,m € {1,2,..n} then a,, (n) is turned on
iff |D (m)] is odd number.
If at least one of exponent in expansion m = p™*...p;" is odd
then |D (m)| is even.
Thus, |D (m)| is odd iff all expoents are even, that is iff m is a perfect square
and, therefore, we have so many turned on bulbs as haw many perfect
squares between 1 and n.
Since 1 <k? <n <= 1<k <[/n] answer is:
[v/n] bulbs finally will be turned on.

Problem 10.24(0274, MR4 2013 ).

b(ac — )
< <y <
We have{ bx;tay>_0abc <— O<ys< a J <=
= 0<z<ac
0<t<ac
r=ac—t
OSySVtJ-
a
bt
Hence, D :=< (ac—t,y) |0<t<acand 0 <y < o and

bt ac | bt

|D| = Z Q J +1> =ac+1+ Y {J Since {0,1,2,...,ac} =
t=0 a t=0 | @

{ac}u{ka+r|k—0,1,.. c—1land r=0,1,2,...,a — 1} then

o R R R G R

t=0 =0r=0 =0 r=0
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bc+22bk—|—zg{ J—bc—s—abZkzﬁ—ZZ{ J

=0 r=0 k=0

_ a—1
b ab(c—1)c N \‘er .
2 r=1

. azl| pr a=1l /by b azlpp azl(pp

swe S [ =2 (T -{0}) =S50 -E{5)-

ba=l alfor| ba(a—1) oL br ba—1) o [obr
oz El{a}—zcz _1{a}—2 e

;
azl (br

then remaince evaluate sum ), < — 5.
a

r=1

b
Since a L b then {a{r} | r= 1,2,...,a1} ={1,2,...,a — 1} then

a
o for azly q-—1
7‘2::1 {a} = ;::1 PR and, therefore,
allbr] _bla—-1) a-1_(a—1)(b-1)
Sila) 2 5 = 5 :

b(c—1 -1)(b-1
Thus, |D|:ac+1+bc+a (c )C+C(a ;( ):
c(2a—|—2b+abc—ab—|—ab—a—b—|—1)+1_c(abc—|—a+b+1)
2 B 2

Problem 10.25(102-Met. Rec.)

a) Suppose that sinz + sin ax is periodic with the period 7.

Then sin (z + 7) +sina (x + 7) = sinz + sinar <=

sin(x 4+ 7) —sinz = — (sina (z + 7) — sinax) .

Let h(z):=sin(x 4+ 7) —sinz = — (sina (z + 7) — sin ax) .

Then h (z) is periodic with period 7.But at the same time h (z) have

+ 1.

periods 27 and il
o
Note that 7 ¢ 27Z\ {0} because otherwise if 7 € 27Z\ {0} then
sina (z + 7) — sinax = 0 for any « and in paricular if 2 = 0.
k
Then sinar =0 < ar=kr = a= il € Q —contradiction.

-
Since continuos function h (z) isn’t constant then it has smallest

2
positive period 7,.Then 27 = k7, and — = [7, for some integer
«

k,l and, therefore, o = % €Q.

Contradiction!
Another solution.
Let h(z) := sinz 4 sinaz, then A/ (z) = cosz + acosax and h” (z) =
—sinz — o?sinaz
Assume that h (z) is periodic with period 7.
Then A’ () and h” (z) are periodic with period 7.

2
Since h (z) + h” (z) = (1 — &?) sin ax and sin ax has main period il
a
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2
then 7 = —m because &’ (z) + A" (x) has period 7.
Similarly, since a?h (z) + h” (z) = (o> — 1) sinz we obtain
2m m
7 = 2nm.Hence, —m = 2nm <= a = — € Q,that is contradiction.
@
b) Solution similar to a)
c) Let h(z) :=tanz + tan ax where o ¢ Q.
Then b/ (z) =1+ tan?z + o (1 + tan? az) = 1+ a + tan® z + a tan” az,
tanT + tanar = 0,tan? 7 + atan® ar = 0,
tan T (1 + tan? T) + 2a? tan at (1 + tan? om’) =0.
Since tan ar = —tan 7 then tan® 7 + atan® a7 = tan®7 (1 + o) =0 <=
T=mnmn€Zand tanar =0 <= ar =mmr,m € Z.
m
Hence, « = — € QQ and that is contradiction.
n
More simple.
Since cot z + cot aux isn’t periodic ( because D (cot x + cot ax) =

D (cotz) N D (cot ax) = R\7ZN R\EZ is nonperiodic) then
a

tanx + tan ax = cot (7/2x — x) + cot (7/2x — ax)
is nonperiodic as well.
d) Let h(x) :=sinz + tan cx where a ¢ Q. Suppose that h (z) periodic
with period 7 > 0.
Since h (x) is differentiable then
W (z) =cosz + a (14 tan® azx) , A" (z) = —sinz + 202 tan az (1 + tan? ax)
are periodic with period 7 as well. Since h(7) = h (0),R' () = &' (0),
" () = h"” (0) then T satisfy to the system.

Hence
sinT +tanar =0 sinT +tanar =0
cosr+a(1+tan2ar)=1—|—a <= cosT +atan®ar =1
—sinT + 202 tan ot (1 + tan? 047') =0 —sinT 4 2a® tanar (1 + tan? 047') =0

Then sin 7+tan ar+(—sin7)+2a? tanar (1 + tan? ar) =0 <= tanar (14 2% (1 +tan?ar)) =
0 —

tanar = 0 <= a1 = nm,n € Z and, therefore, sinT = 0 <— 7 =
mm,m € Z

Hence, nm = mma <= a = — € Q and that is contradiction.
m

Problem 10.26(103-Met.Rec)

1
a1 +1 +a2—|—1 +m+an+1'
1 1 1
Since = =z + 22 then from = = — — =
kol k k Tht1 T (1 + .’L’k) T TEp+1

1 1 1 1
e follows that Tk _ 2 .
g (R + 1) 93k1 $k+11 The1 Tk Thtl
Thus, we obtain S, = — — .

Z1 Tn+1

Denote S, =

Or more shortly:
Dividing an41 = an + a% by ana,4+1 we obtain
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1 1 n 1 . .
- — L and from that immediately follows

(079 Ap+1 Ap41 (079 +
L 1 1 1 1 1
Y i T AT T
k=1 \ Ok ag+1 aq Ap41 An41
So, S, < 2 for any n € N From the other hand, since a,, increasing
in N ( this follows from a,, 1 — a, = a2 > 0,n € N ) then

3 9 1
>aq - +—=—>1foralln>
an > a +16 16> olra n > 3.
Hence, S,, =2 — 2——>1f0ranyn22.
Ap41
Thus for alln>3holdbl<5n<2 — [S,] =1
3 1 1 2 4 26
(Or, alternatively, since ag = — then So = ——+—— =-4+-=—>1
4 1 3 3 7 21
Lo 147

and 1 < S5 <8, <2 forany n>2).

Problem 10.27 (Austria — Poland, 1980).
Since |Gppm — ap — am| <1 <= ap+am —1 < apym < ap +ap + 1 then
in particularly
2a,—1 < a9y < 2a,+1, 3a,—2 < 2ap+a,—1 < aopn < aspt+a,+1 < 3a,+2
and further, using math induction we obtain

ma, — (m - 1) <amnp < man —I— (m—1).

an -1 amn —1 Amn  Gn m—1
Hence — — < - -|- — -l <
n mn mn n mn mn n mn
and since ) 1
m — Gmn G
< — then ‘ - — —
mn n mn n n
. Amn  Om 1
SW1tch1ng places for n and m we get also - — —.
m
g e e 1.
n m n mn  mn n
Amn Qm
- 2l<—+ =
mn m n - m

Problem 10.28(M.1195 ZK Proposed by ,Proposed by O.T.Izhboldin)

From 1 1
(1) an+am— — < Gnam < Gp + ap + m follows that for

n
any n € N holds inequalities

1
an—l—al—m <apy1 = al_ﬁ <apy1 — an and

An+41 < an + a1 + ﬁ — Ap4+1 — Qn S ar + ﬁ
which implies

n+m—1 n+m—1 1

Ungm — Qm = 2, (Gry1—ar) > Y Ch—> =
k=m k=m k+1
n 1

(2) nay + am — Y. < @ptm and

k:1m+k -
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n+m—1 1 1
ntm — Am < —
Gt a k;ﬂ <a1+k+1) nal—l—z o
3) <o tan+ Y
Gptm < NGL+ Gy, ,
N ' k=1 m+k

From (3) and right inequality of (1) we obtain
1 n

Ap + Ay, — <a <nai + am + E—

n m n+m_ n+m > 1 m k=1m+k
2 n-l 1

Ap — Nap < +

" 1_m+n kglm—l—k

and from (2) and left inequality of (1) we obtain

— < <
nay + am k:1m+k_an+m_an+am+n+m
n—1 1 2
_ - < — .
P R
n—1

Thus, |a, —na;| <

+ 2

m+mn =3 m-+

2 n-1l 1
n - < 1 - 0
oo =l < Jim (2545 )
we finally obtain that a,, — na; = 0.

for any n,m € N and since

*Problem 10.28 (MRJ259)

Let z1, xs, ..., x, be arbitrary increasing arithmetic progression x1, 2, ..., T,
such that 23 + 23 + ...+ 22 = 1.

Since 7 =1 + (k—1)d,k =1,2,...,n then 27 + 23 + ... + 22 = 1
24 (w14 d)° + (@1 420+ + (@ +(n—1)d)? =1 =

na? +211d (1+2+3+ ... +n—1)+d? (12+22+...+(n—1)2> =1 —

(n—1)n(2n—1)
6

nz? + x1d(n—1)n + d? =1 <

ﬁmd(nﬂ):;@w

Gq+ ”—1) NP VY C e B (A

n 6 4
1 d*(n-1) dn—1)\"
ST 4 —2-3(n—1 A2
. 13 (4n 3(n—1)) < (ml—l— 5
1 d? (n — 1) 1 d? (n2 — 1)
S . S S A | P
n 12 ~ n o =0
12 23
d2§27 — dgL (since d > 0).
n(n 71) n(nQ—]_)
Thus, we obtain upper bound for common difference d.
2v/3
Let d=d, = L then quadratic equation
n(n?—1)
-1 2n—1
n;v%—l—xld*(n—l)n—&-di(n )rg(n >:1<:>
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<m1+d>k(712_1)>2:0

di(n—1) n—1
— = 2V3 /.
2 V3 n(n+1)
. . : n—1  2V3(k—-1)
So, arithmetic progression xj = —2V/3 + Jk=1,2,...,n
prog k n(n+1) /n(n2—1)

satisfy 2% + 2% + ... + 22 = 1 and maximize common difference d,

2v3
Problem 10.29.(Quickies-Q2(CRUX?))
Let by 1= | (15 + v220)" + (15 + v220)" "' | = | (16 + v220) (15 + v220)" | and
an == (16 +v/220) (15 +v/220)" + (16 — v/220) (15 — v/220)"

Then ag = 32,a; = 920 and a,, satisfy to the recurrence
(1) Gn+1 — 30ay, +5a,-1 =0,n € N .
Since 1 > (16 — v/220) (15 — v/220) > (16 — v/220) (15 — v/220)" > 0
and a,, is integer for n € N and

(16 +v/220) (15 + v220)" = a,, — 1+ 1 — (16 — v/220) (15 — v/220)"
we obtain b, = a,, — 1.. By substitution a,, = b,, + 1 in the recurrence
(1) we obtain recurrence for b, :

(2)  bus1 —30b, +5by_1 =24,n €N and by = 31,by = 919.
Let 7, = by, (mod 10) then for 7, we have recurrence

(3) Tne1 —drp—1 =4 and rg = 1,1 = —1.
Since 1 = —1 and rog41 = 5rok—1 + 4,k € N we obtain 7951 = —1 for
all k e N;
Since ro = 9 and rogy2 = 5rar + 4,k € N we obtain 9, = 9 (mod 10) for
all £k € N.

So, by, =1, =9 (mod 10) for any n € N.

have only solution x; = —

i.e. maxd =
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